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As the consequences of climate change become more and more obvious, scientists issue warnings of a climate
emergency. Society, particularly youth, take to the streets to demand a political response to protect the planet.
The European Green Deal, announced by the European Commission in December 2019, strives to eliminate net
emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050, restore biodiversity and decrease pollution, as well as decouple
economic growth from resource use by moving to a circular economy. The EU plans to achieve this while leaving
no one behind, through a transition that is “just and inclusive” for everyone. 

The social economy builds a responsible and people-centred economy, through the key values of putting people
over profit, democratic governance, and reinvestment of profits for the social good. Social economy enterprises
and organisations often operate in economic sectors with environmental objectives, such as renewable energy,
re-use and recycling, sustainable housing, sustainable agriculture and rural development, among others. This
places the social economy at the heart of the Green Transition and is essential in making this transition Green
and Fair.

This moment is especially important as the European Commission has announced a European Action Plan for
the Social Economy which is being prepared now and will be launched in 2021 with a duration of 5 years (2021-
2026). It will be a key tool to systematically incorporate the social economy into the different socio-economic
policies of the EU, as well as into its actions to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

In the Social Economy Intergroup’s online public hearing on “Social Economy’s Vision for a Green and Fair
Transition” you will have the chance to hear the vision of important EU and social economy leaders. What follows
is some background of the topics we expect to cover:

Renewable energy cooperatives, represented by
REScoop.eu, are the epitome of a people-centred Energy
Transition. A business model where citizens jointly own and
participate in renewable energy or energy efficiency
projects. This means that not only do renewable energy
cooperatives work towards the achievement of
environmental goals, but they also strongly focus on local
investment, reducing community energy bills, while
producing energy sustainably.

Buildings in the EU are responsible for 40% of our energy
consumption and account for 36% of greenhouse gas
emissions, largely originating from construction, usage,
renovation and demolition. Social, cooperative and public
housing have been identified as enablers and catalysts
for innovation, tackling energy consumption and CO2
emissions while ensuring that people have access to
affordable housing. These enterprises are often
community-led and have the wellbeing of communities at
the heart of their projects. They strive towards affordable
housing which in turn maintains the cohesion of local
realities intact.

Renewable Energy Cooperatives

Sustainable Housing

Introduction



Sustainable Food Production Systems

The social economy provides solutions in many other key areas
for the green transition, such as sustainable mobility, industry,
environmental education, forest management and much more. 

Discover more about the social economy’s vision for a green
and fair transition via our Podcast "Social  Economy Talks" and
see below for information on the esteemed speakers at this
exciting online event:
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In the EU, food production systems have already reduced
greenhouse emissions in EU agriculture by 20% since 1990.
However further improvements in sustainable and resilient
food system are vital. With Global value chains disrupted
during the COVID crisis, local value chains have proven
fundamental during the pandemic, as the provision of food
and services has been impacted. The social economy
contributes to sustainable food system through its various
forms and realms of activity, such as short circuits, agri-
food cooperatives, organic agriculture, labour integration of
vulnerable people through market gardens, etcetera. As it
usually operates at territorial level, the social economy
bears special attention towards resilient local value chains –
and consequently social objectives – as well as
sustainability, due to the synergy between production and
the environment at local level, fostering a “farm-to-fork"
approach.

Social Economy financial institutions, such as cooperative,
ethical and alternative banks and financiers; micro-finance
institutions; mutuals and credit unions are needed now
more than ever. Organisations for the environmental good
need appropriate funding in order to be competitive in the
market against other business which do not take
responsibility for people and planet. A new generation of
financial institutions, such as the ethical banks, are arising
which invest in sustainable projects such as organic
farming, renewable energies, the non-for-profit sector and
Fair Trade. They respond more and more to the needs of
those who are excluded from the banking system, and to
the needs of savers and investors who are increasingly
interested in the way their savings are used.

Social Economy Finance

The circular economy is described by the European
Commission as an economy “where the value of products,
materials and resources is maintained in the economy for
as long as possible, and the generation of waste
minimised”. There are many social economy organisations
which address two fundamental needs in parallel: the need
to re-use and recycle, and the need to make inclusive
workplaces to contribute to the labour integration of
marginalised groups.

