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Introduction
On Thursday 7 October 2021, the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup organised a hybrid
public hearing in San Sebastian: Social Economy as an Industrial Ecosystem: a catalyst to Build
Back Better and Fairer.
It was the first time since the creation of the Social Economy Intergroup in 1990 that a public hearing was
held outside of the EU Institutions in Brussels and Strasbourg. The Social Economy Intergroup travelled
to San Sebastian for a simple reason, in the Basque Country (Spain), the social economy is a key
industrial player, accounting for 13% of all industrial jobs.
The public hearing was organised in cooperation with Social Economy Europe and with the support of
the High Council of Basque Cooperatives (CSCE-EKGK) and of the Basque Confederation of
Cooperatives (KONFEKOOP). Two entities that on that very same week held the Denon Artean, the
Awards of the Basque Cooperative Movement that -on this occasion- were delivered to Ariel Guarco,
President of the International Cooperative Alliance.
The purpose of the public hearing was to highlight and exchange about the inclusion of the social
economy as one of the 14 Industrial Ecosystems for the EU’s recovery announced in the updated EU
Industrial Strategy, which was released in May 2021. It also served, to explore the inter-relations
between EU’s Industrial Strategy and the European Action Plan for the Social Economy, that will be
released by the European Commission in December 2021.
Page 1

What are the Industrial Ecosystems and the Action Plan for the Social Economy?
Europe is embarking on a transition towards climate neutrality and digital leadership. The European
industrial strategy aims to ensure that European industry can lead the way as we enter this new age. On
10 March 2020, the Commission laid the foundations for an industrial strategy that would support the
twin transitions to a green and digital economy, make EU industry more competitive globally, and
enhance Europe’s open strategic autonomy. However, The Covid-19 pandemic changed the
landscape and so a targeted update was required, considering key issues highlighted by the crisis
including: borders restricting free movement of people, goods and services; interrupted global supply
chains affecting availability of essential products; and disruption of demand. To monitor the Single
Market, it was strategized as 14 Industrial Ecosystems, which would be used for annual analysis. The
social economy and proximity were included as one of these 14 ecosystems reflecting the relevance
and importance of the social economy in the eyes of the European Union.

Image from: https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-industrial-strategy_en

These ecosystems will be used to diversify international partnerships; create industrial alliances;
and monitor strategic dependencies. Each Industrial ecosystem encompasses all players operating in
a value chain: from the smallest start-ups to the largest companies, from academia to research, service
providers to suppliers.
In addition to this updated Industrial Strategy, the European Union has been demonstrating an
accelerated interest for the social economy, having included the social economy in over 20 European
Commission Communications and policy initiatives, such as the Recovery Plan, the Next
Generation EU, the Youth Employment Initiative, the Circular Economy Action Plan, the European
Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan, the Skills Agenda, the European Climate Pact, the New
Consumer Agenda, the Renovation Wave, the Africa Strategy, the LGTBIQ Strategy, and the
Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans among others.
Since the European election of 2014, social economy representative organisations, led by Social
Economy Europe; the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup; the European Economic and
Social Committee; and an important number of Member States called on the European Commission to
take a step forward towards a European Action Plan for the Social Economy. This Action Plan would be
a key tool to systematically incorporate the social economy into the different socio-economic policies of
the European Union, as well as into its actions to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. These
calls were heard, and the Commission announced that an Action Plan for the Social economy would be
adopted in December 2021. The Action Plan for the Social Economy is a central part of the
Commission’s Fair Economy Package, that aims at implementing the policy objective for 2019-2024 “An
Economy that works for people”.
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Report of the Public Hearing:
The Director of Social Economy Europe (SEE) Víctor Meseguer welcomed in person and online
participants to this first hybrid Social Economy Intergroup public hearing on Social Economy as an
Industrial Ecosystem. SEE Director began by calling on stage the hosts of the Intergroup in the Basque
Country and San Sebastian: the Presidents of the High-Council of Basque Cooperatives (CSCEEKGK), a public private body gathering sector representatives, researchers, and public authorities; and
of Confederation of Basque Cooperatives (Konfekoop), Patxi Olabarria and Rosa Lavin. Both Mr.
Olabarria and Ms. Lavin welcomed to the 80 in person participants and the over 260 online registered
participants from all over the EU and beyond. Both Presidents of the Basque Cooperative Movement
expressed their honour to host the Social Economy Intergroup, and their willingness, as a highly
developed social economy ecosystem to contribute and share experiences to strengthen the social
economy at EU and global level.

Opening Remarks
Victor Meseguer

Thierry Breton

Patrizia Toia

Idoia Mendia

Jordi Cañas

Juan Antonio Pedreño

Thierry Breton, European Commissioner for Internal Market
In his video-message, Commissioner Thierry Breton explained that the social economy, from
associations providing personal and social services, to agricultural co-operatives, has played a central
role in Europe’s resilience during the COVID-19 crisis. Sometimes, working hand in hand with other
industrial actors, social economy enterprises and organisations made it possible to produce mask,
gloves, tests, ventilators and other essential goods and services. Two obvious examples of this reality,
among many other, are the cooperatives Bexen Medical, which is part of Mondragon Corporation, that
adapted its production to manufacture 60 million protective masks in 2020 in the Basque Country
(Spain), or La Coop des Masques, that also emerged in Brittany (France) to respond to the very same
need and generate local employment and economic opportunities.
Commissioner Breton added that the Social Economy and proximity industrial ecosystem can become a
true catalyst to build back better and fairer. He stressed that for several decades, social economy entities
have led the way towards the circular economy; and towards a ‘sharing economy’, where the product is a
service, instead of a good that we use and throw away. Commissioner Breton underlined that we must
draw on these experiences to guarantee inclusive and just green and digital transitions a, while providing
quality jobs and opportunities to our local communities.
To achieve these ambitious objectives, Mr. Breton emphasised that the EU needs an updated and
modern policy toolbox, to support public-private/social economy partnerships, to boost social
innovation, and to mobilise investments in emerging markets and innovative initiatives.
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In this way, he explained that the European Action Plan for the Social Economy, that will be published
by the end of 2021, is being conceived and prepared to boost access to markets, to further integrate
social economy companies in strategic value chains, to boost social and environmental innovation, and
to support social economy’s access to finance and EU funding. In parallel to the Social Economy Action
Plan, Mr. Breton announced that the Commission will launch a staff working document on Transition
Pathways for the Social Economy and Proximity Ecosystem, as a follow up of the updated Industrial
Strategy. It will complement the Action Plan, and will allow to define, with the participation of all
stakeholders involved, the concrete actions and an industrial vision for the future of the social economy.
In this framework, Commissioner Breton underlined that he works closely with Commissioner for Jobs
and Social Rights Nicolas Schmit, to make those initiatives a true success. To do so, ambition and
inclusiveness are required:
Ambition to guarantee a level playing field on the Single Market for all
social economy players. To cooperate with Member States to design
suitable and moderns legal and policy frameworks.
Ambition to support the upskilling and reskilling of social economy
employees and entrepreneurs, and to boost social economy’s access to
finance.
Inclusiveness, because this effort will require the active participation
of all social economy stakeholders and of the public authorities
engaged in the promotion of the social economy.
To conclude, Commissioner Breton promised to continue to do everything in the hand of the European
Commission to support the development of social economy enterprises and organisations as key
economic, industrial, and social players.

