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Europe is facing an unprecedented social and economic shock, brought about by the 
devastating effects of the coronavirus. Many Europeans have lost their incomes, their homes, 
their security, and even their loved ones, but Roma communities throughout the continent 
have been particularly hard hit. Because of its explicit objective to contribute to better social 
and economic inclusion and improved societal outcomes, particularly for vulnerable groups, 
social economy can play a key role in ensure equal rights and wellbeing for Roma communities 
in the recovery process in different countries. This online conference will bring together 
national practitioners, civil society organisations and other stakeholders, as well as EU policy 
makers, to discuss how to achieve real policy change for Europe’s Roma in a social economy 
setting. The objectives are to showcase concrete good practices of Roma- and Traveller-led 
social enterprises on the ground, and to put forward positive ways to ensure that the potential 
of social economy to support Roma inclusion is placed at the heart of recovery packages and 
the upcoming Action Plan on Social Economy and Social Innovation, in full alignment with the 
recently released EU Roma Strategic Framework.  

 
Agenda 

 

Moderator: Víctor Meseguer, Director Social Economy Europe 
 

10h30 Welcome from Jamen Gabriela Hrabaňová, ERGO Network Director 

10h40 Opening Remarks on behalf of the European Parliament: Sven Giegold MEP, 
Patrizia Toia MEP (EP Intergroup on Social Economy) and Peter Pollák MEP 

11h00 The role of Social Economy in supporting Roma social and economic inclusion in the 
Covid-19 pandemic and recovery – presentation of ERGO Network’s paper: Liliya 
Makaveeva, Director, Integro Association (Bulgaria), ERGO Board member 

11h15 Case study: Bridget Kelly and Margaret O’Riada, First Class Insulation and Bounce 
Back Recycling - Traveller-led social enterprise from Ireland  

11h25 Case study: Khalid Inayeh, Meșteshukar ButiQ – Traditional Roma crafts social 
enterprise from Romania  

11h35 Commentary by Social Economy Europe – Víctor Meseguer, Director 

11h45 Response from the European Commission – Ann Branch, Head of Unit for Skills and 
Job Creation, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion 

12h00 Q&A and debate with stakeholders and participants 

12h20 Closing Remarks by Romeo Franz MEP 

12h30 End of the event 
 