The Circular Economy

Podcast

https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/


Patrizia Toia, 

MEP (S&D, IT), 

Co-Chair of the SEIG

Frans Timmermans, 

EC Executive Vice-President 

for the European Green Deal

Maja Göpel,

Director of Research at 

The New Institute

Keynote Speakers
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Speaker Bios

Opening Speakers

Frans Timmermans is European Commission Vice-President for the Green Deal. In the

previous EU mandate, Mr. Timmermans served as First Vice President of the European

Commission with the Rule of Law, Fundamental Rights and Better Regulation at the

heart of his portfolio. Prior to becoming Commissioner in 2014, he served as the

Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Netherlands. Mr. Timmermans began his career at the

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1987. He later worked for Hans van den Broek,

European Commissioner for External Relations, and Max van der Stoel, High

Commissioner on National Minorities for the OSCE. In 1998, he was elected member of

the House of Representatives for the Dutch Labour Party dealing principally with

foreign affairs. He was the transnational lead candidate of the Party of European

Socialists (PES) for the European Parliament Election 2019. Aside from his native

Dutch,  Mr. Timmermans is fluent in English, French, German, Italian and Russian. 

Maja Göpel is a political economist and important voice for a sustainable

transformation of society working at the intersection of economy, politics and society.

She presents her ideas in scientific publications ("The Great Mindshift") as well as

public books “Unsere Welt neu denken”, which has been on the German bestseller list

for months. From 2017 to 2020, she was Secretary-General of the German Advisory

Council on Global Change (WBGU), a body that advises the government on the design of

global transformations towards sustainability. Previously, she headed the Berlin office

of the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment and Energy and represented the

interests of future generations in EU and UN processes as Director Future Justice at

the World Future Council. In 2019, Ms. Göpel was appointed honorary professor at the

Leuphana University of Lüneburg. She is a member of the Club of Rome, the World

Future Council, the Balaton Group, and the German Sustainable Development Solutions

Network and a co-initiator of the Scientists for Future network. From November 1

on,Ms. Göpel was appointed to the role of Director of Research at The New Institute. 

Born in Pogliano Milanese (Milan); graduated in Political Science at the University of

Milan and specialised in Strategic Planning at Bocconi University. Patrizia Toia began

her political career in the Christian Democrats and then continued in the Italian People's

Party (PPI). She was a regional councillor in Lombardy, with positions as a councillor in

different periods: Councillor for Coordination of Social Services, Councillor for Health,

Councillor for Budget. She was then elected to the Chamber of Deputies and the

Senate of the Republic, then as a representative of the Ulivo. She held various

institutional positions: Undersecretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with

delegation for Human Rights, for Relations with the United Nations, for Cultural

Relations abroad, for Latin America, Asia and Oceania, for Immigration and Italians

abroad. Appointed Minister for Community Policies and subsequently Minister for

Relations with Parliament. 

Since 2004 she has been a MEP and active member of the European Parliament’s

Social Economy Intergroup. In fact, Ms. Toia was the rapporteur of the Report on the

Social Economy. She is currently Vice-President of the Committee on Industry,

Research and Energy (ITRE) and member of the Committee on Development. Ms. Toia

actively follows the research and innovation programme Horizon Europe. 

More info here. 

http://www.patriziatoia.info/


Juan Antonio Pedreño, 

President of Social Economy Europe

Sven Giegold, 

MEP (Greens/EFA, DE), 

Co-Chair of the SEIG

Sven Giegold, MEP from North-Rhine-Westphalia / Germany, is spokesperson for the

German Greens in the European parliament and coordinator of the Greens / EFA group

in the ECON (economy and monetary affairs) committee. As a studied political

economist Sven has been active in the environmental movement and altermondialism

for more than 20 years. He is a member of the executive committee of the German

Evangelical Church Assembly. He is Co-Chair of the European Parliament’s Social

Economy Intergroup in which he has actively participated since 2014. 

 More info here.

Juan Antonio Pedreño holds a BA in Chemistry (specialized in industrial chemistry) at

Granada’s University (Spain). He is an expert on social economy and co-operatives. 

He started his professional career as High School teacher and became a founding

member of the education co-operative Severo Ochoa, of which he assumed the

presidency for more than 20 years.  Currently, he is the President of Social Economy

Europe, CEPES (Spanish Business Confederation of the Social Economy), COCETA

(Spanish Worker Co-operatives Confederation), UCOMUR (Murcia’s Region Worker Co-

operatives) and UCOERM (Murcia’s Region Education Cooperatives). Furthermore, Mr.

