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Clean Industrial Autonomy

Social Economy (SE) enterprises contribute
to green & locally rooted (re)industrialization
of the EU that leaves no one behind through:

¢ Innovative and clean technologies
(including energy)

e Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency

¢ Local and Sustainable Agri-Food Systems

Economic Growth &
Entrepreneurship & Investment

SE fosters:

e Solutions for businesses of all sizes to
reduce running costs

e Adapted financial solutions, Business
Development Services

e Entrepreneurship for all, including women
and migrant workers

e Retain business activities through workers
buy-out which provides solutions against
delocalization, killer-acquisitions & retiring
business in search of successor

e Rural/ local development

Energy

SE significantly contributes to the renewable
energy sector by:

e The establishment of energy communities
and cooperatives

e Fostering energy independence and
resilience against price volatility

e Addressing energy poverty by providing
affordable energy solutions

Digital Solutions

SE provides unique digital solutions that enable
data sovereignty:

Data cooperatives and free open-source digital
solutions, the only ones that allow for creating
data commons

Bridging the digital divide through training
Solutions for fair digital labour

Democracy
SE strengthens democracy by:

Allowing for all voices to be heard in the
public space

Involvement of local communities in
decision-making processes

SE being a pillar of civil society

Skills

SE provide training programs to upskill
labour force, particularly:

Training to all in all types of education
Adapted training programs for people with
support needs in the frame of work
integration

Allowing to retain skills through workers buy-
out (against delocalization)

Housing

SE ensures affordable housing through models
like coopertive housing & community land-trust.
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SE promotes inclusion by:

e Developing community-based services tailored
Care & Health to the needs of vulnerable people.
e Work integration social enterprises provide

SE plays a key role in providing accessible, training and employment opportunities.

affordable and quality health and care
system. SE specifically targets: QUCIlity Food

e Services in underserved areas

e Treatments and financing for both SE contributes to increased food sovereignty and

neglected and rare diseases foster sustainable agricultural practices featured by:

e Human-centered approach to service * Local food systems (e.g. Community-Supported
provision Agriculture (CSA), by connecting local producers

 Research at the forefront of social and directly with consumers.
technological innovation in the care e Agricultural cooperatives ensure that farmers
sector receive fair prices, and better working conditions.
e Promotion of environmental sustainability by
lowering emissions from transportation

¢ Integrated approach especially in
terms of long-term care
¢ Innovation through multi-stakeholder

health cooperatives
P The social economy EMPLOYS 11.5 MILLION people,

¢ Health education and prevention
programs

Gender Equality

representing 6.3% of the total employed
population in the EU.

REVENUE/TURNOVER (EUR) : 912 billion EUR

SE promotes gender equality by:
Across the entire social economy, there are more

e Providing highest rate of female employment than 4.3 million entities

e Advocating for gender-sensitive policies in the
broader labor market.

e Offering opportunities targeted to women,
particularly in industries where they are
underrepresented

There are over 95 million cooperative memberships
and 135 million association memberships across 16
EU member states.

Number of people employed in the EU social economy by sector

Agri-Food

Industry

Energy and utilities
Construction and real estates
Transport

Retail

Food & Accommodation
Financial & insurance services
Cleaning & landscape activities
Education

Health & Social care

Creative, arts, and entertainment activities

Other sectors

Source : European Comission (2024): Benchmarking the socio-economic performance of the EU social economy.

Available data does not cover all EU Countries.
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