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I. Introduction

Social Economy Europe (SEE) welcomes the European Commission’s initiative to
prepare a Right to Stay Strategy: Your Region, Your Future. Ensuring that people
can freely choose where to live, work and build their life projects is essential for the
future of European cohesion, democracy and competitiveness. The right to move and
the right to stay should be developed together: no European citizen should feel forced
to leave their neighborhood, village, town, city or region because of lack of
employment, housing, services, infrastructure or opportunities. This also includes
access to cultural life, meaningful social relations and community participation.

The social economy contributes decisively to making this right effective on the ground.
Cooperatives, mutual benefit societies, associations — including charities —
foundations and social enterprises are deeply rooted in local communities. They
create quality jobs, deliver essential services, mobilise local resources, strengthen
social cohesion and resilience, support vulnerable groups and reinvest value in the
territories where it is generated. According to the European Commission’s Mid-Term
Review of the Social Economy Action Plan’, the social economy in the EU includes
more than 4.3 million entities, provides at least 11.5 million jobs, and represents around
6.3% of total EU employment?.

The Right to Stay Strategy should therefore recognise the social economy as a
key partner for territorial cohesion, rural and urban regeneration, local economic
development and the fight against depopulation. This is particularly important in
underpopulated areas, rural and remote regions, islands, outermost regions, mountain
areas, internal border regions and territories affected by industrial transition, but also
in urban areas where tourism pressure, housing costs and demographic change are
pushing residents out of their communities.

' European Commission (2026), Mid-term review of the Action Plan for the Social Economy: main
achievements and way forward, COM(2026) 138 final. Available at: https:/social-economy-
gateway.ec.europa.eu/eu-initiatives/seap-mid-term-review_en

2 Data from: European Commission: European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency,
Euricse, CIRIEC and Spatial Foresight, Benchmarking the socio-economic performance of the EU
social economy — Improving the socio-economic knowledge of the proximity and social economy
ecosystem, Publications Office of the European Union, 2024,
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2826/880860



https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/eu-initiatives/seap-mid-term-review_en
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/eu-initiatives/seap-mid-term-review_en
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2826/880860

‘Social
’ Europe
P

I1. Decisive support to the demands of underpopulated areas and
areas that suffer from emigration

SEE strongly supports the demands of underpopulated areas and territories affected
by emigration, ageing, low population density and/or limited access to opportunities.
This requires dynamic local economies, quality jobs, affordable housing, strengthened
communities and lively civil society, accessible services, appropriate infrastructure,
digital connectivity, adapted mobility, education, skills, healthcare, childcare, care
services, cultural life, etc. Culture, creativity and - given its impact - sustainable tourism
are strategic drivers of territorial attractiveness, and sustainable competitiveness; and
the Right to Stay would benefit by recognising them as such. Addressing all these
areas is particularly relevant for people facing additional barriers in accessing services
and infrastructure.

The Strategy should address the “last-mile problem”3 of territorial cohesion: not only
designing policies but ensuring that they effectively reach the people and places most
affected by demographic decline. This requires a strong regional development
perspective in policymaking, implementation, follow up and evaluation, so that
EU and national policies are assessed according to their real impact on territories,
communities and access to rights.

Demographic change is not uniform across Europe. Some regions experience
population growth, while others face long-lasting population decline, ageing, low fertility
rates and/or emigration. This requires evidence-based, place-sensitive and targeted
interventions, rather than one-size-fits-all solutions®*. Integrated policies are
particularly important because demographic outcomes are linked to employment,
housing, healthcare, education, services, transport, digital connectivity and quality of
life. Population goals can only be achieved if these policies work together.

SEE considers that the Strategy should therefore support:

« stronger and accessible for all infrastructure, including transport, energy,
water, digital and social infrastructure;

e universal access to essential services, including healthcare, childcare,
education, social services, banking services and administrative services;
including for persons with disabilities.