Pedreño is the General Coordinator of the ESMED network (Euro-Mediterranean Social

Economy) and a member of the Spanish Economic and Social Committee. He is the

author of articles and papers on the social economy enterprise model. 

Roundtable Panel

Dirk Vansintjan,

President of REScoop.eu

Dirk Vansintjan is the Co-founder and President of REScoop.eu, the European

renewable energy cooperative federation, since 2013. He is also the Co-founder and a

board member of REScoop Vlaanderen, the Flemish federation for renewable energy

cooperatives and the Co-founder and Vice-president of REScoop.be, the Belgian

federation for renewable energy cooperatives. He has also co-founded Molenforum-

Vlaanderen, a federation of mill conservation societies in Flanders, as well as ODE-

Vlaanderen and Ecopower, a renewable energy cooperative in Flanders. Dirk has been

working in the renewable energy sector since 1985 and continues to push for an

energy transition that leads to energy democracy. 

More info here.

Sorcha Edwards,

Secretary General at 

Housing Europe

Sorcha is convinced of the need for decent housing for all in order for our societies to

function. Housing Europe members have a key role in achieving that. Sorcha has a

dedicated past in promoting inclusive housing policies & a fair energy transition in the

EU and across Europe. She is skilled in international project management, policy

analysis and influence, and social, cooperative & public housing promotion

Housing Europe is the European Federation of Public, Cooperative & Social Housing.

Since 1988 it's a network of 46 national & regional federations gathering 43.000

housing providers in 25 countries. Together they manage around 25 million homes,

about 11% of existing dwellings in Europe. 

More info here.
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http://www.sven-giegold.de/en/about-me/
http://www.rescoop.eu/
https://www.housingeurope.eu/


 Bernard Horenbeek,

 President of La Nef (FEBEA)

Juliane Kronen,

Founding and 

Managing Director 

of Innatura
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Andrea Baranes, 

Vice President of 

Banca Etica (FEBEA)

With a degree in psychology, Bernard Horenbeek has long been involved in the field

of social action, in particular with the creation of the association Diogène. For

several years, he held various positions related to the social sector in ministerial

offices and participated in the creation of Social Accompanied Credit, a Crédal’s

product. He then became member of the Board of Credal and became its director

from 2008 until 2017. Bernard Horenbeek became Director of La Nef  in 2017. 

More info here.

Andrea Baranes is president of Fondazione Finanza Etica, of the Banca Etica network.

He is the spokesman of the 005 campaign for the introduction of a tax on financial

transactions and was responsible for campaigns on private financial institutions at

the CRBM. He is the author of several books on sustainable finance and economy. He

collaborates with several magazines specialized in the economic and sustainability

sector, such as “Valori” and “Altreconomia”, with the Sbilanciamoci.info and

nonconimieisoldi.org .

Dr Juliane Kronen is the Founder and Managing Director of Innatura, and is on the

Advisory Board of C2C NGO. After studying business administration at the University

of Cologne and the University of Missouri with subsequent doctorate, she worked

for The Boston Consulting Group for 16 years, eight of them as a partner. Juliane

Kronen advised globally operating companies, primarily from the telecommunications

industry, and was also responsible for the European “Women's Initiative” and social

impact projects. She has been a trustee of the Right Livelihood Award Foundation

since 2010 and a member of the jury that determines the so-called alternative Nobel

Prize winners every year since 2011. Together with former colleagues, Juliane

Kronen founded Innatura in 2011 in order to offer a sustainable alternative for the

distribution of products, which would otherwise be disposed of, into the social

sector. 

More info here.

Benoît Dave,

President of 5C Collective

Benoît is co-founder of the Paysans-Artisans cooperative created in 2013 and is one

of its two co-directors in tandem with Thérèse-Marie Bouchat.  He is also the

President of the Collectif des Coopératives Citoyennes pour le Circuit Court

(Collectif 5C) created in 2017.

A sociologist by training, he participated in the early 1980s in the creation of a

publishing and printing cooperative that publishes the alternative monthly Namur-

Transitions, at a time when the concept of "transition" was not yet trendy.  He then

went on to work on various other cooperative projects in the printing and

professional integration sectors. From 1996 to 2002, he participated as

administrative and financial director in the creation of the Parc d'Aventures

Scientifiques in the Mons region, an interactive science museum.

