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FORWARD BY SEE PRESIDENT JUAN ANTONIO P

2024 was a challenging year for SEE as along the EU elections it was vital to make sure the

EC stayed committed to SE through a designated commissioner and to renew strong links

with the EP (through the SE Intergroup), which are always challenging processes. We have

succeeded in both fields, but the world shifted drastically in 2024 with raising geopolitical
conflicts impacting direct | y-crigisjunderzam market and s t of
political landscape are affecting EU political priorities.

I am convinced this should push us, more than ever, to raise awareness about an economic
model capable not only of responding to the challenges of our time, but also of anticipating
them with vision and responsibility. | am talking about the social economy, a business model
that has its roots in local communities, promotes demaocratic governance, combats inequality
and protects the environment. In a world marked by systemic and multiple crises and growing
distrust of institutions, social economy enterprises and organizations represent a concrete,
sustainable and inclusive response.

There are at least 4.3 million social economy entities in Europe, employing over 15 million

people. This sector is larger than the automotive industry and is active in strategic areas such

as agri-food, housing, energy, circular economy and social innovation. Yet in 2025 we risk

taking a step backwards. The new European Commission is reducing its focus on the social

economy, considering it a marginal area rather than a pillar of the European industrial
ecosystem. Given the strong evidence of SE 06s
wellbeing, this decision reveals to be driven by old economic reflects rather than fact-driven.

2025 is a year of uncertainty, and SE is and should be considered as a stable and strong
economic compass for the EU as it contributes altogether to the EU industrial autonomy (with
an economy that answers territorial needs), resilience of communities (by nurturing dialogue
and social cohesion), social protection (through social services and care provision),
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democracy (through democratic governance within enterprises and organizations as well as
through civil society) and certainly a fairer world (by reinvesting in social objectives and
reduced salary ranges).

For SE to provide all these economic and societal benefits, it needs a strong and clear political
commitment: to strengthen the Social Economy Action Plan, to equipe it with adequate
resources and to recognise the economic, social and environmental value of social economy
enterprises and organizations. Spain's experience shows that this is possible: a national
strategy, dedicated funds, shared governance tools and institutionalised dialogue with the SE
ecosystem from local to European level. Murcia, my region, is now a virtuous laboratory,
thanks to cooperative education in schools, effective communication and ongoing political
support.

2024 was a year in which SEE made sure SE is embedded in EP and Commission actions.

2025 will be a year in which we will have to fight to keep the SEAP high on the UE agenda, to

make sure SE is understood as an economic partner essential to the economic policies and

therefor to ensure a proper financing and investment in the ecosystem through the next MFF
negotiations. Because if the cost of Defence and Competitiveness is undermining the EU
values and its pillars, what is the EU fighting
to defend is not only economic sovereignty but also, if not mostly, its values of respect for

human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, and respect for human rights.

Because those values are what distinguished the EU from the rest of the world.

In a global context marked by rearmament, geopolitical tensions and environmental crises,
the social economy is more than ever a strategic choice for the future of Europe. We cannot
back down. It is time to join forces, to defend and reinforce a model that puts people, territories
and the dignity of work at the centre. A model that supports democracy through economic
democracy and participatory governance within the economic fabric as well as civil society
organizations.

With a stronger SEE participatory governance model designed in 2024, SEE is well equipped
to codesign the changes we want to see take place. Because tomorrow's economy and society
are being built today, and the social economy is the surest way to make it fair, green and
sustainable.

Yours truly,

Juan Antonio Pedrefio
President of SEE
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Bureau

Until June 2024, SEE had a bureau composed of the President and 3 Vice-President, each
representing a different category of membership:

Juan Antonio Pedrefio
President of SEE (CEPES)

Alain Coheur
Vice-President (AIM)

Patrizia Bussi
Vice-President (ENSIE)

Jerome Saddier
Vice-President (ESS-France)

78
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Executive Board

On June 24, a new governance model takes place with a newly elected Executive Board
composed of (maximum) twelve-member (maximum 4 members per category of members)
which replaces SEEb6s former Board of Directors a