3 Rural Youth Europe, Policy Paper: The Right to Stay in Rural Areas, 2026. Available at:
2d4672_625537d9cb8847 8f9cbefebaf59d581d.pdf

4 Testori, G., Franklin, R., Saraceno, P. P, Pertoldi, M., Perea Milla Fernandez, D. et al., Territories and
demographic change — Regional patterns and policy approaches, Publications Office of the
European Union, 2026, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2760/4140574



https://2d467236-5b6c-48ec-833f-64a3b8f3c851.usrfiles.com/ugd/2d4672_625537d9cb88478f9cbefebaf59d581d.pdf
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2760/4140574
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affordable and adequate housing, including renovation, energy efficiency and
removal of unnecessary barriers and administrative burdens for construction
and rehabilitation;

digital connectivity and digital inclusion,

adapted mobility solutions, including community-based and shared transport
models;

the care economy and proximity economy as strategic sectors for
employment, inclusion and quality of life;

the protection and activation of cultural heritage, natural heritage, cultural
rights, sustainable cultural tourism and community-based cultural life as
anchors for local identity, tourism, social cohesion and economic diversification;

adequate and sustainable EU and national funding, clearer governance
structures and stronger safeguards to ensure that development benefits local
communities;

quality jobs, career opportunities and skills pathways, especially for young
people, women, older workers and groups facing labour market barriers,
including persons with disabilities;

workers buyouts, or business transfers to the employees under the
cooperative — and other social economy - models, which is a powerful tool for
fighting deindustrialisation, avoiding and preventing killer-acquisitions, saving
businesses at risk of closure and ensuring generational renewal in the face of
demographic ageing; and maintaining jobs, skills, and economic activity in the
local area®.

The experience of the social economy shows that social economy enterprises
are frequently among the main, and sometimes the only, business fabric in rural
areas. They are less likely to relocate; contribute to maintain employment and
population and help to prevent the abandonment of spaces and resources with social,
ecological, historical and cultural value. Beyond the Social economy enterprises and
organisations, the social economy networks and intermediate bodies also play a crucial
role structuring and coordinating actors, mutualizing resources and implementing

5 See more information on workers buyouts in CECOP’s report on Workers Buyouts - what is the
cooperative key to success?. Available at:
https://www.cecop.coop/uploads/file/ CECOP_WBO _report.pdf



https://www.cecop.coop/uploads/file/CECOP_WBO_report.pdf
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public policies and programmes®. CEPES” work? also highlights that social economy
entities are particularly present in intermediate cities and rural areas and
contribute to business creation, employment, service provision and economic
diversification in these territories.

I11. The role of the Social Economy in making effective the Right to Stay

Social economy models are particularly well suited to make the Right to Stay
effective because they are based on community participation, collective
ownership, democratic or participatory governance, solidarity and reinvestment
of revenues in social or general-interest objectives. In cooperatives, mutual benefit
societies, associations (including charities), foundations and social enterprises, the
benefits generated by economic and social activities tend to remain in the community.
This creates the conditions for a virtuous cycle: better and more stable jobs, more
career opportunities, more diversified services, stronger local economies, better
infrastructures, stronger population retention and greater territorial resilience.

This is particularly important in contrast with extractive development models, which
may exploit natural resources, land, labour or tourism potential without sufficiently
benefiting local communities. These models are currently having special impact in
territories affected by speculative and mainstream tourism models that generate
housing pressure, displacement of residents and extraction of value from local cultural
ecosystems. Such models can generate social tensions, environmental conflicts and
local resistance, ultimately undermining both territorial development and the EU’s
objectives on competitiveness, strategic autonomy and resilience. By contrast,
social economy models can help ensure that access to raw materials, local energy
resources, food systems, digital infrastructure and supply chains benefits the
communities where these resources are located. In culture and tourism, social
economy models provide with the necessary local value creation, democratic
participation and territorial rootedness.

Social economy entities are also key to strengthening reliable local value and supply
chains. Agricultural cooperatives, energy communities, worker and social
cooperatives, social finance institutions, Work Integration Social Enterprises (WISEs),
community-led housing providers, associations and foundations can help retain value

6 A good example of social economy intermediate bodies are the Regional Chamber of the Social and
Solidarity Economy in France, which ensure territorial and social efficiency when adapting the public
responses to the local needs. A good case would be the Regional Chamber of the Social and
Solidarity in the Pays de la Loire: https://www.cress-pdl.org/

" Confederacion Empresarial Espariola de la Economia Social (CEPES), official website. Available
at: https://www.cepes.es/

8 Confederacién Empresarial Espaiiola de la Economia Social (CEPES), Las empresas y entidades
de la Economia Social como aliados frente al reto demogréfico y la Espafia vaciada, CEPES, Madrid.
Available at: https://www.cepes.es/files/publicaciones/132.pdf



https://www.cress-pdl.org/
https://www.cepes.es/
https://www.cepes.es/files/publicaciones/132.pdf
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locally, diversify economic activity and connect local needs with broader European
priorities.