Idoia Mendia, Vice-President of the Basque Government and
Minister for Labour & Jobs
In her video-message, Ms. Idoia Mendia, Vice-President of the Basque Government, began her speech
by stressing that we live in times of deep transformation and, in this framework, in which the social
economy, its philosophy, and the values that it represents, will be essential to achieve more cohesive,
sustainable, and prosperous societies. The Basque Country’s economy has been able to resist with
strength Covid-19 and the subsequent socio-economic crisis, and the role that the social
economy has played is especially relevant.
Ms. Mendia underlined that the social economy represents 9.4% of all jobs in the Basque Country, with
nearly 89,000 people working in cooperatives, labour societies, and work integration social
enterprises. Regarding industry, 13% of the industrial workforce in the Basque country is employed by a
social economy enterprise. Furthermore, already before the crisis, the social economy had an agreement
and a vision for its modernisation, to adapt and lead the green, digital, and demographic transitions, and
to strengthen the healthcare and welfare system. Already in 2019, a new Cooperative Law was approved
by the Basque Parliament,
Ms. Mendia explained that the Basque Government has put the social economy at the heart of its
recovery and resilience strategy, through four initiatives:
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The implementation of the new Cooperative Law, approved in 2019.
Support the development of social economy enterprises and organisations,
with actions aiming at increasing the number of members and workers, and to
strengthen the inter-cooperation within the social economy community,
as well as the consolidation of its representative networks and bodies.
Support upskilling and reskilling, strengthen social economy management
education, as well as the implementation of social and environmental
responsibility strategies, which are very much aligned with the DNA of the
social economy.
Boost technological, social, managerial, and environmental innovation within
social economy enterprises and organisations.
Ms. Mendia added that the social economy is part of the identity of the Basque Country and an example
for traditional business in terms of management, inclusion of all relevant stakeholders, democracy, and
responsibility. She also stressed how the upcoming Basque strategy for developing the social economy
should be aligned with the Spanish Social Economy Strategy 2021-2027, and with the European Social
Economy Action Plan, all working towards the implementation of the SDGs. A true coordination between
the sub-Member State, Member States and EU levels.
Vice-President Mendia concluded by explaining that in the Basque Country, social economy enterprises
are present in all sectors, with a strong presence in industry, the circular economy, and social services.
The Basque government has the conviction that collective entrepreneurship forms, as we increasingly
observe in the digital and platform economy, are gaining importance, visibility, and social support, as a
means to empower workers and citizens and to achieve just transitions.
To conclude, Vice-President Mendia emphasised that future rhymes with social economy, as its values of
solidarity, collective entrepreneurship, participation of workers, democracy, and reinvestment in the local
communities, are with no doubt the way forward to build cohesive, sustainable, and prosperous societies.

Jordi Cañas, MEP (Renew, Spain), Vice-Chair of the Social Economy
Intergroup
Jordi Cañas MEP (Renew, Spain), was introduced as rapporteur of the European Parliament’s own
initiative report on the The EU Action Plan for the Social Economy, that will be approved in early 2022,
aiming at monitoring and accompanying the implementation of the European Action Plan for the Social
Economy.
Mr. Cañas began by stating that the upcoming European Action Plan for the Social Economy means that
the Commission is conscious of the importance of this industrial ecosystem. The Commission seems to
fully understand how fundamental the social economy is for the to achieve all our collective goals as a
Union as just Green and Digital Transitions, and the full implementation of the European Pillar of Social
Rights and its objectives to boost inclusion, social cohesion, quality jobs, welfare, work life balance, or
the upskilling and reskilling of the EU’s labour force among other. Mr. Cañas stressed:

"There are few socio-economic realities with such an overarching potential
to contribute to our main goals and to overcome our challenges, as the
social economy." - Jordi Cañas MEP
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He continued that the fact that the social economy is recognised as an industrial ecosystem is important.
Until now the social economy has not been on everybody´s radar or given the importance it deserves.
Mr Cañas, stressed that to achieve an ambitious and effective European Action Plan for the Social
Economy, we must go back to basics: a European social economy taxonomy is very much needed.
Such a definition should encompass the diversity of the European social economy, that unites a wide
range of legal forms across the EU sharing common principles and features, and should serve to
preserve and identity of the social economy and further project and support its potential to grow and
contribute to our common objective of a highly dynamic economy that works for people and the planet:

"When we Europeans, speaking different languages, speak about the social
economy, we should be talking about the same: a diverse reality with
common values. We should be able to understand each other. The
Commission can accompany and support the emergence of such a
taxonomy." - Jordi Cañas MEP
He stressed that the role of the European Parliament and its own initiative report will be to accompany
and add value to the European Commission’s initiative. To conclude, Mr. Cañas invited all stakeholders,
from social economy networks to individual companies, to get in touch with him and his team, to better
understand their needs and expectations and reflect them in the report that he is preparing.

Patrizia Toia, MEP (S&D, IT) Co-Chair of the Social Economy
Intergroup
Patrizia Toia MEP (S&D, IT) joined the public hearing from Strasbourg, and began by stressing that the
social economy, its networks, and stakeholders, but also all those that support this movement, as the
MEPs members of the Social Economy Intergroup, should use this momentum to advance the role of this
other form of doing business within the main socio-economic policies of the EU as the Industrial Strategy
and Next Generation EU and its Recovery and Resilience Facility.
Ms. Toia emphasised that the National Recovery and Resilience Plans, which have been designed and
now are being implemented by the 27 Member States represent an immense opportunity for the social
economy to lead the transitions. According to Ms. Toia, the transitions are not just twin -green and
digital-, but also inclusive, because they will only succeed if they provide cohesion and equality (shared
prosperity) to our societies.