Presidency, as well as the Executive Board giving this new composition:

Juan Antonio

Pedrefio,
President
cer@
Alain Sarah Mathieu de
Coheur Goddard Poorter
4.)
Il v dlnice
"AlM !
: Luca
Lourdes Diana :
Marquez Dovgan Pastorelli
. — : o0
Philea | &= CECOP 220 Eji%g!(s
Patrizia Daniel Giuseppe
BUSSi Sorrosal Guerini
Pascale Antoine Paul
Zoetaert Détourné 0’Sullivan
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oncert ‘
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Sarah de

Heusch,
Director

Paula de Diego,
Policy and Project
Lead

Rodrigo Alonso
Policy assistant-
intern

Greta Giardi, _"

Project officer
(October- e
December 2024) ?

." (/
N
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: Chiara Lipari,
“=m ;| Project officer
™| w (From March 2025)
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2024 A YEAR OF ELECTIONS AND CHANGES

2024 was a year of widespread geopolitical turmoil. As the war in Ukraine ground on into its
third year, inflation, energy, housing and consumer costs spiralled, pulling the attention of EU

| eader s onto

safeguarding

t he cont i

priorities have often made it difficult for Social Economy voices to be heard, especially since
2024 also witnessed an unprecedented number of elections worldwide, including within the

EU itself. As

political

|l andscapes

citizens were called to the polls for European Parliament elections in early June, with very high

for
out !l i

stakes
2023,

Europeds
ned three

Soci al

Economy

clear, key goals for

1. Renewal of the Social Economy Intergroup in the European Parliament.

2. Appointment of a Commissioner for the Social Economy.

3. Commitment of the European Commission to the implementation of the Social

Economy Action Plan.

‘ Social
’ Europe

Social Economy, a driver
of economic and social
progress in Europe

SEE Memorandum for the
European elections 2024

These objectives were all achieved by the
end of the year. This resounding success is
the fruit of years of tireless campaigning and
advocacy work, and underscores the
prominence that Social Economy holds at
the highest levels of EU policy. Together
with the 2023 UN
the Social and Solidarity Economy for
Sustainabl e
Economy (SE) is recognised and promoted
as key to combating poverty, defending
democracy and confronting inequality,
especially in times of crisis. It has made an
impact on other international stages as well,
such as the January 2024 World Economic
Forum summit in Davos, where OXFAM

presented its Inequality Report highlighting the virtues of SE to prevent growing inequalities

and propose a fairer, more sustainable world.

nent 0s

shifted
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Following election results in Portugal, Austria, France and Belgium, the rightward shift in
European Parliament politics comes as little surprise, though the EU elections did bring this
trend into more tangible reality for many. While political changes may present an uncertain
panorama for both national and continent-wide Social Economy initiatives, they can also be
an opportunity for Social Economy actors to raise awareness about the alternatives they
embody by educating politicians and the public on the advantages the Social Economy has to
offer, and by advocating for the implementation of SE policy at all levels of government
throughout Europe.

Before its successes were fully realised, Social Economy Europe had its own set of elections
and decisions to carry out. Convening on June 24, just weeks after the EU elections, SEE held
a General Assembly in Rome, hosted by its member Alleanza delle Cooperative Italiane.
Among the many important decisions to vote on, the first was the approval of the new SEE
i nternal rul es, which were needed because
These are an inclusive model developed by the SEE Governance Working Group, which
encourages active participation among all members as well as reinforces transparency and
dialogue between the Executive Board and the General Assembly.

Finally, elections were held for the SEE Presidency, as well as the Executive Board in its new
(maximum) twelve-member format (maximum 4 members per category of members) and the
President. President Juan Antonio Pedrefio was unanimously re-elected, and a new executive
board was elected comprised of twelve members: Alain Coheur (AIM), Sarah Goddard
(AMICE), Mathieu de Poorter (CEDAG), Lourdes Marquez (Philea), Diana Dovgan (CECOP),
Luca Pastorelli (DIESIS), Patrizia Bussi (ENSIE), Daniel Sorrosal (FEBEA), Giuseppe Guerini
(Alleanza delle Cooperative Italiane), Pascale Zoetaert (ConcertES), Antoine Détourné (ESS-
France) and Paul O"Sullivan (The Wheel).