To fully mobilise this potentia, SEE recommends the following:

3.1. To integrate the social economy into all relevant territorial development policies

The social economy should be explicitly integrated into the Right to Stay Strategy and
connected EU frameworks, including Cohesion policy, the Long-Term Vision for the
EU’s Rural Areas® (where SE is already mentioned, although its role could be more
central), the EU Rural Action Plan'9, the Rural Pact and the Rural Pact Community
Platform'!, the Rural Toolkit'2, the Talent Booster Mechanism'3 and other initiatives
addressing demographic change and territorial cohesion.

Ensuring coherence between the Right to Stay Strategy and relevant EU policy
agendas would be highly recommendable, including competitiveness, employment,
skills, rural development, housing, energy, digitalisation, mobility, tourism,
accessibility, equality, democracy — such as the European Democracy Shield and the
Civil Society Strategy — preparedness and non-discrimination. Likewise, it would be
fruitful to link it with the Culture Compass for Europe and recognise culture and
creativity as a transversal dimension of territorial development and democratic
resilience. In this context, involving social economy entities in the design,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of place-based strategies would be
particularly valuable, given their local knowledge, community trust, democratic
governance and operational capacity

Moreover, the fight against poverty is one of the policy areas most linked to the Right
to Stay. The Commission Staff Working Document of the EU Antipoverty Strategy 4 -

® European Commission, Report from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the

European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: The long-term vision

for the EU’s rural areas: key achievements and ways forward, COM(2024) 450 final, Brussels, 27

March 2024. Available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52024DC0450

European Commission, Rural Vision: Action Plan, European Union. Available at: https:/rural-

vision.europa.eu/action-plan_en

" European Commission, Rural Pact Community Platform: Learn more about the Pact. Available at:
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en

2 European Commission, Toolkit on EU funds for rural areas, platform developed in the framework of
the Long-Term Vision for the EU’s Rural Areas. Available at: hitps:/funding.rural-
vision.europa.eu/?Ing=en

' European Commission, DG REGIO, Talent Booster Mechanism, Harnessing Talent Platform.
Available at: https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/harnessing-
talent-platform/talent-booster-mechanism_en

4 European Commission, Commission Staff Working Document: Poverty in the EU — key trends and
policies, SWD(2026) 770 final, Brussels, 6 May 2026. Accompanying the Communication on the
European Union’s  Anti-Poverty  Strategy. Available  at: https://employment-social-
affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7d9f4e26-5fa1-479e-9f60-

10



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52024DC0450
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52024DC0450
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan_en
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en
https://funding.rural-vision.europa.eu/?lng=en
https://funding.rural-vision.europa.eu/?lng=en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/harnessing-talent-platform/talent-booster-mechanism_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/harnessing-talent-platform/talent-booster-mechanism_en
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7d9f4e26-5fa1-479e-9f60-b85e7504a416_en?filename=EC-SWD_anti-poverty_2026.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7d9f4e26-5fa1-479e-9f60-b85e7504a416_en?filename=EC-SWD_anti-poverty_2026.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com
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which includes a specific section on the social economy and micro-finance (page 83)
- addresses the “territorial dimension of poverty” (page 20). In it, the EC identifies
stagnation or declining growth and prosperity as adverse trends faced by some regions
that “not only threaten the sustainability of welfare systems and EU's competitiveness
but also affect people’s willingness to remain in a certain place” - directly linking this
way the fight against poverty and the Right to Stay of every European.

As the already mentioned Joint Research Centre report Territories and demographic
change stresses, there is no single solution for all regions, and that policy
responses must be evidence-based, person-centred and place-based (Testori et al.,
2025). Likewise, it also highlights the importance of coordinated responses across
sectors and levels of governance, including local, regional and national authorities.

