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Heather Roy has been Secretary General of Eurodiaconia since December 2008. Prior to this she

worked with an international youth organisation focused on the engagement, participation and

education of girls and young women and before that in the homelessness sector in her native

Scotland, UK.    She has extensive experience of the development of civil society in Europe,

including Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union and has worked on partnerships in

the Arab world and Latin America.  In addition to her responsibilities at Eurodiaconia, she currently a

board member of Social Services Europe, Social Platform, Social Economy Europe and Civil Society

Europe.  She is also on the Advisory Board of several European level projects on social and economic

policies.

Heather Roy

Secretary General

 of Eurodiaconia

Patrizia Toia, MEP (S&D group) graduated in Political Science at the University of Milan and

specialised in Strategic Planning at Bocconi University. She began her political career in the

Christian Democrats and then continued in the Italian People's Party (PPI). She was a regional

councillor in Lombardy, with positions as a councillor in different periods: Councillor for Coordination

of Social Services, Health, Budget. She was then elected to the Chamber of Deputies and the

Senate of the Republic, then as a representative of the Ulivo. Since 2004 she has been a MEP and

active member of the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup. In fact, Ms. Toia was the

rapporteur of the Report on the Social Economy. She is currently Vice-President of the Committee

on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) and member of the Committee on Development. More

information  can be found here. 

Nicolas Schmit took up office as European Commissioner responsible for Jobs and Social Rights in

December 2019. Prior to this, and following a long career of public service in his native Luxembourg,

he took up duty as Permanent Representative of Luxembourg to the EU in 1998 for a six-year term.

In 2004, he was appointed Minister Delegate for Foreign Affairs and Immigration. 

From 2009 to 2018, he held the position of Minister for Labour and Employment in the

Luxembourgish government. He served as a Member of the European Parliament for the social-

democratic Lëtzebuerger Sozialistesch Aarbechterpartei following his election in May 2019.

Nicolas Schmit holds a Doctorate in International Economic Relations and a Masters in French

Literature from the University of Aix-Marseille. 

Sven Giegold, MEP from North-Rhine-Westphalia / Germany, is spokesperson for the German

Greens in the European parliament and coordinator of the Greens / EFA group in the ECON (economy

and monetary affairs) committee. As a studied political economist Sven has been active in the

environmental movement and altermondialism for more than 20 years. He is a member of the

executive committee of the German Evangelical Church Assembly. He is Co-Chair of the European

Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup in which he has actively participated since 2014. 

More information  can be found here.
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Juan Antonio Pedreño holds a BA in Chemistry (specialized in industrial chemistry) at Granada’s

University (Spain). He is an expert on social economy and co-operatives. 

He started his professional career as High School teacher and became a founding member of

the education co-operative Severo Ochoa, of which he assumed the presidency for more than

20 years.  Currently, he is the President of Social Economy Europe, CEPES (Spanish Business

Confederation of the Social Economy), UCOMUR (Murcia’s Region Worker Co-operatives) and

UCOERM (Murcia’s Region Education Cooperatives). Furthermore, Mr. Pedreño is the General

Coordinator of the ESMED network (Euro-Mediterranean Social Economy) and a member of the

Spanish Economic and Social Committee. He is the author of articles and papers on the social

economy enterprise model. 

Giuseppe Guerini

President of CECOP

Giuseppe Guerini, President of CECOP-CICOPA Europa, representing some 50,000 companies

with more than 1.3 million workers in Europe. He is also President of Confcooperative-

Federsolidarietà and has been a social cooperator since 1988. He has been a member of the

European Economic and Social Committee since 2010 and currently is spokesperson of its

social economy catagory. Additionally, he has had a managerial role in various cooperatives; he

was involved in the planning of social policies and active employment policies. As a

cooperative entrepreneur, today he is President of the social cooperative “Ecosviluppo” which

has the objective of creating job opportunities for disadvantaged persons in the management

of environmental services. His many years of experience in social cooperation has allowed him

to collaborate as a teacher with various institutes and is the author of publications on social

policies. In recent years he has also taken on the roles of board members in the cooperative

and popular banking system.