This new Executive Board replaces SEEb6s for mer
new changes to the governance and structure of the association, SEE stands better equipped
to continue pursuing the goals laid out in the Strategic Plan 2023-2026 and navigate its own
internal work plan.

g
b o \
5 ork
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STRENGTHENING THE INFLUENCE OF THE SOCI/
ECONOMY FOR YEARS TO COME

In late 2023, in the runup to the June 2024 European Parliament elections, SEE published its
memorandum ASoci al oEcecomypymia dnidveoci al progr es
many points, objectives and possible obstacles for SE as a result of the shifting global and

European geopolitical landscape, it highlighted three goals that were key to safeguarding the

future and influence of SE over the coming parliamentary term: the appointment of an EU
Commissioner for SE, renewal of the SE Intergroup, and a commitment from the EC to

continue supporting the SE Action Plan. We are very pleased to say that SEE was able to

achieve all three of these goals, though the path was not an easy one.

Perhaps the most important of these objectives was securing the appointment of an EU
Commissioner in charge of Social Economy.

July 18th, 2024, Ursula Von Der Leyen is elected President of the European Commission. Her
programmeis setoutinE u r o p e 6 s a dSetlofgpolitical guidelines for the EU. Even though
the Social Economy was left unmentioned (with the exception of agri-food cooperatives), it
addresses many objectives for which the Social Economy has solid time-tested solutions, such
as: prosperity, resilience, competition, a clean industrial deal, a more resilient and circular
economy, innovation, the social market economy and related initiatives, as well as the
implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights (including solutions to skills and labour
gaps, social inclusion, social fairness, supporting our societies and our social model, and anti-
poverty strategy), from which the Social Economy Action Plan is derived.

When presenting her college of Commissioners, in the
initial mission letters of Commissioner designates,
none mentioned SE. After considerable campaigning
EUROPE’S CHOICE and advocacy, both online and offline, Romanian
Commissioner Roxana Minzatu, the Executive Vice-
PR T Nty EUROPEAN COMMISSION President for Social Rights and Skills, Quality Jobs and
2024-2029 Preparedness was tasked with stewarding Europeb s
Ursula von der Leyen Social Economy, with her term beginning when the
SR S G e College of Commissioners took office on 1 December
2024. Mr s M " nzatubs position i

European pillar of social rights, and she has herself
been involved in the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, as well
as in Social Economy initiatives in her native Romania.


https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en

I n a statement on Roxana M nzatubs appointment,

for tight collaboration between Ms Minzatu and other Commissioners, in particular with Mr
Stéphane Séjourné as Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy and Ms
Teresa Ribera as Executive Vice-Pr esi dent f or a Cl ean, Just
SEE, it is important to have a person in charge of coordinating all policies that touch upon
Social Economy, but also to ensure that all dimensions of SE are taken into account in policies
related to social inclusion, competitiveness, the EU industrial autonomy and the Clean and
Just Transition.

Since the Soci al Economy I ntergroupbs 1inc
and played a key role in coordinating its activities. It is vital to fostering allegiances and
networks among EU political actors, as well as building and strengthening relationships
between MEPs and civil society SE actors.

Over the last EU parliamentary term, the SE Intergroup played a decisive role in reaching
mi |l estones | i ke t Hen ofGhe Sonial EnomynAction Rlad m pecember
2021. For the 2024-2029 period, the number of EP Intergroups has been reduced from 30 to
28 in total, leading to tension and competition in getting Intergroups approved. Many
stakeholders mobilised toensur e t he SE I ntergroup6s rene
European networks and a number of MEPs .
guaranteed. Indeed, the competition is fierce for EP intergroups and requirements high: for
the renewal of an intergroup it is necessary to collect signatures from at least 80 MEPs and
get the official support of at least 3 EP Groupings. Each grouping has a certain number of
intergroups it can support following its political weight in the EP.

Therefore; following last minute negotiations and consultations with key stakeholders, a
strategic decision was made for Social Economy to join forces with Services of General
Interest in order to ensure the renewal of the Intergroup, with the proposed Intergroup for the
2024-2029peri od being named fiSoci al Economy a

and C

eption

wal |, i
Even S

nd Ser
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to this strategic merger, the Intergroup was approved on 19 December, laying the foundations
for SE to be fostered at the highest levels of European politics over the coming EU

parliamentary term. Through a merging agreement both the autonomy of the two branches of
the Intergroup and the use of synergies is guaranteed.

(( SOCIAL ECONOMY &

J)) INTERGROUP

The new Intergroup is composed of 87 members.
The co-chairs of the intergroup are:

A Maravillas Abadia (EPP, Spain)
A Irene Tinagli (S&D, Italy)
A Ignazio Roberto Marino (Verts/ALE, Italy)

Vice-chairs of the Intergroup are:

Camilla Laureti (S&D, Italy)

Alexandra Mehnert (PPE, Germany)
Idoia Mendia (S&D, Spain)

Benedetta Scuderi (Verts/ALE, Italy)
Stéphanie Yon-Courtin (Renew, France)
Li Andersson (The Left, Finland)

D D> B> >



https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/intergroup/details/7907/Intergroup%20on%20the%20Social%20Economy%20and%20Services%20of%20General%20Interest
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EC commitment to full implementation of the Social Economy Acti
Plan

The third objective of SE 1s to p
the way for a renewed commitment from the European “

Commission to continue its support for implementing :
the Social Economy Action Plan. The Action Plan was
adopted by the EC in Dec:
commitment to it had to be renewed for the coming
European Parliamentary term.

The ECO6s prior ¢ o mrmiarhascladt s )| Building
to a wide range of initiatives in three areas. As the EC oot et | LT ECOMOMYY
itself states, these are: ' -~ that works
’ ' far people:
< . . . an action plan
A Creating the right framework conditions for the Foa tha eocisl

social economy to thrive (i.e. the Council economy
Recommendation on developing social
economy framework conditions)

B
[
i

A Opening up opportunities and support to
capacity building (i.e. funding opportunities
and training, reskilling and upskilling schemes)

A Enhancing recognition of the social economy and its potential (i.e. the new European
Competence Centre for Social Innovation)

The EC6s commitment was eventually renewed in e:
Letter to Commissioner Roxana Minzatu, who is in charge of Social Economy in the EU. In
the Letter, Commission President Ursula von der Leyen called on Mrs. Minzatu to ensure the

fdevel opment of the social economy, notably by f
Pl ano.

BKKWg!t NSSEY+g1 UEg1 €SS

The renewal of the I ntergroup, the Commi ssionbo
Economy Action Plan and the selection of a Commissioner to steward Social Economy all

ensure that SE voices will be heard at the highe

the coming four years.

SEE6s success in achieving these three olg ective
collective push from its members, from partner networks and grass roots SE organisations,

allied MEPs and internal leadership. It was also made possible by the extraordinary support

of members who contributed both in-kind and through donations to design campaigns both

online via social media and at in-person events.

&6
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Ofcourse, SEE6s memorandum objectives were also achie
t he | nt e r-dpair®ang ice-chairs whose backing has been pivotal. This would not

have been possible without the work and support of their political groups, in particular EPP,

S&D, Greens/EFA, but also The Left and Renew. We also warmly thank key MEPs such as

Cecilia Strada (S&D, Italy), Cynthia Ni Mhurchi (Renew, Ireland), Leoluca Orlando
(Greens/EFA, Italy) and Estrella Galan (The Left). We look forward to working closely with

MEPs of the Social Economy and Services of General Interest, as well as with Mrs. Roxana

Minzatu and other Commissioners in implementing the Social Economy Action Plan over the

coming years.
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2024 In Figures
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Submitted projects Ongoing projects
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1 Interventions in more

Social Economy than 38 conferences &
Intergroup seminars

12
European SE
conferences

Participation in EU working
groups: 8 meetings and 2
events with 4 working
groups