He then resumed training in development cooperation and worked for ten years at

the Université Libre de Bruxelles as a researcher, mainly in Mali, on issues related to

farmers' cooperatives in the rice sector.

https://www.febea.org/febea/news/composition-board-directors
http://www.innatura.org/


Thérèse-Marie Bouchat,

 

CoDirector of

Paysans Artisans

Thérèse-Marie is a founding member of Paysans-Artisans, a producer and consumer

cooperative that currently brings together 700 cooperators (including 105

producers), 500 volunteers and 45 employees.  She is one of the many driving forces

behind the cooperative and will be its president from 2013 to the end of 2019.  She

is currently co-directing the cooperative with Benoit Dave.  She is also co-manager of

the employers' groups linked to Paysans-Artisans, president of the Fabrique Circuit-

Court cooperative, administrator of Collectif 5C and administrator of "Tchak!, the

peasant and citizen magazine that makes a difference".

A sociologist and graduate in rural economics, Thérèse-Marie has held various

responsibilities and mandates: researcher, adult educator, alderman in the commune

of Floreffe, Vice-President of FOREM (Walloon Office for Vocational Training and

Employment), director of a not-for-profit organisation that accompanies people in

serious social difficulties...   Passionate about collective action and cooperative

projects, she wants to work towards the deployment of alternative economic models

that restore pride and autonomy to those working in the field.
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Closing Speakers

Monica Semedo, 

MEP (Renew, LU), 

Co-Chair of the SEIG

Patrizia Bussi, 

Vice-President  

Social Economy Europe, 

Director of ENSIE

Monica Semedo (born 15 June 1984) is a Luxembourgish Member of the European

Parliament.  She is full member of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs,

Committee on Culture and Education, and Committee on Petitions.  She is a

substitute member of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, and

Subcommittee on Tax Matters. In addition to her committee assignments, Ms

Semedo is part of the Parliament's delegation to the ACP–EU Joint Parliamentary

Assembly and the MEPs Against Cancer group. She is Co-Chair of the European

Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup.

Patrizia Bussi studied at the business management Faculty of the Turin University

(Italy). She is the Director of the European Network of Social Integration Enterprises

(ENSIE), representing social enterprises and especially more than 3200 work

integration social enterprises across Europe (26 members in 19 EU Member States,

Serbia and Moldavia), aiming to contribute to sustainable development through

different actions, such as creating links between the job market and the social

integration of disadvantaged risk-groups .

Patrizia has also worked with two Italian social economy enterprises: the Consorzio

Sociale Abele Lavoro and the A-type social cooperative Stranaidea. She has been a

member of the European Commission Expert Group on social economy and social

enterprises (GECES) and member of the GECES Social Impact Measurement sub-

group and member of the Italian GECES group, Gruppo Multilaterale sull’imprenditoria

sociale. Since 2014 she has represented ENSIE in the Structured Dialogue with

European Structural and Investment Funds' partners group of experts (ESIF SD) of

the European Commission. 
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Presenter and Moderator

Víctor Meseguer joined Social Economy Europe, the voice of the 2.8 million social

economy enterprises and organization in the EU, in 2014. Since 2018 he

represents Social Economy Europe at the European Commission Expert Group on

social economy and social enterprises. 

He studied a BA in Political Science at the Pompeu Fabra University of Barcelona. In

the framework of an ERASMUS exchange, he studied for a year at the King’s

College London. Victor holds two master degrees: in Corporate Social

Responsibility (University of Murcia) and in European Affairs (IEE, Université Libre

de Bruxelles). 

Victor Meseguer, 

Director of

Social Economy Europe, 
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Please Retweet &

Share! 

#SE4GreenTransition

Blog: Social Economy StoriesPodcast: Social Economy Talks

Find out more about Social Economy Europe:

https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/see-blog/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/
https://www.facebook.com/socialeconomyeurope
https://www.linkedin.com/company/social-economy-europe/
https://twitter.com/SocialEcoEU
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/2020/10/19/the-renewable-revolution-rescoop-eu-for-a-just-and-responsible-green-transition/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/see-blog/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/podcast/

