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Ms Maravillas Espín Sáez,

Director General of Self-

Employment, Social Economy and

CSR of the Government

of Spain

Ms Maravillas Espín Sáez is a Doctor of Law from the Autonomous University of Madrid

where her teaching and research is in the area of   labor and social security law. She is a

specialist in self-employment, entrepreneurship, and associated work; in social economy;

public policies to combat social exclusion and protection of vulnerable groups. She applies

a gender perspective and a transversal methodological criterion in all of her work. Her

doctoral thesis, "El socio trabajador. Criterios para sistematizar la realidad del autoempleo

colectivo", obtained the Spanish Economic and Social Committee National Award in 2008.

In it, she expresses the interdisciplinary and comprehensive vision of the world of work

that characterizes her research. She is the author of numerous articles and chapters in

collective works. In her most recent publications, she addresses legal issues transformed

by the economic crisis, successive labor reforms and the impact of international and

European legislation.

Born in Pogliano Milanese (Milan); graduated in Political Science at the University of Milan

and specialised in Strategic Planning at Bocconi University. Patrizia Toia began her political

career in the Christian Democrats and then continued in the Italian People's Party (PPI).

She was a regional councillor in Lombardy, with positions as a councillor in different

periods: Councillor for Coordination of Social Services, Councillor for Health, Councillor for

Budget. She was then elected to the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate of the Republic,

then as a representative of the Ulivo. She held various institutional positions:

Undersecretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with delegation for Human Rights, for

Relations with the United Nations, for Cultural Relations abroad, for Latin America, Asia

and Oceania, for Immigration and Italians abroad. Appointed Minister for Community

Policies and subsequently Minister for Relations with Parliament. 

Since 2004 she has been a MEP and active member of the European Parliament’s Social

Economy Intergroup. In fact, Ms. Toia was the rapporteur of the Report on the Social

Economy. She is currently Vice-President of the Committee on Industry, Research and

Energy (ITRE) and member of the Committee on Development. Ms. Toia actively follows

the research and innovation programme Horizon Europe. 

More info here. 

Patrizia Toia, 

MEP (S&D, IT), 

Co-Chair of the SEIG

Ms. Olivia Grégoire is the State Secretary in charge of Social and Solidarity Economy and

Responsible Economy of the Government of France.  Before this post she was a

spokeswoman of the group “La République en Marche” at the National Assembly. She was

also a member of the Finance Committee of the French National Assembly. Former

company manager, Olivia Grégoire founded an agency specializing in supporting SMEs. 

Olivia Grégoire, 

State Secretary in charge of

Social and Solidarity Economy and

responsible economy of the

Government of France

http://www.patriziatoia.info/
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Jérôme Saddier, 

Vice-President of 

Social Economy Europe and

President of ESS-France

Jérôme Saddier graduated in political science and international relations, has exercised

several management responsibilities in the mutual movement and the social economy for

the past fifteen years, as well as in local, national and international public

institutions.Elected President of the French Chamber of Social and Solidarity Economy

(ESS-France) in December 2018, In April 2018, he joined Crédit Coopératif as Delegate to

the President and was elected as Delegate Vice-President in June 2018. He was member

of the Board of Directors of Crédit Coopératif from May 2015 to March 2018 as a

representative of the Mutuelle Nationale Territoriale, and became Vice-President from

May 2016.From January 2014 to the end of March 2018, he served as Director General of

the Mutuelle Nationale Territoriale. From October 2017, he also exercised the

responsibilities of Director of strategy and public affairs for the new mutual group VYV, of

which he was one of the architects.Between 2012 and 2014, he was special advisor and

chief of staff to Benoît Hamon, Minister of Social and Solidarity Economy and Consumer

Affairs, taking an active part in the development of the SSE law.Since September 2016,

he has also chaired AVISE,  he is also Vice-President of the French section of the

International Center for Research and Information on the Cooperative, Public and Social

Economy (CIRIEC-International).Jérôme Saddier is also a colonel in the French Air Force

Citizen’s Reserve.

Juan Antonio Pedreño, 

President of 

Social Economy Europe

Juan Antonio Pedreño holds a BA in Chemistry (specialized in industrial chemistry) at

Granada’s University (Spain). He is an expert on social economy and co-operatives. 

He started his professional career as High School teacher and became a founding member

of the education co-operative Severo Ochoa, of which he assumed the presidency for

more than 20 years.  Currently, he is the President of Social Economy Europe, CEPES

(Spanish Business Confederation of the Social Economy), COCETA (Spanish Worker Co-

operatives Confederation), UCOMUR (Murcia’s Region Worker Co-operatives) and

UCOERM (Murcia’s Region Education Cooperatives). Furthermore, Mr. Pedreño is the

General Coordinator of the ESMED network (Euro-Mediterranean Social Economy) and a

member of the Spanish Economic and Social Committee. He is the author of articles and

papers on the social economy enterprise model. 

Sven Giegold, 

MEP (Greens/EFA, DE), 

Co-Chair of the SEIG

Sven Giegold, MEP from North-Rhine-Westphalia / Germany, is spokesperson for the

German Greens in the European parliament and coordinator of the Greens / EFA group in

the ECON (economy and monetary affairs) committee. As a studied political economist

Sven has been active in the environmental movement and altermondialism for more than

20 years. He is a member of the executive committee of the German Evangelical Church

Assembly. He is Co-Chair of the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup in which

he has actively participated since 2014. 

 More info here.

http://www.sven-giegold.de/en/about-me/
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Valerio Pellirossi is the senior policy advisor of Federsolidarietà – Confcooperative, with a

demonstrated history of working in the public policy industry. He is specialised in the

normative framework of social cooperatives and social enterprises with a strong

background in international policies and international economy.  He is member of the

board of Gruppo Cooperativo CGM, Italy’s major network of social companies that gathers

together about 900 social enterprises. He worked at European level in Brussels, where he

was co-author of the publication "Cooperatives, territories, jobs – twenty experiences of

cooperatives active in industry and services across Europe" (V. Pellirossi, B. Roelants, O.

Biron, CECOP publications 2011). In Federsolidarietà, he has contributed in several

research and publication on social cooperatives and social enterprises, among those:

Atlante della cooperazione sociale and Atlante Italia 2020, Cooperative sociali e

inserimento lavorativo di persone svantaggiate (P. Moro, L. Gili, L. Gallo, A. Coppetti.

Maggioli ed. 2014), Sviluppo Locale e Cooperazione Sociale (Aa.vv. Ecra ed. 2015). He is

the general coordinator of the Social Cooperatives International School – SCIS. 

Valerio Pellirossi, 

Forum Terzo Settore