7 Articles on the
website &
2 external

11
Newsletters

8.130
followers on X
& 171 post

198



KEY MILESTONES AND EVENTS

2024 January

23/01: SEE President Juan Antonio Pedrefo and Director Sarah de Heusch spoke at the
UCOMUR event on EU funding in Murcia (Spain), addressing European programmes of
interest to the Social Economy

28/01: Publication of joint reply to the consultation on the EC Proposal for a Directive on
European Cross-Border Associations

29/01: Director Sarah de Heusch intervenes at the SE4CEA event at the EESC in Brussels,
moderating a panel di scussion entitled AWhat
economy?0


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13538-Single-market-proposal-for-a-legislative-initiative-on-cross-border-activities-of-associations/F3446749_en

: “ .europ” am
.europd.eu ? g EESCRUTOP ~ &

29-31/01: President Pedrefio attends the launch of the Ibero-American Network for the
Promotion of the Social and Solidarity Economy in México, alongside representatives from six
Ibero-American countries.

30/01-01/02: Director Sarah de Heusch participates in the Social and Solidarity and Social
Innovation National Forum in France, exploring opportunities and challenges for the Social
and Solidarity Economy in the EU.



31/01: The SEDLEX project is launched in Brussels, with SEE as an associate partner. The
project aims to conduct research to examine how Social Economy organisations use social
dialogue to manage their business models.

31/01: SEE and Euricse meet with the coordinators of the Digital Ecosystem LSP (Large-scale
Skills Partnership) to discuss best practice, exchange insights and envisage potential
synergies.

31/01: BaSE project finishes the first part of the research with the identification, validation and
prioritisation of competence gaps in the Social Economy, focusing on the fair, green and digital
transitions.
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2024 February

06/02: Director Sarah de Heusch intervenes at the ITCILO Master course on Social Innovation
for Sustainable Development, giving a presentation on the role of SEE, diversity in the Social
Economy and the SEO $osacialinmpuagon.cont ri but i on

v <
]
Social Economy Etrope S... Beloved-Dan Obinna Ani.. Sarah Melissa Pimentel Donatti

Francine Kaneza/Kigali-R... Lillian Mwendwa Kubai Johanna Chan Daniela Moreno Aguirre

Gabriela Alpizar Beth Zener

Social Innovation ITCILO Gabriela Alpizar Alexander Kesselring / As... Beth Zener

Sara Holburt Aisuluu Meyma... Enrique BLANCO Randa Abu-Rah... Hiba/lIslamabad...

Sara Holburt Aisuluu Meymankan / Bis.. % Enrique BLANCO Randa Abu-Rahmeh Hiba/Islamabad/6PM

LEIERTE - ] OECD - Daniel... Solange Umutoni Carine Kidilu M...
AR

Tala Sweis Keren Asaba OECD - Daniel Bayram Solange Umutoni Carine Kidilu Mvemba

07-08/02: Director Sarah de Heusch & Project Lead Paula de Diego attend the kick-off
meeting of Laurel project in Barcelona.




12-13 February: European Social Economy Conference, Liége

On 12 and 13 February 2024, SEE attended the European Social Economy Conference in

Li ge, Bel gi um, which was entitled AThe Soci al E
held in the framework of the Belgian Presidency of the EU Council, and thanks to the efforts

of the Belgian government this was one of the largest European Social Economy events ever

held, surpassing the 500 attendees at San Sebastian in 2023.

The conference brought together over 600 participants from Social Economy grassroots
organisations, and welcomed an unprecedented number of EU Ministers and delegates from

19 EU Member States supporting the Social Economy in their political agendas. SEE was the

only organisation invited to the ministerial meeting and was represented by President Juan

Antonio Pedrefio. Many of the SEE primary lines of advocacy were promoted with the

signature of the Liege Roadmap, a document that affirms the importance of SE on the political

agenda, and which complements the 2023 San Sebastian Manifesto. The plan included 25
commitmentstoboost t he Soci al Economy in Europe and sup|
EU Election Memorandum demands: the implementation of the Social Economy Action Plan

and the designation of a Commissioner for the Social Economy.

