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A message from Nicolas Schmit, 
European Commissioner for Jobs  
and Social Rights

1.

The European Commission strives to build an economy that works 
for people, ensuring prosperity as well as social fairness and sus-
tainable development while tackling the ongoing green and digital 
transitions and demographic change. At a time when the COVID-19 
crisis is spreading its disruptive effects on citizens’ life, health and 
income, on businesses and workers, on our economy and society at 
large, there is a pressing need for more solidarity and for an inclusive 
and resilient economic and social model.

Against this background, our determination to leverage the potential of the Social Economy, to enhance so-
cial investment and social innovation and to boost the action of social enterprises can only grow.
Social economy and social enterprises are an excellent example of an economy that works for people. Thanks 
to their democratic governance models, they provide a different way of doing business, which enables them 
to have social and environmental impact at their heart, also in line with sustainable development goals. They 
create inclusive jobs, boosting workers’ and citizens’ participation in their local communities; they bring inno-
vative solutions to societal challenges and help to develop a sustainable socioeconomic model.
President von der Leyen asked me to develop a European Action Plan for Social Economy to enhance 
social innovation, acknowledging the importance of Social Economy to the current political priorities of this 
Commission. I am fully committed to put this request in practice, as I am convinced of the potential of So-
cial Economy to tackle societal challenges while providing a modern and sustainable business model able 
to cope with the green and digital transitions. Social Economy is indeed in a position to support concrete 
improvements in areas such as the development of the care sector, the circular economy, the fight against 
homelessness and social inclusion, notably through employment.
In the Communication A Strong Social Europe for Just Transitions launched this January, the Commission 
announced the intention to further embed the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights at EU 
and national levels. It also launched a broad consultation and engagement process that will help shape the 
necessary actions, including in the area of Social Economy. Together with EU level initiatives, citizens’ and 
stakeholders’ feedbacks, expectations and engagement are indeed key to assess the needs and to propose 
concrete actions for the Action Plan for Social Economy due for 2021.
We are also keen to understand how to ensure that the EU level initiatives will efficiently support the delivery 
of concrete results and how to engage effectively with national, regional, local authorities and other stake-
holders, such as civil society, Social Economy entrepreneurs and investors. For instance, helping to develop 
regional and local Social Economy ecosystems will be a major step. Therefore, spreading and further deve-
loping solutions and tools that have been successfully implemented locally, in some Member-States, will be 
particularly valuable.
The Commission is also building a good evidence base for the Action Plan for Social Economy. The ongoing 
study on the impact of the Social Business Initiative will be an important building block. The Social Economy 
Summit planned to take place this year in Mannheim will give the Commission an opportunity to reflect to-
gether with stakeholders on how to develop further the potential of the social economy.
Finally, I take this opportunity to thank Social Economy Europe for its relentless efforts to ensure that social 
economy is present on the agenda of the European Union and of Member States, and that it is duly recog-
nised and promoted.
I will be looking forward to working together with you over the coming years.
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2 President’s message