3.2. Provide adapted fiscal, legal and financial frameworks and innovative
environments for the social economy

The Right to Stay Strategy would benefit from concrete enabling conditions for the
social economy. This includes adapted and sustainable fiscal, legal and financial
frameworks; simplified and direct access to EU funds in the next Multiannual
Financial Framework'®; and stronger integration of the social economy in public
procurement, State aid rules'®, the simplification agenda and the Single Market
instruments. In concrete, mainstreaming social economy entities - as defined in the
Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions
(November 2023)'7 - through Section 1 on Regional development and territorial
cooperation of the (draft) General Block Exemption Regulation'® is essential to
unlock the full potential of SE in effectively implementing the Right to Stay.

Particular attention could also be given to cooperative and social economy network-
based governance models capable of acting as direct beneficiaries of European funds
and redistributing resources internally according to integrated territorial projects, rather
than through fragmented or purely distributive approaches. This would allow the
development of multiannual territorial strategies based on measurable social, cultural,

b85e7504a416_en?filename=EC-SWD_anti-poverty 2026.pdf

5 See SEE’s positions on next MFF here: https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/eu-policies/

6 See SEE’s last position on the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) here:
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/GBER-SEEs-Contribution. pdf

7 European Commission, Council recommendation on developing social economy framework
conditions, EU  Social Economy Gateway. Available at: https:/social-economy-
gateway.ec.europa.eu/council-recommendation_en

'8 European Commission (2026), Draft General Block Exemption Regulation, Annex to C(2026) 1184
final. Available at: https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/13d86416-7f23-
466e-83aa-0af8105b72d2_en?filename=empty file en.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com



https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7d9f4e26-5fa1-479e-9f60-b85e7504a416_en?filename=EC-SWD_anti-poverty_2026.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/eu-policies/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/GBER-SEEs-Contribution.pdf
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/council-recommendation_en
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/council-recommendation_en
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/13d86416-7f23-466e-83aa-0af8105b72d2_en?filename=empty_file_en.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/13d86416-7f23-466e-83aa-0af8105b72d2_en?filename=empty_file_en.pdf&utm_source=chatgpt.com

‘Social
’ Europe
P

environmental and economic impacts, ensuring stronger accountability, long-term
sustainability and more effective implementation of EU territorial objectives.

Legal recognition also matters. The adoption of the European Cross-Border
Associations (ECBA) Directive, adapted frameworks for cooperatives - such as the
European Cooperative Society statue mentioned in the SEAP mid-term review'?,
mutual benefit societies, associations and foundations, and recognition of social
economy models in EU enterprise rules - such as the 28th Regime?° - would help
reduce administrative barriers and support cross-border and territorial initiatives.

Clusters, hubs, accelerators, incubators, etc are also key instruments providing
enabling environments for the Right to Stay Strategy. By bringing together social
economy entities - including civil society actors, SMEs, public authorities, education
and researchers in a given territory, they help pool resources, knowledge and
investment capacity around shared local needs. As highlighted by the GECES report??,
Social economy clusters act as a “resource for the territory”, supporting local
regeneration, job creation, social inclusion, circular economy, sustainable food
systems, skills and access to services. They are therefore particularly relevant for rural,
remote regions, industrial transition and depopulating areas, and would be strategic to
support them through EU cluster policy, cohesion policy, social innovation instruments
and integrated in the Right to Stay work.

Access to finance is also essential. Social finance actors — including cooperative
and alternative banks, microfinance institutions, mutuals, foundations and
philanthropic organisations — play a crucial role in preventing financial exclusion in
low-density areas. They can mobilise savings, provide patient capital, support
microenterprises and social economy entities, and channel investment into local needs
that traditional finance often overlooks?2.