Panel Speakers

Laura Peracaula (1972), graduated in Business Administration and Management from the

UAB, master in Management of social economy companies and insertion companies from

IDEC-UPF, postgraduate degree in Financial Management from UPF and CIO Advanced

Program from ESADE, is Co-Director General of Suara Cooperativa, president of Intermedia

and Suara Insertion company. SUARA COOP is a cooperative that was born in 2008 but has a

history of almost 40 years. In 2008, three non-profit social initiative cooperatives, they

merged and built their future together. Suara is a non-profit work cooperative, employing

5,000 people from the 1,200 of whom are work partners and 90% of them are women. The

lines of activity main: childcare, vulnerable people at risk or social exclusion, work with

families to increase parenting skills, education and occupation and finally a wide package of

services aimed at the elderly like residential services and home care services.

Laura Peracaula

Co-Director General of

Suara Cooperativa- A
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economy
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Patrizia Bussi studied at the business management Faculty of the Turin University (Italy).

She is the Director of the European Network of Social Integration Enterprise (ENSIE),

representing social enterprises and especially more than 3200 work integration social

enterprises across Europe (29 members in 19 EU Member States, Serbia and Moldavia),

aiming to contribute to sustainable development through different actions such as

creating links between the job market and the social integration of disadvantaged risk-

groups by improving their employment opportunities and productivity, and promoting the

economic viability of social enterprises and the integration and reinforcement of their role

in the general economic landscape.  During her time in ENSIE, she has also worked for two

Italian social economy enterprises: the Consorzio Sociale Abele Lavoro and the A-type

social cooperative Stranaidea. Since 2012 she has been a member of the European

Commission expert group on social business (GECES), member of the working group on

the role of clusters and similar forms of business cooperation, since 2014 she represents

ENSIE in the Structured Dialogue with European Structural and Investment Funds'

partners group of experts (ESIF SD) and since 2020 she represents the social economy in

the Fit 4 Future Platform.  She has been Vice-President of Social Economy Europe since

the beginning of 2019.

Sibylle Reichert has joined the Association Internationale de la Mutualité/International

Association of Mutuals (AIM) as of June, 2019. She is based in Brussels, Belgium, where

she has served as a Member of the Occupational Pension Stakeholder Group of the

European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA), and a Board Member of

the European Association of Paritarian Institutions (AEIP). Reichert previously headed the

Brussels Office of Pensioenfederatie (Federation of Dutch Pension Funds), and was

Director in charge of relations with the European Union from 2003 until 2009. She holds a

Diplom Romanistin (BWL), French and Spanish Philology and Business Administration, as

well as a degree in Economy from the Université des Sciences sociales (Toulouse I).
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Lina Gálvez

MEP and member of the

Social Economy

Intergroup

Jordi Cañas

MEP and Vice-Chair of the

Social Economy

Intergroup 

Lina Gálvez Muñoz is a Member of the European Parliament since July 2019. In the EP, she is

Vice-chair of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy and member of the Women's

Rights and Gender Equality Committee and of the Panel for the Future of Science and

Technology (STOA). She also belongs to the committees on Employment and Social Affairs.

Lina Gálvez Muñoz PhD, European University Institute (Florence) is Economic History and

Institutions Full Professor at the Economics Department at Pablo Olavide University (Seville).

She has also been professor at the Universities of Reading (Reading), Carlos III (Madrid), and

as a visiting professor at Centre for time use research at Oxford University (Oxford). She has

more than hundred scientific publications and she has also been Vice-Rector of her

university from 2007 to 2012 and served as Regional Minister of Knowledge, Research and

University of the Government of Andalusia from 2018 to 2019.

Jordi Cañas Pérez is a Member of the European Parliament (Renew Europe, Spain) since

2019. He is the Vice-chair of the Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary

Assembly. He serves as a member of the Committee on International Trade (INTA) as well as

a member of the Delegation for relations with Mercosur. Additionally, he is a substitute

member of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL). Since March 2020, he

has also been a substitute member of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer

Protection (IMCO). He serves as Vice-Chair of the Social Economy Intergroup and a member

of the Disability Intergroup. Mr Cañas studied a Degree in Geography and History, major in

Prehistory and Ancient History, from the University of Barcelona. In 2007, He became then

Secretary of Political Action and Strategy of the political party Ciudadanos, then in 2008

became the National Spokesman of Ciudadanos and was then appointed Secretary of

Communication and Spokesperson. From 2010 he served as a member of parliament of

Catalonia and in 2012 he became Secretary of Political Action and Strategy. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_f564z0R4RNKUwFQ1P0oyJQ