I would like to express my solidarity with the victims 
of COVID-19, their families and beloved ones and with 
those who are suffering the socio-economic repercus-
sions of the pandemic. Humanity is facing an unpre-
cedent crisis that has changed our way of living, ge-
nerating dramatic public-health, economic and social 
consequences. However, there is no doubt that we will 
overcome this difficult situation if we are able to give 
the best of ourselves. We need to cooperate at global 
level to find long-term solutions to the pandemic throu-
gh collective intelligence. This global crisis demons-
trates that there are no “individual” solutions to global 
challenges, we are all on the same boat and we need 
to all row in the same direction. This is also a time for 
solidarity, to take care of one another, especially of the 
most vulnerable individuals. 
I would also like to acknowledge the great mobilisa-
tion of social economy enterprises and organisations 
to provide essential goods and services, whilst pro-
tecting their workers and supporting their members, 
clients and society. The social economy is playing a key role in providing universal healthcare, qua-
lity social services, financial and business support, insurance cover, and other essential services 
such as energy, water, tele-communications and recycling; as well as producing and distributing 
food, medical protective equipment, such as massive production of masks, other medical supplies, 
pharma products etc. Many social economy enterprises and organisations are also doing their part 
by facilitating tele-working and doing their utmost to maintain jobs and the economic activity in 
these difficult times. 
We welcome the efforts of the European Union to give a prompt reply to the crisis and for its wi-
llingness to develop a comprehensive and ambitious economic and social recovery strategy. The 
social economy is determined to contribute to restore sustainable growth and social cohesion, and 
act as catalyst of fair, green and digital transitions. To do so, EU Institutions and Member States 
should make sure that different support mechanisms are accessible to the diversity of social eco-
nomy enterprises and organisations. Cooperatives, mutuals, associations, foundations, social 
enterprises and other social economy legal forms specific to each Member State, are an essential 
part of our economies and societies, a pillar of the European social market economy, and a driver 
of progress, innovation and solidarity. 
To unlock the full potential of the social economy for the economic recovery of Europe, we propose 
to put the European Action Plan for the Social Economy, announced by President Ursula von 
der Leyen in December 2019, at the heart of the EU’s recovery strategy. More than ever, the social 
economy should be promoted by the EU and Member States, to: 

•   Foster social economy collective entrepreneurship which results in more sustainable and re-
silient enterprises and organisations, that create quality jobs and are focused on satisfying the 
needs and promoting the development of the communities in which they operate, from which they 
do not delocalise. The social economy should be supported as an instrument to re-industrialise 
Europe, especially its less developed and transition regions, mutualising human capital and fi-
nancial resources. The barriers faced by social economy actors in the Single Market should be 
finally removed. 
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•   Strengthen the quality of our welfare systems: social economy enterprises and organisations 
providing healthcare and other social services of general interest, integrate their users and wor-
kers in their governance and reinvest profits/surpluses to improve the quality of the service and 
the working conditions. 

•   Accelerate the green transition: leveraging the potential of the social economy as a pioneer in 
job creation linked to the circular economy and in the citizen’s-led production and distribution of 
renewable energies. 

•   Strengthen sustainable finance, through specific support and cooperation between the EIB 
group and social economy financial institutions as cooperative and ethical banks and financiers, 
micro-credit institutions and credit unions, among other actors specialised in financing the social 
economy with a focus on projects that generate social cohesion and sustainable development. 

•   Ensure that no one is left behind, supporting Work Integration Social Enterprises and other so-
cial economy actors striving to offer work opportunities to vulnerable and excluded individuals. 

Social Economy Europe and its members will support the social economy community during these 
difficult times. We are ready to cooperate with EU Institutions to make sure that social economy is 
at the heart of the economic and social recovery that Europe needs. Together, we will overcome this 
crisis and continue building a better society and an economy that works for people. 

Yours sincerely, 
Juan Antonio Pedreño
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Associations

Cooperatives Mutuals

Foundations

Paritarian
Institutions

Social
Enterprises

Primacy of the individual and the  
social objective over capital

Voluntary and open membership

The combination of the interests of members/ 
users and/or the general interest

Autonomous management and independence 
from public authorities

Democratic governance

The defence and application of the principle 
of solidarity and responsability

Reinvestment of most of the profits/
surpluses to carry out sustainable 
development objectives, services  

of interest to members or  
of general interest

3 About the Social Economy

The social economy is an essential component of Europe’s social market economy. There are 2.8 
million social economy enterprises and organisations in the EU, that employ 13.6 million peo-
ple and account for 8% of the GDP.
The social economy is made of a diversity of enterprises and organisations strongly rooted in our 
Single Market, as cooperatives, mutuals, associations, foundations and social enterprises, 
among other legal forms specific to each Member State, united by common values and features. 
Enterprises and organisations of all sizes, ranging from SMEs to large companies and groups, that 
operate in all the economic sectors. The social economy is a driver of innovation and economic 
and social progress for all, combining economic performance with societal goals and a democratic 
governance. 
United in diversity-The values and features that bring together all social economy enterprises 
and organisations. 
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4 About us