“I ask you to correct people when you hear them talking about the twin
transition, it is a triple transition, as inclusion should be one of the pillars.”
- Patrizia Toia MEP
The Social-Democratic Co-Chair of the Intergroup welcomed Commissioner Breton speech, as well as
the inclusion of the Social Economy and proximity in the Industrial Strategy as one of the fourteen
industrial ecosystems for the EU’s recovery. Ms. Toia stated:

“This is an excellent recognition, now we need to be concrete and coherent
and mobilise policy tools to support the social economy ecosystem.”
- Patrizia Toia MEP
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Regarding the policy tools, Ms. Toia mentioned the following priority areas:
The InvestEU, for which she stressed that the EU needs to demonstrate
its capacity to channel meaningful investments into innovative social
economy projects and social infrastructure, making sure that the offer
meets the demand.
The Single Market Programme (former COSME programme for SMEs),
in which the European Parliament managed -during trilogues (tripartite
negotiations between the European Commission, the European
Parliament and the Council)- to include the social economy as an
investment priority.
A Social Economy legal definition/taxonomy: a compass to ensure
the convergence and modernisation of the social economy legal and
policy frameworks of the different EU Member States.
Ms. Toia, also mentioned two important European Parliament’s projects: the INI report on The EU
Action plan for the social economy, in which the EMPL Committee is currently working, and a possible
and relevant project on Workers Buy Outs (transfer of business to the employees under a social
economy, very often cooperative, form). A useful tool to empower employees, and make them
protagonists of saving their jobs, and companies, a system to protect Europe’s industrial heritage from
potential delocalisation or bad management practices, as well as an alternative for businesses in which
the owner is retiring with no obvious successor.

·Juan Antonio Pedreño, President of Social Economy Europe
Social Economy Europe’s President began by welcoming everybody to this important hearing, stating
that this is the first time the Intergroup had been held outside of the European Parliament in Brussels or
Strasbourg. He thanked the High Council of Basque Cooperatives (CSCE-EKGK) and the Basque
Confederation of Cooperatives (Konfekoop) for their important efforts to host this public hearing in the
city of San Sebastian.
SEE President described the European Action Plan for the Social Economy as a strategy seeking to
boost the conducive ecosystem for the development of the social economy across Europe and beyond:

“The presentation of the Social Economy Action Plan will be the beginning of
a new time for the EU social economy, an initiative that must lead all
enterprises and entities of the social economy to scale up at EU and global
level.” - Juan Antonio Pedreño
Mr. Pedreño reminded that Social Economy Europe has been at the forefront in advocating to achieve
the European Action Plan for the Social Economy:

“The Social Economy Action Plan was among our proposals for the 2014 EU
elections, then together with the Social Economy Intergroup we worked on a
policy paper that we presented to former Commission Vice-President Jyrki
Katainen in 2018, and this year, following the invitation of the European
Commission to provide concrete inputs and proposals, we presented a new
policy paper with 7 priorities for EU action and 51 concrete policy proposals.”
- Juan Antonio Pedreño
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Social Economy Europe’s President also reminded that the way towards the Action Plan has been highly
participative and would not have been possible without the involvement of the European Parliament and
its Social Economy Intergroup, Member States, the EESC and the CoR. Mr. Pedreño stressed that
Commissioner Nicolas Schmit promoted the High-Level Group of Member States in favour of the Social
Economy in 2015, when he was Mister of Labour and Social Economy of Luxembourg and persuaded a
group of six Member States to sign Luxembourg Declaration on Social Economy. Five years later the
Toledo Declaration on Social Economy, promoted by the Spanish Government in 2020, was
supported by 20 Member States.
Beyond reminding these important milestones on the way to the Action Plan, SEE President, shared
some of the elements that in the opinion of Social Economy Europe, as the voice of social economy
enterprises and organisations in the EU, will lead to an effective EU Action Plan for the Social Economy:

The Action Plan should foresee a policy toolbox to support Member States and public authorities
in general willing to develop, update or modernise their social economy laws and public policies.
Aiming to boost the development of social economy enterprises and social economy
entrepreneurship; aiming to generate conducive framework conditions, including key areas as
public procurement, entrepreneurship educations, upskilling and reskilling etc.
An Action Plan that respecting the EU’s cultural and legal diversity, should be able to establish a
social economy operational concept. In the same way, Mr. Pedreño reminded that at the virtual
event The Social and Solidarity Economy: From the Margins to the Mainstream, the Secretary
General of the OECD Mathias Cormann announced that the international organisation, building
on its cooperation with the EU, that has allowed the OECD Global Action on Social and
Solidarity Economy, will work on social economy guiding principles, as a tool to update and setup new social economy laws and public policies across the world. Mr. Pedreño added:

"This is about learning and exchanging, learning from innovations,
successes and sometimes the mistakes of public authorities that have
undertaken a similar policy path before you. In our experience at SEE, there
is one obvious message that I would like to share: nothing for us, without us.
Social economy public policies are especially effective when co-created and
implemented in cooperation with the relevant stakeholders." - Juan Antonio
Pedreño
Additionally, SEE President, emphasised that the Social Economy Action should also serve to:
Boost the visibility of the social economy through statistics capturing its whole socio-economic
reality, as Portugal has done through its Social Economy Satellite Accounts, a Single European
Gateway centralising all EU opportunities, studies and action which are relevant to the social
economy; and a project in which SEE strongly believes the election -on an annual basis- of a
European Social Economy Capital, awarding the local authorities that include the social
economy as a cornerstone of their economic development strategies and implement coherent
and ambitious social economy policies.
To improve access to finance and EU funding for social economy enterprises and organisations,
through EU instruments and programmes as the InvestEU, the ESF Plus, the ERDF or the Next
Generation and the national Recovery and Resilience Plans.
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And to generate a specific state aid framework for social economy enterprises which are
providing solutions to social and market failures: as the work integration of individuals at risk of
social exclusion or the provision of social housing. Certain social economy enterprises, as those
for which up 70% of its employees are people with disabilities, cannot have the same treatment
under the state aid rules, as traditional SMEs.
SEE President, called for a Social Economy Action Plan with horizon of at least 5 years for its
implementation and that should not be a one shot, because promoting the social economy, and its
diversity of entrepreneurial models is far from being a one-shot task; and requested to the European to
continue and strengthen its cooperation with SEE networks.
To conclude, President Pedreño stressed that the social economy has a historic opportunity to scale up
at EU and global level and declared:

“Seizing this opportunity to scale up requires strengthening our capacity to
inter-cooperate. Working together, unleashing our full potential, we can build
back better and fairer, we can ensure that the transitions are just, that no
one is left behind. Through our values and enterprise/organisation models
we can build a cohesive, democratic, and prosperous Future of Europe.”
- Juan Antonio Pedreño
After President’s Pedreño, Patrizia Bussi, Director of ENSIE and Vice-President of SEE, took the floor
to present and moderate the roundtable on “The Social Economy Action Plan: an opportunity to
Scale Up Social Economy across Europe and unlock its full potential to Build Back Better &
fairer”.