WISEs are also essential for upskilling and reskilling workers in rural areas. By
creating employment pathways for people furthest from the labour market, they
contribute both to social inclusion and to local competitiveness, especially in

' European Commission (2026), Mid-term review of the Action Plan for the Social Economy: main
achievements and way forward, COM(2026) 138 final. Available at: https:/social-economy-
gateway.ec.europa.eu/eu-initiatives/seap-mid-term-review_en

20 See SEE’s last position on the 28th Regime here: https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/SEEs-contribution-28th-REGIME. pdf

2! European Commission: Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and
SMEs, Clusters of social and ecological innovation in the European Union, perspectives and
experiences — The role of clusters and similar forms of business cooperation in fostering the
development of social economy, Publications Office of the FEuropean Union, 2021,
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2873/07591

22 See full information on the impact of Alternative and Ethical banking at: FEBEA, Fundacién Finanzas
Eticas and Fondazione Finanza Etica (2025), 8th Report on Ethical and Value-Based Finance in
Europe. Available here: https://febea.org/febea-european-federation-of-ethical-and-alternative-
banks-and-financers/how/publications/



https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/eu-initiatives/seap-mid-term-review_en
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/eu-initiatives/seap-mid-term-review_en
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/SEEs-contribution-28th-REGIME.pdf
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/SEEs-contribution-28th-REGIME.pdf
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2873/07591
https://febea.org/febea-european-federation-of-ethical-and-alternative-banks-and-financers/how/publications/
https://febea.org/febea-european-federation-of-ethical-and-alternative-banks-and-financers/how/publications/
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territories facing labour shortages, skills mismatches and ageing workforces.

3.3. Increase visibility, capacity-building and dissemination of social economy models

The Right to Stay strategy would benefit from promoting social economy models as
practical tools for territorial development, for implementing the Right to Stay on the
ground and both, SE and the Right to Stay, could reinforce each other. For instance,
the territorial development perspective and SE’s contribution to the Right to Stay could
be integrated in the toolkit to support regional and local social economy policies
mentioned in the SEAP mid-term review (and at any guidance accompanying
document).

This requires awareness-raising, formation, visibility, capacity-building, mutual
learning and dissemination of best practices among local and regional authorities,
citizens and social economy actors in underserved areas.

The Commission could support the creation, funding and dissemination of practical
toolkits, peer-learning spaces and pilot projects?® showing how social economy
entities are contributing to housing, care, digital inclusion, local energy, food systems,
finance, mobility, culture and services in different territorial contexts.

Tourism pressure and demographic change also require specific attention. In some
territories, the problem is not depopulation but the displacement of residents due to
housing pressure linked to tourism and speculation. For instance, community-
based and social economy (including cooperatives) cultural-tourism models can
contribute to balancing tourism flows, retaining value locally and preserving the social
fabric and livability of neighborhoods and territories.

The tourism pressure is particularly visible in neighborhoods and cities where rising
rents and housing prices make it increasingly difficult for residents to remain in their
communities. Social economy housing models offer concrete responses. Through
housing cooperatives in right-of-use models, such as Sostre Civic24; Community Land
Trusts such as CLT Brussels25; and housing associations such as Provivienda2$,
develop non-speculative housing solutions that preserve affordability over time and
help residents remain in their neighborhoods. Sostre Civic’s right-of-use model is
based on collective ownership and indefinite use rights of the residential building, while
CLT Brussels separates land from housing ownership to keep homes affordable and

23 The INSPIRE Project is a good example of how SE contributes to territorial inclusion in different
arenas: INSPIRE Project, Supporting the inclusion, well-being, and innovation of people living in
European rural areas, official website. Available at: https://inspireprojecteu.eu/

2 https://sostrecivic.coop/

25 https://cltb.be/
26 https://provivienda.org/



https://inspireprojecteu.eu/
https://sostrecivic.coop/
https://cltb.be/
https://provivienda.org/
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shield them from speculation. In France, the Foncieres Solidaires?” also contribute by
providing a sustainable supply and thus guarantee a housing stock that remains
geared toward permanent housing. The last Edition of the European Social Economy
Awards recognised some of Europe’s leading housing initiatives2®. The EESC in its
Opinion on the EU policy agenda for liveable cities (2026)2° calls for “stronger
support”’ for the social economy and social cooperatives “in order to consolidate
their role in shaping the future of our cities”.