Social Economy Europe (SEE) is the voice of the 2.8 million social economy enterprises and or-
ganisations in the European Union. Created in November 2000 under the name of CEP-CMAF - the 
European Standing Conference of Cooperatives, Mutuals, Associations and foundations - with the 
purpose of establishing a permanent dialogue between the social economy and the European Insti-
tutions, in 2008, CEP-CMAF changed its name and officially became Social Economy Europe.

As from 2 June 2020, SEE members include the European organisations of: 

•   Mutual and cooperative insurers (AMICE)
•   Non-profit healthcare players, health mutuals and health insurance funds (AIM)
•   Industrial and service cooperatives (CECOP)
•   Foundations (EFC)
•  European Microfinance Network  (EMN)
•  Eurodiaconia
•  As sociations of general interest (CEDAG)
•   Work integration social enterprises (ENSIE)
•   Ethical banks and financiers (FEBEA)
•   Institut de la Protection Sociale Européenne (IPSE)
•   and the European Cities and Regions for the social economy (REVES). 

SEE also represents the national social economy organisations of:

•   France (ESS-France)
•   Italy (National Third Sector Forum)
•   Portugal (CASES), Spain (CEPES)
•   and Belgium (ConcertES).

SEE believes in a European Union that is determined to promote  
the economic and social progress of its Member States. SEE believes in:

A diverse economy at 
the service of people. A 

democratic, sustainable and 
inclusive economy, strongly 

commited to society.

A more favourable ecosystem 
for the development of the 

European social economy, that 
will keep offering innovative 

solutions in response to 
societal demands.

The social economy’s 
active participation in 
the development and 

implementation of the main 
socio-economic policies of  

the European Union. 
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27+ meetings with  
Members of the  

European Parliament

5 Social Economy Europe 
- Highlights of 2019 in figures

2 Social Economy Intergroup 
events (attended by 
320+ participants)

77+ Members of the  
European Parliament  

support the renewal of  
the Social Economy  

Intergroup

1 meeting with  
Vice-President of the  

European Commission 
Jyrki Katainen 

1 Plenary meeting of the 
European Commission 
Expert Group on Social 

Economy and Social  
Enterprises

3 Board  
of Directors

2 General
Assemblies

+1031 New followers 
on Twitter 

3 National Buying for  
Social Impact events,  

organised by SEE

37+ EU and International 
Social Economy events 
organised/ with active 
participation of SEE

1 New Instagram 
account

1 New staff  
member

2 Meetings of the  
Monitoring Committee of 
Luxembourg Declaration 

attended by SEE

5    Social Economy Europe - Highlights of 2019 in figures
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6 Our Work in 2019 
- A New Era for the Social Economy