Patrizia Bussi

Mikel Irujo Amezaga Gabriel Bastos

Maravillas Espin

Gabriel Bastos, Secretary of State for Social Security of Portugal
State Secretary Gabriel Bastos gave a Portuguese perspective on the expectations regarding the
European Action Plan the Social Economy. He explained that much is at stake, with critical societal
challenges ahead. He repeated the words of Ms. Idoia Mendia: “the future needs social economy”. He
explained how Portugal held the Presidency of the Council of the EU in the first half of 2021 and still
holds the Presidency of the Monitoring Committee for the Luxembourg Declaration, through which
Portugal’s goal is to promote the social economy as an engine of economic and social progress for all,
with a special focus on quality and decent jobs for all. He explained the importance of the EU Pillar of
Social Rights in this context and how the Porto Social Summit in May was pivotal in moving forwards
on these matters.
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Along these lines, Mr Bastos declared:

“Building a stronger and more resilient Europe, can only be achieved by
investing in people; the richness of our societies relies on competitiveness,
but also on its ability to create opportunities for all members of the
community.” - Gabriel Bastos
Mr. Bastos emphasised that investing in people is crucial through reskilling and upskilling Europe’s
workforce:

“We also need to invest for economic and ethical reasons, we cannot waste
human capital, it is our most valuable asset. We must act decently and be
loyal to the EU social model. The fight against poverty, the fight against
inequalities should be at the top of the political agendas.” - Gabriel Bastos
He then highlighted five events that have been held in Portugal, and its network of five cities which are
European Capital of the Social Economy 2021:
The Portuguese Presidency Conference on The role of the Social Economy in Job
Creation and the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights, held on March
29 in Sintra.
The public ceremony of the António Sérgio Awards to Cooperation, held on 28 April in
Torres Vedras.
The Social Innovation 2021 Forum, held on 17-18 June in Braga.
The Monitoring Committee of the Luxembourg Declaration meeting, held on July 13 in
Cascais, at which Cascais Declaration on Social Economy was adopted by 13 EU
Member States.
And the Iberian Social Economy Summit, held on September 8 in Coimbra with the
participation of the Portuguese Minister of Labour Ana Mendes Godinho, and the VicePresident of the Spanish Government Yolanda Díaz.
State Secretary Bastos explained that the Social Economy Action Plan must be visible, robust, and
efficient. In the context of the Recovery and Resilience Plans, the social economy will play a strong role,
especially in strengthening resilience, and accelerating a citizens led climate transition and digital
transitions. He continued to highlight several reforms in which the social economy does and should play
an important role, including primary health care, which is provided to a large extent by social economy
entities. Social services reforms for the elderly, and regional strategies to combat exclusion and finally,
decent work promotion agenda. Moreover, climate transition is aided by the social economy´s large role
in the circular economy. He added that social economy enterprises and entities should increase their
levels of digitalisation through training and capacity building, which is a strong asset of the social
economy.
Mr Bastos concluded by explaining the importance of the social economy in the Portuguese economy
and in resisting to the COVID crisis, where social economy organisations were at the forefront in
providing urgent help to social needs, reacting with innovative solutions, and helping public services
respond sooner.
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Maravillas Espin, Director General for Social Economy, SelfEmployment, and CSR of Spain
Ms. Maravillas Espin spoke on the impact that the Social Economy Action Plan will have. She welcomed
the fact that the way to the Action has bee a highly participative and reminded some key milestones that
have taken place since 2020: the approval of Toledo Declaration on Social Economy by 20 Member
States, the Mannheim Declaration on Social Economy, adopted on May 2021 as the main output of the
European Social Economy Summit organised by the European Commission in cooperation with the
German city; and the adoption by 13 EU MS of Cascais Declaration on Social Economy. Ms. Espin
also welcomed the European Commission roadmap, that allowed 113 institutions, organisations, and
individuals, to have their say on the Action Plan.
Ms. Espin announced that in parallel to presentation of the European Social Economy Action Plan, Spain
will also launch its Social Economy Strategy 2021-2027. A Strategy that is currently being co-created
with the stakeholders, researchers and with all the regional and local authorities which in Spain are
strongly committed to the promotion of these business models. The Spanish Social Economy Director
General, insisted on the importance of a high degree of convergence and complementarity between the
EU, national, and regional and local social economy policies: “Acting convergently and on a
coordinated matter, our impact on boosting social economy entrepreneurship will be much more
relevant”.
Ms. Espin also shared some her insights and ideas for the implementation of an effective Social
Economy Action Plan:
She stressed that social economy legal frameworks are an issue of paramount importance, and
convergence among Member States and legal and cultural backgrounds can be achieved by
focusing on the values shared by all social economy actors. The values and principles of primacy
of people and the social objective, democratic governance, and reinvestment of most profits, are
the common point in which all social economy forms converge. In this sense, she reminded that
Spain is currently celebrating the 10 years of its Social Economy Law, the first framework law for
all social economy actors approved in the EU, with consensus of the main parliamentary groups.
She agreed that visibility is another key area of action and brought the following questions:
Visibility to whom? Institutions? Member States? Citizens? In her opinion, the answer is easy,
visibility towards all these collectives, and then by whom? In her opinion all hands are needed,
and more bridges and more cooperation between stakeholders, public authorities, researchers,
and the media is needed.
Regarding access to finance, Ms. Espin underlined the need to mobilise both public and private
financing, always considering the key role of social economy financial institutions, as cooperative
and ethical banks among other, as key partners of the social economy and the public sector.
Furthermore, she also referred to the importance of modern public procurement, aiming not only
at buying but also achieving societal and environmental goals.

To conclude, Ms. Espin emphasised that there is no doubt that the social economy will play a key role in
the implementation of the Spanish Recovery Plan. She underlined, that this is not just a political choice
bur rather a recognition of at least three elements:
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The impressive role of the social economy during the COVID crisis, maintaining jobs, providing
essential goods and services, adapting to the new needs, and saving jobs and enterprises
through workers’ buy outs.
The natural alignment of the social economy main objectives of the Next Generation EU and of
the Spanish Recovery and Resilience Plan: just green and digital transitions, resilience, strategic
autonomy, investment in people, and investing in a stronger and modern welfare and social
protection systems.
And of course, the long-standing track record of the social economy, and its presence all over
the territory, from urban areas to rural and depopulated zones.
To finish, Ms. Espin emphasised how the social economy is imperative in achieving SDG 8, decent work.

Mikel Irujo Amezaga, Regional Minister of Economic and Business
Development of Navarra
Mikel Irujo Amezaga explained that he was and rapporteur of the CoR Opinion on the Action Plan for the
Social Economy. He thanked SEE Director Victor Meseguer for the important expertise he provided to
put together this report and highlighted the important work that Social Economy Europe is doing. He
stressed that it is, in many ways, thanks to Social Economy Europe, alongside with others, that the
European Action Plan for the Social Economy is being adopted.
Regarding the inter-action between the EU Social Economy Action Plan and the regional strategies, Mr.
Irujo stressed:

“Today we cannot achieve anything locally, not thinking globally at EU-level.
This is why the CoR report insists on the importance of inter-regional
cooperation on social economy.” - Mikel Irujo Amezaga
Regarding the common needs of EU Regions, Mr. Irujo stressed that visibility is an excellent example of
a common challenge, although of course, the needs of Navarra or the Basque Country, are different to
the needs of other regions in which the social economy is less developed and declared:

“We still need to explain to citizens and potential entrepreneurs, that they can
start their project on a collective and democratic way, while being highly
performant in the market. This is why Navarra is working, alongside with six
other EU regions -Lapland, Emilia Romagna, Murcia, Orebro and Slovenia, as
country-, to set up a European Business School for Social Economy. An
extremely concrete project in the framework of the European Smart
Specialisation Platform.” - Mikel Irujo Amezaga
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Mr. Irujo also shared that now that the worse part of the pandemic is behind in Europe, it is obvious that
we need to think about reindustrialisation, and in that area the social economy brings something quite
unique, which is its territoriality, its roots in the local communities where it operates. Social economy
enterprises never delocalise, they invest in the local communities, they invest in our industrial future.
To conclude, Mr. Irujo emphasised: the social economy needs to be a pillar of Europe’s reindustrialisation strategies, and to achieve our common objectives, there is no other way that working
together to scale up our projects.
After Mr. Irujo’s intervention, moderator Patrizia Bussi, called the presenter and moderator of the
following roundtable on “The Social Economy & Proximity Ecosystem for Europe’s Recovery”,
Jérôme Saddier, President of the French Social and Solidarity Economy Chamber (ESS-France) and
Vice-President of SEE.

Kerstin Jorna

Jérôme Saddier

Iñigo Ucin

Olivia Grégoire

Ancuta Vamesu

Olivia Grégoire, State Secretary for Social and Solidarity Economy
of France
In her video-message, French State Secretary Olivia Grégoire, explained her unavailability to attend the
event in person, as she would have loved, due to her advanced pregnancy.
Ms. Grégoire, explained that France has had a consistent and ambitious policy approach to the social
economy throughout the last years. In 2014, the French National Assembly adopted a Law on Social
and Solidarity Economy, that clarified the definition and the legal framework of the social economy and
of the enterprises and organisation that are part of this socio-economic reality. The law also established
mechanisms and tools to support social economy enterprises in accessing public procurement, and
public and private financing.
More recently, the French government has launched the website impact.gouv.fr, as a tool for social
economy enterprises and traditional companies to disclose information about their real social and
environmental performance. According to Ms. Grégoire, it is obvious that investors are increasingly
paying attention to the social and environmental impact of the companies and projects in which they
invest, an area in which the social economy has an obvious added value. According to Ms. Grégoire,
these actions are aligned with Proposal for a Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive, which is
currently under discussion at the Council of the European Union.
The French State Secretary recalled that the social economy is an essential part of Europe’s socioeconomic landscape: only in France, it represents 10% GDP and 14% of all jobs. Ms. Grégoire stressed
that the increasing role and visibility of the social economy is aligned with the citizens’ demand of good
and services which benefit the public interest without negatively impacting our environment and our
societies.
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Ms. Grégoire also announced that the upcoming French Presidency of the Council of the EU, that will
take place during the first semester of 2022, will work to raise awareness about the social economy in
Europe:

“After the release of the Social Economy Action Plan, the French Presidency
will work together with the other Member States to find common positions and
to develop the sector, providing assistance, accompanying and supporting the
implementation of the agenda set by the Commission.” - Olivia Grégoire
Along these lines, Olivia Grégoire recalled that recently France promoted, in cooperation with eight
Member States, a letter to Commissioner Schmit with key inputs for the Social Economy Action Plan in
key areas as:
Improving the legal framework (framework conditions).
Boosting the visibility, knowledge and understanding of social economy enterprise models
across Europe.
Improving impact measurement and engaging in social innovation, while developing new funding
solutions for social economy players.
To conclude, Ms. Grégoire invited all participants and viewers to actively participate in the French
Presidency Conference on Social Economy: The Future of Europe, to be held in the city of Strasbourg
on 17 and 18 February 2021. An extremely relevant gathering, at which France will convene all Member
States, EU policy makers, and social economy stakeholders for meaningful exchanges on the future of
the social economy and its contribution build back better and to the just transitions.

