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Social Economy Awards 2027 

Theme: Youth creating the present and the future of the 
Social Economy 

Background 

Young people are key actors in shaping a more sustainable, inclusive and democratic 
present and future. At the same time, awareness of the social economy among 
younger generations remains limited despite its key role to addressing social, 
environmental and economic challenges across Europe. 

To bridge this gap, Social Economy Europe is launching the Social Economy 
Awards 2027 under the theme "Youth creating the present and the future of the 
Social Economy". The initiative seeks to engage young students (18-30) from 
across Europe in interpreting, communicating and promoting the social 
economy through creative disciplines. Participants can work alone or in teams. 

What is the social economy? 

The social economy is an economic approach that puts people and the planet first, 
supports social inclusion, strengthens communities, answers local needs, and 
contributes to more democratic and resilient societies. It delivers solutions to 
social, environmental and economic challenges through organisations and enterprises 
that prioritise collective benefit over profit maximisation, reinvest all or most of the 
profits and surpluses to further pursue their social and/or environmental objectives, 
and are governed through democratic and participatory decision-making 
processes. By ensuring that both wealth creation and decision-making serve the 
common good, the social economy contributes to greater economic and social 
justice. 

Resources for applicants 

 Get to know what the social economy is and what’s happening at EU level 
through the Social Economy Europe webpage, which includes news, 
definitions, and policy developments shaping the ecosystem.  

 Use the European Social Economy Gateway for explanations, key concepts 
and an overview of the EU Action Plan on the social economy.  

 Discover how the social economy connects to global challenges like climate 
action and inequality through the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and 
Solidarity Economy and its link to the Sustainable Development Goals.  
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 Learn at your own pace with a free MOOC on the Social and Solidarity 
Economy, designed to introduce key ideas and real-world examples in an 
accessible way. 

 Explore the OECD’s social economy page for clear, short explanations and a 
broader international perspective on how this model offers a more inclusive and 
innovative economy.  

Objectives of the Social Economy Awards 

 Raise awareness of the social economy among young people and beyond. 

 Participate to a positive narrative for the future based on social purpose, 
solidarity and democratic practices, one in which the economy serves society 
by design 

 Encourage youth participation in the social economy ecosystem. 

 Foster collaboration between Social Economy Europe and educational 
institutions. 

 Generate creative communication materials that can be used to promote the 
social economy across Europe. 

 Showcase young talent and innovative perspectives. 

Eligible participants 

Students aged 18-30 enrolled in any of the following programmes: 

 Film, animation, journalism, and audiovisual production 

 Graphic design, illustration, advertising, and visual communication 

Award categories 

1. Best short film  
2. Best visual campaign  

Awards ceremony 

The winners will be announced during the Social Economy Awards Ceremony to be 
held in Lisbon, Portugal, on 31 May 2027. 

Dissemination 

The call for applications will be promoted through: 

 Social Economy Europe members and partners 

 Universities and higher education institutions 

 Art, design, film and communication schools 

 Youth organisations and networks 

 Social media channels and newsletters  
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Rules and deadline 

 Submissions must be original works created by the participants, who must hold 
all necessary rights to the content, without infringing the intellectual property 
rights of third parties. 

 AI-generated content is prohibited. Any submission found to have been fully 
generated using AI tools will be disqualified from the competition. 

 The content must be produced in English.  
 By participating in the competition, participants grant Social Economy Europe 

the right to showcase, reproduce and disseminate the submitted works for non-
commercial communication and promotional purposes, with full 
acknowledgement of the authors. 

 Items must be submitted no later than April 2nd  2027 at 23:59 CET.  

 For any questions, please contact Social Economy Europe at: 
contact@socialeconomy.eu.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 