In 2019, elections for the European Parliament were held and a new European Commission was 
appointed, led by Ursula von der Leyen, the first female-President of the Commission, and a new 
President of the European Council, Charles Michel. The European Social Economy entered this new 
European mandate (2019-2024) strengthened and with renewed social and political support to its 
development as a driver of economic and social progress for all and of the green transition. Social 
Economy Europe has been a catalyst for new key initiatives at European level, most notably the 
renewal of the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup and the announcement of a 
European Action Plan for the Social Economy. 
Thanks to SEE’s advocacy efforts and a coordinated campaign with its members and partners, the 
renewal of the Social Economy Intergroup was approved by the European Parliament’s Conference 
of Presidents in December 2019, with the backing of over 77 Members of the European Parlia-
ment (MEPs), belonging to the main political groups.   
SEE has consistently called for the development of an ambitious European policy for the social 
economy, with adequate resources that are proportionate to its socio-economic weight in the Eu-
ropean Union. In 2017, the Social Economy Intergroup’s Co-Chair at the time, Jens Nilsson, invi-
ted SEE to draft a policy proposal entitled ‘The future of EU policies for the Social Economy: 
towards a European Action Plan’, which was then approved in 2018 and presented to European 
Commission Vice-President for Jobs, Growth, Investments and Competitiveness, Jyrki Katainen, in 
January 2019. Since then, SEE has been working with its members and with European institutions, 
including the Social Economy Intergroup, the European Commission and the Monitoring Committee 
of Luxembourg Declaration, to make the European Action Plan for the Social Economy a reality. 
This was achieved when European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen appointed the task 
of developing the Action Plan to Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights Nicolas Schmit. The 
Action Plan for the Social Economy will be launched in the second half of 2021.
These two developments represent a new era for the Social Economy: it is the first time since 1989 
that the EU puts forward, through a communication, a public policy for all social economy enterpri-
ses and organisations. This is a unique opportunity to co-build an enabling ecosystem for the Social 
Economy that addresses the barriers its enterprises and organisations are facing, raises awareness 
and visibility of the Social Economy as a business model capable of contributing to resolve many 
of today’s challenges and that supports the implementation of the Green Transition and the Digital 
Transition, while leaving no one behind. It is also an opportunity to strengthen relationships with 
EU institutions and support the development of the Social Economy all over the European Union. 
This is the time for the European Social Economy community to work even closer together to en-
sure the Social Economy is involved in the co-designing of sound EU policies, that enable us all to 
mobilise for an economy that works for people and the planet, in which the social economy has 
a major role to play. 
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  A permanent dialogue with EU Institutions
1.  European Elections 2019: A strong mobilisation to put the promotion of the 

social economy among the priorities of the European Union

 The European Social Economy strongly mobilised for the EU elections of 2019, on the one hand to promo-
te active participation, and on the other to place the promotion of the social economy among the priorities 
of the EU Institutions.

In January 2019, SEE presented its memorandum for the EU elections, containing 10 proposals for 
the new mandate:

1.   Set up a European Action Plan for the Social Economy.
2.   Re-establish the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup.
3.   Consolidate structured dialogue between the Social Economy and 

EU Institutions.
4.   Advance towards a European legal framework for all social economy 

enterprises and organisations.
5.   Improve access to finance and EU funding for social economy enter-

prises and organisations.
6.   Put the social economy at the heart of the European Pillar of Social 

Rights, the EU semester, the debate on the future of work and of 
the 2030 Agenda for the implementation of the Sustainable Develo-
pment Goals. 

7.       Boost social and technological innovation and inter-cooperation 
among social economy enterprises and organisations.

8.     Improve the visibility of the social economy. 
9.     Foster the role of the social economy in the external action of the European Union.
10. Promote socially responsible public procurement.

On 6 February 2019 the event Social Economy for the Future of 
the European Union, organised by Social Economy Europe in coo-
peration with the Social Economy Intergroup, the European Econo-
mic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions took 
place in Brussels. The event, attended by over 250 participants, 
allowed an insightful exchange on the social economy’s potential to 
generate sustainable social and economic progress. 
The event counted on the participation of an important number of 
high-level representatives of EU Institutions and the social economy 
sector, such as the Presidents of the EESC and the Committee of 
the Regions, Luca Jahier and Karl Heinz Lambertz, MEPs Ma-
rie-Christine Vergiat, Iratxe García, Ramón Luis Valcácel, Gabi 
Zimmer, Georgi Pirinski, Sofia Ribeiro, Ernest Urtasun and Ele-
na Gentile and Commission’s Head of Unit for Social Economy Ulla 
Engelmann. The social economy sector was represented by SEE 
President Juan Antonio Pedreño, as well as representatives of the 
main social economy actors such as Albert Lautman (AIM-AMI-
CE), Giuseppe Guerini (CECOP), Marilena Vrana (The EFC),  
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Xavier Roberty (ENSIE),  Wlodzimierz Grudzinski (FEBEA), 
Jan Olsson (REVES) and Alain Coheur (AIM and EESC 
member). A video summary of the event can be found here. 
All the pictures of the event can be viewed here. 
During the EU elections campaign, Social Economy Europe 
sent its proposals to the leaders and candidates of the main 
EU political forces. SEE members also actively engaged in 
the campaign, producing their memorandums for the elec-
tions, meeting with candidates for Parliament and encoura-
ging the inclusion of the social economy in the manifestos of 
the political parties, also at national level.
50.66% of electors participated in the EU elections of 2019, 
the highest turnout since 1994.