IV. Best practices

These best practices illustrate how social economy entities already help make the right
to stay a reality across Europe. Rooted in local communities and guided by social
objectives, they provide concrete responses to territorial needs. They also show how
adapted legal, financial and policy frameworks can strengthen the capacity of social
economy actors to support resilient, inclusive and livable territories.

Solea Cooperative in Rybnik, Czech Republic®®.

Solea (Czech Republic): based in Rybnik, in the eastern part of Czech Republic. Solea
is an industrial cooperative manufacturing plastics and metal components for the
automotive, engineering and electrical industries. Since its establishment in 2000,
Solea set out to provide job opportunities for people with disabilities, who make
up 75% of its workers today. The cooperative is also deeply embedded in the local
community: not only are they mainly employing residents, they have regular meetings
with the municipality where they address the needs of the cooperative and the
community. They also provide financial and material support to local voluntary
organisations.

27 Bellevilles, Bellevilles: mettre limmobilier au service de l'utilité sociale, official website. Available at:
https://bellevilles.fr/

28 Social Economy Europe, Recap: 2025 edition of the Social Economy Awards, 18 September 2025.
Available at: https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/2025/09/17/recap-2025-edition-of-the-social-
economy-awards/

2 European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), Opinion: EU Policy agenda for liveable cities,
ECO/696, adopted on 29 April 2026. Rapporteur: Florian Marin; co-rapporteur: Roman Haken.
Available at:__ https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/eu-
policy-agenda-liveable-cities

30 Find more information on this and other best practices on disabled inclusion here: Fundacién ONCE,
From Principle to Action: Best Practices for Disability Inclusion by the European Social Economy,
Fundacion ONCE, 2026. Available at:
https://biblioteca.fundaciononce.es/publicaciones/colecciones-propias/principle-action-best-
practices-disability-inclusion



https://bellevilles.fr/
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Cooperativa Atzeneta®’: a local cooperative as a territorial development
infrastructure. Castellon, Spain.

Cooperativa Agricola Sant Bertomeu d’Atzeneta — in the Spanish province of Castellon
- is a strong example of how a rural cooperative can go far beyond agricultural
commercialisation. The cooperative commercialises nuts, runs a supply shop for
agricultural and household needs, manages the local petrol station and the Charter
supermarket, and provides a wide range of services including banking, telephone,
electricity and advisory services.

This type of cooperative acts as real community infrastructure. It facilitates farmers’
access to services, supports better bargaining power, manages insurance and
advisory services, helps channel public and European funds, and invests in services
that might otherwise disappear from the village. It also contributes to employment,
including women’s employment, skills development and generational renewal.
Through common land management and support to agricultural activity, it can help
mitigate land abandonment, maintain productive capacity and preserve the social and
economic fabric of the territory. The cooperative has also been recognised for its social
quality and its contribution to rural development in their county.

The MAGMA job guarantee program®2. Marienthal, Austria.

In order to address long-term unemployment, a major root cause of poverty and
emigration, some municipalities have been moving toward concrete implementation
of the right of access to engage in work, enshrined in article 15 of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights. This is notably done through job guarantees in the social
economy, particularly in Work Integration Social Enterprises (WISEs). For
example, in the municipality of Marienthal, most of the jobs created under the MAGMA
job guarantee program were in a WISE established specifically for the program, while
some jobs consisted of subsidized employment in the primary labour market. The
evaluation of the program revealed large positive effects of participation on individuals’
economic well-being, including employment, income, and economic security. It also
found a substantial reduction in municipality-level unemployment due to the program.
The direct costs of the program for the Public Employment Services (PES) were offset
over time by increased (transitions into non-subsidized employment.

31 Cooperativa Agricola Sant Bertomeu d’Atzeneta, official website. Available at:
https://www.atzenetacoop.com/

32 Kasy, M. and Lehner, L., Evaluierung des Modellprojekts Arbeitsplatzgarantie Marienthal (MAGMA):
Employing the Unemployed of Marienthal: Evaluation of a Guaranteed Job Program, AMS
Forschungsberichte, Arbeitsmarktservice Niederdsterreich, Vienna, 2026. Available at: AMS
Forschungsnetzwerk. English version begins on p. 29.
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The cooperative experience of “/l Bosso” in the Gran Sasso area, Italy.

A particularly relevant example is represented by the cooperative experience of “Il
Bosso” in the Gran Sasso area of Abruzzo in Italy, where sustainable and
experiential tourism has become a driver for territorial regeneration and
community resilience. Through integrated activities connecting nature, culture, outdoor
experiences, local traditions and community-based hospitality, the cooperative has
contributed to transforming small municipalities and inner areas into interconnected
territorial ecosystems capable of attracting visitors, creating local employment
opportunities and strengthening territorial identity. The experience also demonstrates
the potential of participatory and place-based governance models involving local
communities, municipalities and territorial actors in long-term development strategies.

This is consistent with previously mentioned CEPES’ analysis on the role of social
economy enterprises in tackling demographic challenges and the empty Spain34,
which underlines that local development and the social economy are a fruitful and
efficient combination for tackling depopulation. Cooperatives, credit cooperatives,
consumer cooperatives, worker-owned enterprises, WISEs, special employment
centers, associations (including charities) serving vulnerable people, foundations and
other social economy entities - such as mutual benefit societies - provide services, jobs
and economic activity in small municipalities where such provision would otherwise be
much weaker or even absent.

V. Conclusion

SEE welcomes the Commission’s work on the Right to Stay Strategy and encourages
the Commission to recognise the social economy as a strategic partner in making
this right effective. The Strategy can not only address demographic decline, but also
the broader conditions that allow people to stay: employment, services, housing, care,
mobility, education, digital access, energy, culture, finance, community and democracy
participation. Likewise, the strategy would benefit from understanding culture, creativity
and sustainable tourism as strategic contributors to Europe’s sustainable
competitiveness, resilience and territorial cohesion.

Social economy entities are already delivering these solutions across Europe. With the
right legal, financial and policy frameworks, they can do much more.

SEE also takes this opportunity to underline that a strong, visible and well-resourced

33 1| Bosso Societa Cooperativa, I/ Bosso: Turismo Esperienziale in Abruzzo tra Natura e Avventura,
official website. Available at: https://www.ilbosso.com/
34 https://www.cepes.es/files/publicaciones/132.pdf
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EU Cohesion Policy is indispensable to make the Right to Stay effective.
Cohesion Policy is not only a funding instrument, but a core expression of the Union’s
commitment to its values and citizens. Its place-based approach, multilevel
governance and capacity to support regions facing demographic, economic, social or
geographic challenges are essential to ensure that EU action reaches the territories
and communities most in need. The future Right to Stay Strategy should therefore
be firmly anchored in Cohesion Policy and in a strong institutional framework at
EU level.

SEE therefore stands ready to continue working with the European Commission, the
European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee, the
Committee of the Regions, Member States, regional and local authorities and all
relevant stakeholders to ensure that every European has a real right to stay, live, work,
learn and thrive in the place they call home.
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About Social Economy Europe

Social Economy Europe (SEE) is the voice of the 2.8 million social economy
enterprises and organisations Europe. Created in November 2000, under the name of
CEP-CMAF?35, SEE represents the collective interests of all social economy actors as
cooperatives, mutuals, associations, foundations, social enterprises, and other social
economy legal forms. Social economy enterprises and organisations of all sizes
operate in all socio-economic sectors.

As of 2025, SEE has 25 members:
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As the main network representing Social Economy ecosystem at European level, SEE
holds the co-secretariat of the Social Economy and Services of General Interest
Intergroup of the European Parliament3®, is represented at the Civil Society Liaison
Group of the European Economic and Social Committee, is part of the Commission
Expert Group on the Social Economy (GECES), is observer member of the United
Nations Taskforce on the Social and Solidarity Economy and holds the Secretariat of
the Luxembourg Monitoring Committee3’.

35 European Standing Conference of Cooperatives, Mutuals, Associations and Foundations

3% European Parliament — Intergroup on the Social Economy and Services of General Interest, official
webpage, available at:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/intergroup/details/7907/Intergroup%200n%20the%20Soci
al%20Economy%20and%20Services%200f%20General%20Interest (accessed on 10 October
2025).

87 Social Economy Europe, ‘Institutions we work with”, official webpage, available at:
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/our-work/institutions-we-work-with/ (accessed on 10 October
2025).
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