a0 E ) | \ !
TR A e U [T 5



https://socialeconomy2024.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/LiegeRoadmap-SocialEconomy-3-final_propre.pdf
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Manifiesto-ingles-2.pdf
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b e Christie MORREALE

Vice-President of the Walfoon Government, Mini e
> e t, Minister for

E__u Employment, Training, Health, Social Action & Sodt{I EU
belgiumz4.eu Economy, Equal Opportunities and Women's Rights o3k e

belgiumiseu

The event was a great success for SE, stimulating important dialogue and exchange and
putting new momentum behind Social Economy advocacy. Interventions were made by a
number of prominent SE actors, including EU Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights
Nicolas Schmit and President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) Oliver
Ropke.

—
belgium24.eu

belgium24.eu

25%



14/02: SEE holds its first General Assembly of the year in Brussels. The hybrid-format meeting
benefited from the renewed mo me n t uam thea mast
representative Social Economy organisation at the European level. The new internal
governance model was discussed, as were the upcoming SEE election in June and the three
main objectives of the SEE Memorandum for the European elections 2024.

highl |
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2024 March

05/03: SEE, Euricse and the European Commission organise an online event for the LSP for

the Proximity and Social Economy Ecosystem, a large-scale skill partnership with over 200

members. During the event brainstorming activities were organissdand t he LSPO&s new
commitments was presented

A—

JEURIC!

for a Social E

13/03: Sarah de Heusch participates in a meeting with ESS France (the French Chambre of
the Social and Solidarity Economy) on the international dimension of the Social Economy.

21-22/03: SEE participates in the annual Pact for Skills Forum as co-coordinator of the Large-
scale Skills Partnership (LSP) for the Proximity and Social Economy ecosystem. EU
Commissioners Nicolas Schmit and Thierry Breton spoke on the need for re-/upskilling to
tackle labour shortages and the importance of EU Industrial Strategy ecosystems,
respectively. Sessions were also held on good practice, challenges, SMEs and other topics of
interest to the Social Economy.




2024 April

12/04: Sarah de Heusch intervenes at the INAPP event on the Cultural & Creative Economy
and Social Economy ecosystem in Rome.

G‘ﬁ

APP

ISTITUTO NAZIONALE PER L'ANALISI
DELLE POLITICHE PUBBLICHE

In

15-16/04: SEE Vice President, Patrizi Bussi attends a social summit for the presentation of
the La Hulpe Declaration and its commitment to the EU Pillar of Social Rights.
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16 April: Intergroup event at the EP, Brussels
On 16 April 2024, SEE organised the European Par
(as secretariat of the Intergroup), entitled ATI

the European Parliament in Brussels. This event was an important opportunity to promote the

Social Economy within the EP to call for the renewal of the intergroup on SE and the further

i mpl ementation of the SE Action Pl an. I't was ho
Toia (S&D, Italy) and brought together over 100 attendees including high-level representatives

and key figures for the Social Economy such as MEP co-chairs of the SIEGE, including Brando

Benifei and Patrizia Toia (S&D), Monica Semedo (Renew), Jordi Cafas (Renew, Spain) and

Claude Gruffat (Greens/EFA).
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There were also video interventions from European Commissioner for Employment and Social
Rights Nicolas Schmi tPresidénpand Midister db keabooirnadd Sdaiak e
Economy Yolanda Diaz, and Minister from the Walloon government of Belgium Christie
Morreale, representing the then-current Presidency of the EU Council, who organised the
recently signed Liege Roadmap. A roundtable of social economy actors presented Social
Economy solutions for the Green Transition (Neva Nahtigal, Director, Rreuse, energy (Dirk
Vansintjan, President, Rescoop), housing (Anne Lise Barberon, Head of Public Affairs, VYV
Group), inclusivity of vulnerable groups (Chris Gordon, CEO of Irish Social Enterprise Network
and member of the Board of Directors of ENSIE), employment (Giuseppe Guerini, President
of Cecop) and digitisation (Jeanne Bretécher, President of SOGA). A report on the event can
be found here.
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https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Intergroup-report-final.pdf







































































































































































