 Once the new European Parliament was constituted in July 2019, 
Social Economy Europe, together with its members and partners, 
intensified the campaign to renew the Social Economy Intergroup, 
in line with SEE’s proposals for the EU elections. 
Between July and November 2019, SEE met with over 27 MEPs 
from the main political groups to request their support for the re-
newal of the Social Economy Intergroup and to propose them a 
concrete roadmap to promote the development of the social eco-
nomy across the EU and beyond. In July 2019, SEE President Juan 
Antonio Pedreño and SEE Vice-President Patrizia Bussi, alongside 
with SEE director, met newly-elected MEPs: Nicolas Schmit (S&D, 
LU), former Minister for Labour and Social Economy of Luxembourg 
and promoter of the 2015 Council Conclusions on “The Promotion 

of the Social Economy as a driver of economic and social de-
velopment”, and Patrizia Toia (S&D, IT), an active member of 
the Social Economy Intergroup since 2004 and rapporteur of 
important EP reports on the social economy.
SEE also met with MEPs Dolors Montserrat (EPP, ES), Leopol-
do López (EPP, ES) and Leszek Miller (S&D, PL), former Prime 
Minister of Poland. Meetings were also held with Manon Au-
bry Co-Chair of the GUE/NGL, Monica Semedo (Renew, LU), 
Petra de Sutter (Greens/EFA, BE), Dragoș Pîslaru (Renew, 
Romania), Alicia Homs (S&D, ES), Pierre Karleskind (Renew, 
FR), Estrella Durá (S&D, ES), Jordi Cañas (Renew, ES), Lina 
Gálvez (S&D, ES), Marc Tarabella (S&D, BE), Soraya Rodrí-
guez (Renew, ES) and many others. 

2.  Collaboration with the European Parliament and a far-reaching campaign to 
renew its Social Economy Intergroup

Petra De Sutter and Gorik Ooms

Nicolas Schmit and Juan Antonio Pedreño
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In October 2019, SEE published the one pager Let’s re-
new the Social Economy Intergroup in collaboration 
with all its members and with the support of other social 
economy partners as Cooperatives Europe, Euclid Ne-
twork, RREUSE, Ripess Europe and Social Services Eu-
rope.  The publication included a brief policy agenda for a 
sustainable to maximise social economy’s contribution to 
a sustainable future of Europe.
SEE’s one pager Let’s renew the Social Economy Inter-
group can be read here.

On 20 November SEE organised the event Let’s renew 
the Social Economy Intergroup, let’s advance towards 
a European Action Plan for the Social Economy at the 
European Parliament. The event attracted a total of 120 
participants and saw interventions from Patrizia Toia 
(S&D, IT), Sven Giegold (Greens/EFA, DE), Jordi Cañas 
(Renew, ES), Pierre Karleskind (Renew, FR), Alicia Homs 
Ginel (S&D, ES), Sylvie Guillaume (S&D, FR), SEE Presi-
dent, Commission’s head of unit Ulla Engelmann and SEE vice-presidents Patrizia Bussi (ENSIE), 
Jérôme Saddier (ESS-France) and Alain Coheur (AIM), and video messages from Manon Aubry 
(GUE/NGL, FR), