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HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON THE SOCIAL AND SOLIDARITY ECONOMY IN THE EU 

 
     THE SOCIAL ECONOMY FOR AN INCLUSIVE, SUSTAINABLE AND FAIR RECOVERY 

– Toledo, 4 December 2020 – 
El Greco Congress Centre 

https://www.pctoledo.es/en/ 
Paseo Miradero s/n. 45003. 

 
AGENDA 

 
8:30 - 8:55 Reception of participants.  
9:00 - 9:30 Inauguration:    Words of welcome by:   

 Ms. Milagros Tolón, Mayor of Toledo. (on-site) 
 Ms. Yolanda Díaz, Minister of Labour and the Social Economy. (on-site) 
 Mr. Emiliano García-Page, President of Castilla-La Mancha. (on-site)  
Family photo  

9:30 - 9:45 Session 1: The role of the Social and Solidarity Economy in the recovery and in the future of the Social Europe.  Remarks by Mr. Nicolas Schmit, Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights. (virtually) 
 In Europe there are 2.8 million Social Economy entities and companies, with a people-centred business outlook that contributes to economic, social and territorial cohesion. These entities and companies account for 13.6 million paid jobs, representing 6.3% of the EU’s workforce, and involving more than 232 million people.    The Social and Solidarity Economy is present in all sectors, some of which have proved essential during the pandemic, and it has been on the front line, assisting the most vulnerable, such as older people and people with disabilities. However, Social and Solidarity Economy entities are frequently not reflected in public policies that support business.  - How can we raise the profile and mainstream the presence of the Social and Solidarity Economy in national and European public policy? - How can we guarantee greater access to financing for these entities? 

  9:45 - 10:35 Round of remarks by governments representatives, EU institutions, international bodies and organizations and Social Economy Europe. 
 Moderator of the debate: Mr. Pascual Navarro (on-site), Director General for the Coordination of the Internal Market and other EU Community Policies. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of Spain.  

 
 10:35 - 10:50  Session 2: Sustainability in the new economic and social context: The Social and Solidarity Economy as an example of a sustainable business model.  Remarks by Mr. Ángel Gurría, OECD Secretary-General. (virtually)  

The new economic and social context, impacted by the crisis resulting from the pandemic, poses a number of challenges for improving people’s lives and for the balanced development of companies and societies. Economic, social and environmental sustainability should be at the heart of decision-making in companies and public administrations to achieve robust recovery that will foster the well-being of people and of the planet. 
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 In this regard, Social and Solidarity Economy entities champion a business model that is committed to people and to the communities in which they operate.  - What challenges does launching an inclusive and sustainable development model for recovery entail? How can Social and Solidarity Economy entities contribute with the principles and values they advocate? - What tools can be used to foster the economic, social, citizen participation and territorial dimensions in order to achieve sustainable local economic development?   10:50 - 10:55 Remarks by Mr. Manuel Escudero, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Spain to the OECD. (virtually)   10:55 - 11:45 Round of remarks by governments representatives, EU institutions, international bodies and organizations and Social Economy Europe.  Moderator of the debate: Mr. Raymond Torres (on-site), Director of Situation and International Analysis of FUNCAS.   11:45 - 12:00 Session 3: Emerging from the crisis with decent jobs: The Social and Solidarity Economy, quality jobs, and job market inclusion for vulnerable groups.   Introductory video by Mr. Guy Ryder, ILO Director-General.  Remarks by Mr. Joaquín Nieto, director of the ILO office for Spain (on-site)  
The economic crisis resulting from the pandemic has jeopardized millions of jobs and increased poverty and inequality. It has brought to light social vulnerabilities and weaknesses in protection systems, and increased the risk that acquired labour rights could be lost. This situation has a greater impact on the most vulnerable groups. The ILO Centenary Declaration recognizes the role of the Social and Solidarity Economy in creating decent work, productive employment and improved living standards for all. Social and Solidarity Economy entities are noteworthy for their resilience and for maintaining quality jobs in times of crises.  - How can decent jobs be protected and the loss of labour rights minimized, in particular for young people and vulnerable groups? - How can Social and Solidarity Economy entities be supported, as a haven for inclusive and quality jobs, and how can their development be promoted to reduce the impact of future crises?  12:00 - 12:50 Round of remarks by governments representatives, EU institutions, international bodies and organizations and Social Economy Europe.  Moderator of the debate: Ms. Mª Luz Vega (on-site), ILO Research Department.  

 13:00 - 13:30  Closing:   
 Mr. Nicolas Schmit, Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights. (virtually) 
 Mr. Gabriel Bastos, Secretary of State of Social Security, Portugal. (on-site) 
 Ms. Yolanda Díaz, Minister of Labour and the Social Economy of Spain. (on-site)   13:35 - 13:40  Family photo  