Kerstin Jorna, Director-General for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs, European Commission
Ms Jorna began by explaining that 15 years ago when the Commission was working on social economy
and she was working with former Commissioner Michel Barnier on this file, the world was split into two:
the public good, provided by the public sector, and the private good, which was for the market to deliver.
Since then, things have deeply changed, and change has been driven by various trends. Ms. Jorna
focused on two trends that have transformed our collective approach:

“Millennial investors have different views about where they want to invest their
money, and where they wish to create value with their money.” - Kerstin Jorna
“There is a collective recognition that our planet cannot be exhausted
eternally, that our planet is a resource, an asset, which cannot be taken for
private use.” - Kerstin Jorna
In this context, the protagonist of the social economy and its features “It is not just about creating a profit,
but also about creating an impact and value”, is obviously on the rise. Ms. Jorna added that today, it is
obvious that the European Commission is also fully into this trend as the recognition of the social
economy as an essential part of Europe’s Single Market, as one of the fourteen industrial ecosystems
demonstrates.
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DG Grow’s Director-General emphasised that the transitions will not happen without the social economy,
and its rich flow of ideas, projects and innovations. Europe needs the inspiration from the social economy
to find our business case, one that creates prosperity for all in a sustainable manner and that leaves no
one behind. We need the entrepreneurial vision of the social economy.
Ms. Jorna, stressed that the social economy beyond being an industrial ecosystem on its own, is a
catalyst for the green and digital transition needed in all the fourteen industrial ecosystems, and pointed
out some areas an examples in which the social economy has an important added value as the
recycling, the wider circular economy, the agri-food sector, sustainable textiles, healthcare or tourism
among other.
She also highlighted two other success stories within the social economy ecosystem: Fairphone, a
certified B-corporation and social enterprise that sources all the components of its final products from a
sustainable and fair industrial supply chain. She also mentioned the excellent example of the Territorial
Poles of Economic Cooperation (whose acronym in French is PTCE), which were recognised by the
FR Law on Social and Solidarity Economy as a territorial grouping of social economy enterprises that in
cooperation with traditional enterprises, local authorities, research centres, universities, and vocational
training centres, and other legal or physical persons, set up a common and mutualist strategy to set up
socially, technologically, environmentally or economically innovative projects at the service of local
development. In France, there are approximatively 56 PTCE devoted to boosting local development.
According to Ms. Jorna these examples are particularly relevant at a moment in which regions, cities,
citizens and industries work in clusters; an example of cross fertilisation helping to move jobs to rural
areas and revitalise social and economic stricken areas.

“There are regions in Europe which need to reinvent themselves, the so
called, just transition regions. Here we need the social economy to help
identify what could be the new business models and how to get there.”
- Kerstin Jorna
DG Grow’s Director-General also stressed that the social tech entrepreneurship can be important in
designing fully integrated industrial and social policies.

“Technology can be a part of the solution, but it must be socially inclusive.
Reinforcing industrial partnerships with mainstream business along the value
chain through public, private partnerships will act as a booster. We want all
stakeholders to work together to look at the need for better production and
consumption patterns.” - Kerstin Jorna
Replying to the moderator Mr. Jérôme Saddier, question on the Social Economy Transition Pathways
staff working document, that will be published alongside with the European Action Plan for the Social
Economy in December 2021, Ms. Jorna explained that the main objective is to kick-off a participative
debate on the changes that need to be implemented from now until 2030, it is a sort of point de départ to
develop a Social Economy Industrial Vision with a 2030 horizon.
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“What we need is to have everybody on board, the whole value chain on
board and you need to identify a common purpose, areas of potential
development, and needs/gaps: Do we need further investments? Let’s find
them. Do we need to upskill our workforce? What do you want to achieve
together, also with the European Union by 2030? Only then does it become a
business case. The transition pathway involved co-identifying solutions, then
identifying technological solutions.” - Kerstin Jorna
To conclude, Ms. Jorna pointed out that the Industrial Forum, in which the social economy community is
represented by CECOP and SEE, will be one of the key fora to identify the main challenges, strategies
and Key Performance Indicators.

Iñigo Ucin, President of Mondragon Corporation
Iñigo Ucin began his speech by presenting Mondragon Corporation, a group formed by 95 cooperatives,
employing 80,000 people, which has 14 R&D centres, that sells its products and services in 150
countries of the world, and which is the first group of the enterprises in the Basque Country. 48% of
Mondragon Corporation activities are in industry (automotive, automation, components, construction,
lifting, engineering, machine tools etc.), but it also operates and connects with other strategic sectors as
knowledge (education, vocational training, and research and development), and retail. With 1,645
outlets EROSKI, part of Mondragon Corporation is one Spain’s leading retail chains. The company’s
parent company is the Eroski cooperative, owned by both its workforce and customers, who make up its
governing bodies. Furthermore, Mondragon Corporation’s cooperative group ERKOP also operates in
catering, cleaning, livestock farming and agriculture.
Mr. Ucin explained the origins of the group founded in 1956 with the leadership of a priest and
cooperative entrepreneur, Father José María Arizmendiarrieta, who facilitated the provision of
vocational training and encouraged a group of young people to leave the factories where they were
working to create their own cooperative company based on workers’ democracy. Guided by a strong
vision, the group rapidly expanded into mutual benefit, finance -through the Laboral Kutxa credit
cooperative-, and to other industrial activities. More information on the history of Mondragon Corporation
can be found here.
According to the President of Mondragon Corporation, what has allowed this success story is a strong
culture and values of cooperation and solidarity, alongside with an innovative and bold vision to expand
in other key areas for today’s business as finance.
The President of Mondragon, conclude by stressing that today we are witnessing a positive trend as not
only in the social economy, but also in more traditional (profit maximising) business the importance of
values is growing. It is an element of hope to build a more sustainable and fair future.

Ancuta Vamesu, Founder and President of Laboratorul de
Solidaritate
Ms Vamesu explained that the social economy is thriving in Romania, helping to forge social capital, and
bringing social resilience. In fact, after this crisis, Credit Cooperatives are the proof of this resilience.
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“Social economy enterprises and entrepreneurs help to deal with new social
and economic challenges bringing social innovation to new social service
structures, employing disadvantaged workers, combating financial exclusion
and helping to educate people in new financial products.” - Ancuta Vamesu
According to Ms. Vamesu, social economy actors in Romania contribute towards food security and
socially and environmentally responsible agricultural systems:

“Farmers associations and agricultural coops manage to build local supply
chains, build urban and rural links for increased cohesion. They contribute to
the green transitions as social economy enterprises also work in nature
preservation, green economy, circular economy, and in tackling energy
poverty. However, they face challenges, especially in new Member States,
which may undermine the benefits of EU Policies. These include poorly
developed national and local ecosystems, poor public policies, lack of
awareness among decision makers and sometimes even social economy
actors are unaware of the potential of the sector. Additionally, there is a lack
of cooperative solidarity among social economy actors, meaning the
ecosystem is fragmented with little coordination.” - Ancuta Vamesu
Regarding the EU Social Economy Action Plan, Ms Vamesu shared her high expectations as an EU
initiative at this scale can have a large impact at national and grassroots level. She gave the example
that the European Social Fund (ESF) national operations programme. The Social Business Initiative
(SBI) also had an enormous impact in Romania as it came in the period of creation of a social economy
law, sparking the debate of the social business concept and the social economy concept; a debate which
is not yet concluded in Romania.
To conclude, Ms. Vamesu stressed:

“The Action Plan is the best sign we would get as social economy actors to
our National Parliament. It can improve the recognition of enterprises, and the
definition of the social economy. The persistent confusion of policies can bring
reluctance of adopting a social economy label, even from social economy
actors. Clarity in definitions of social enterprises and social economy is
therefore important in improving awareness and recognition of these
enterprises.” - Ancuta Vamesu
After Ms. Vamesu, SEE President Juan Antonio Pedreño re-joined the floor to present and moderate
the closing remarks to which the key contributors were Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights
Nicolas Schmit, Izaskun Bilbao Barandica MEP (Renew Europe, Spain), Francesca Montalti, VicePresident of CECOP, member of the EU Industrial Forum, and Alain Coheur, Vice-President of SEE,
President of SSE International Forum, and President of the EESC INT Section.

Page 17

Juan Antonio
Pedreño

Izaskun Bilbao Francesca Montalti
Barandica

Nicolas Schmit

Alain Coheur

Nicolas Schmit, European Commissioner for Jobs and Social
Rights
Nicolas Schmit thanked the Social Economy Intergroup and Social Economy Europe for organising this
important public hearing. Mr Schmit explained that recognising the contribution of the social economy to
the EU economy at large is very important:

“The social economy is not an isolated sector, it is a fully fledged part of the
European economic and industrial landscape. Social economy represents
nearly 14 million jobs from 2.8 million entities. By identifying the social
economy and one of 14 industrial ecosystems, Commissioner Breton has
recognised the economic impact of the social economy, its contribution to the
recovery and the digital and green transitions, as well as the ned to support
the sector with targeted measures and policies.” - Nicolas Schmit
Mr Schmit continued by saying that the social economy has enormous transformative power. This is
particularly important at this very moment:

“There is a unique window of opportunity to boost the development of the
social economy. The COVID 19 pandemic has made the case for a shift
towards a fair, sustainable, inclusive, resilient, and participatory economic
model. Policy makers at all levels; financial intermediaries, entrepreneurs and
all stakeholders are embracing the paradigm shift towards people centred
models and putting the interest of the community at the heart of their activity.
With the European Action Plan for the Social Economy, we intend to build on
the momentum and come forward with precise actions to boost the social
economy ecosystem." - Nicolas Schmit
To illustrate social economy’s transformative potential, Commissioner Schmit gave the example of a
French village which was too small and remote for the traditional internet service providers to provide
infrastructure. A few citizens with relevant experience, set up a Cooperative in 2016, helping to revitalise
the whole community with high-speed internet.
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He continued that building back better and fairer, requires implementing the green and digital transitions,
while upholding upward economic and social convergence. He gave the example of organisations as part
of the “tech for good” movement which are using digital technologies to maximise their green and social
impact. Other teach digital skills to individuals which are often excluded from the tech industry.
EU Commissioner for Jobs also pointed out three major strengths of the social economy in the current
context:
Its leadership in the green transition: creating jobs and opportunities in sectors as: agriculture,
low carbon energy production, circular economy and pollution reduction.
Its attractiveness to young people, supporting them in their transitions to the job market:

“As you all know, youth has been hit hard by the pandemic. Through the
social economy, young people can choose a career path to achieve their
aspirations and to have a positive impact on society.” - Nicolas Schmit
And its strong presence in social services and the caring economy:

“The health crisis has shown the importance of these services. The social
economy has experience in this area and as the demand increases, the role
of the social economy can be further strengthened.” - Nicolas Schmit
Mr Schmit explained that the social economy has to potential to inspire the traditional business sector,
therefore helping to achieve a fairer recovery. He gave the example of the Italian social enterprise
Progetto Quid that uses surplus textiles from top fashion brands to employ women in a vulnerable
situation and empower them by working in the production of high-end fashion.
Commissioner Schmit concluded with the following statement:

“The European Action Plan for the Social Economy is a timely initiative, in
which the Commission will put forward concrete measures to help mobilise
the full potential of the social economy, building on the results of the SBI. This
requires developing an enabling framework for the social economy. Policy
and legal frameworks need to be adapted to this reality, especially in state
aid, public procurement, and taxation. It must open opportunities to increase
capacity building and access to funding. Another important objective will be to
increase the understanding and visibility of the social economy and its
potential...The adoption of the Action Plan will only mark the beginning
of a new phase in the recognition, development and scaling up of the
social economy. We need your enthusiasm, determination, and capacity
to innovate to make the most of it. Meetings like this show a common
European commitment to have this paradigm shift.”
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Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, MEP (Renew Europe, Spain), Member
of the Social Economy Intergroup
Izaskun Bilbao MEP described the importance of the relation between the industrial ecosystems and the
social economy saying that if we deduce what the ecosystems are, we see concepts such as
sustainability, cooperation, training and education and solidarity. In Industrial Ecosystems, it is important
that entities interact to make the most of their own resources.
Ms Bilbao described the importance of incorporating work as a key factor in generating income and
wellbeing, with a fairness and territorial commitment. She described that in the natural ecosystems, with
all the parts working together there is the need for an external factor to catalyse the interactions; this is
normally the sun´s energy. In the industrial ecosystems, this is often finance. In the ecosystem of the
social economy, the money is reinvested in the society, which is one of the most fascinating parts of this
economic model:

"People and not profit are at the centre of social economy organisations
activities. For these reasons, the social economy is one of the most important
tools to progress the industrial ecosystems concept. It injects its values in all
areas of its work and is important in ending the paradigm of the linear
economy, which is incompatible with the finite nature of the resources of our
planet. Therefore, the inclusion of the social economy in the Industrial
Ecosystems is good news to push investments in education and in democratic
governance." - Izaskun Bilbao MEP
Ms Bilbao Barandica stressed that she feels proud for the Basque Country to a reference for the
European social economy. She explained that the Basque parliament had made a declaration in favour
of the Basque model of inclusive business and active participation. She therefore thanked the organisers
for initiatives such as this public hearing, as well as MEP Jordi Cañas, who is working hard in this area.
She added that the definition is an important aspect of the social economy that needs to be improved
and that she is pleased that the commitment to the social economy has increased greatly, but it must
continue. She thanked all the stakeholders of the social economy, adding that she hoped the values and
practices of the Basque country in this area can be used as a shared model for everyone.

Francesca Montalti, Vice-President of CECOP, member of the
EU Industrial Forum
Francesca Montalti began by stating the important timing of this event ahead of the release of the
European Action Plan for the Social Economy. She explained that this debate has highlighted the
increased attention that the social economy is getting, and that the pandemic has “helped” this increased
understanding for socially responsible business models. It has also demonstrated the adaptability and
resilience of the social economy, while responding to the social needs of the most vulnerable individuals.
She added that the inclusion of the social economy in the industrial ecosystem’s framework increases
the visibility of the social economy. In this context, she pointed out that cooperatives are one of the pillars
of the social economy, because of their high engagement in socio-economic activities and their presence
in all economic sectors.
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Ms Montalti reminded that CECOP (the European Confederation of Industrial and Service Cooperatives),
which is member of SEE, represents around 40,000 cooperatives in Europe, that employ 1,3 million
workers, in three types of cooperatives:
Workers’ cooperatives - democratically managed and owned by the workers, who share risks
and responsibilities.
Social cooperatives - which respond to the needs of communities by providing social, cultural,
educational and environmental services. Some of them contribute to the integration of
disadvantaged individuals, by providing work and training.
Cooperatives of self-employed producers such as freelancers, truck drivers, taxi drivers,
journalists, graphic designers, consultants, doctors and lawyers. These cooperatives help
overcome isolation and improve security, by sharing resources, benefits and things like
marketing or accountancy services, workspace, and equipment.
The CECOP VP stressed the role that cooperatives can play in the green and digital transitions depends
upon different factors, the size, sector, integration with the global market. Cooperatives do operate at
local level, but they also have a global reach.

"We can acknowledge that all cooperatives have the same principles of a
human centred perspective, a concern for territorial development, democracy
at work and a participatory approach. These are all important factors for just
transitions process. When it comes to digitalisation, this boosts the
cooperatives’ capacity to create social, environmental value and impact at
local level through enabling more decentralised business and production
models. These can give rise to multi stakeholder cooperatives, which is
something emerging more recently." - Francesca Montalti
Ms. Montalti also stressed that CECOP welcomes the initiatives from the European Parliament to
improve working conditions and social rights of platform workers, as well as the recognition of platform
cooperatives as a possible solution for a better functioning of the digital platform economy. She said
that worker cooperatives are implementing digitalisation and automation processes while securing and
safeguarding jobs by providing upskilling and reskilling opportunities that are essential for the transitions.
This is because “in-work” training and education are part of the cooperative principles.
Ms. Montalti also referred to transfer of enterprises to their employees under the cooperative form; also
known as worker buyouts, an experience that -where the appropriate legal framework is provided- has
proved to be an excellent means to maintain jobs, industrial capacity, and skills in Europe. In this area,
she welcomed the initiative of the European Parliament, announced by Ms. Patrizia Toia MEP, to spread
the knowledge of this model across MS and help to raise awareness, and investments in these strategic
projects.
In conclusion, Ms Montalti said that we need to develop a level playing field, on which all social economy
enterprises and cooperatives can grow. The more this happens, the more we can build bridges between
the EU Pillar of Social Rights and the Industrial Strategy. The Social Economy Action Plan will be a force
to unleash the innovation potential that social economy can bring into industry.
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Alain Coheur, President of the EESC’s INT Section and VicePresident of SEE
Alain Coheur began by saying that he is firmly convinced that the social economy can fully participate
and promote the development of a European ecosystem within industrial policy:

"The social economy can contribute to the strategic industrial autonomy of the
Union, technological sovereignty, and provide a better quality of life to all EU
citizens. To do this, we need a common architecture, that recognise the role
of the more advanced countries in promoting the social economy as role
models, and as sources of inspiration for countries in search of an appropriate
framework to accompany the growth of the social economy." - Alain Coheur
Mr Coheur added that the social economy ecosystem is composed of a diversity of actors that interpret
the new needs and challenges of our society and propose innovative and sustainable solutions.
Regarding healthcare, one of his areas of expertise as representative of Healthcare Mutuals, he stressed
that it has been highlighted during the covid crisis that Europe was quite dependent on third countries
regarding medical devices:

"When this occurred, the answer as an almost immediate response, came
from social economy actors, who were on the front lines against Covid-19,
who acted quickly to find solutions against shortages. This capacity to
mobilise efforts in social economy, is based on human values, and on
principles that shape the coherence of our society, that are often abused
when the logic of profit is the driving force of living together. Therefore, the
social economy ecosystem should oversee other ecosystems, through
common values, as guiding principle for industrial policies." - Alain Coheur
Mr Coheur highlighted one value: solidarity. He continued that isolationism of countries grew
considerably at the beginning of the (Covid-19) crisis, but solidarity and transnational cooperation took
over, because they have proven to increase the response capacity of the Union, increase its resilience,
and even more when the pandemic seriously constrained transnational cooperation and sectors
dependent on it. Mr Coheur said that it is crucial to intensify the integration of Europe’s Single Market,
with better governance, inspired by the type of governance used in social economy organisations.
Therefore, it is important to strengthen potential synergies between actors of the social economy of all
sizes. Moreover, he said that the instruments should be coordinated in an efficient way, taking into the
specificities of each type of organisation.
Above all, SEE Vice-President highlighted that it is absolutely crucial to include the social economy in our
education systems: Teachers, who are the vector of our knowledge and expertise; as well as the media,
who can defend who we are, what we do, what we advocate for. He added that it is important to support
social economy actors to invest in research, development, and innovation; and it is essential to support
the efforts of Member States to bring together public funding for common projects. This is one of the
objectives in industrial policy.
Mr Coheur stated clearly about the Action Plan:
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"Do not fail us. Do not disappoint us. Do not let us down. More synergies
between Member States, social economy stakeholders, researchers and
policy makers are needed, a forward-looking vision for the future of the social
economy. We are here as social economy stakeholders in these final
moments to give a final input into the European Action Plan for the Social
Economy." - Alain Coheur
After the event, a delegation formed by SEE President Juan Antonio Pedreño, Vice-Presidents Alain
Coheur, Patrizia Bussi and Jérôme Saddier; CECOP VP Francesca Montalti; and SEE and CEPES
employees Víctor Meseguer, Carmen Comos, Nicholas Clark and Carlos Lozano, visited Mondragon
Corporation, where they were welcome by the Corporation’s Global Head of Public Affairs Iñigo Albizuri
and by Ander Etxeberria, in charge of Cooperative Dissemination.
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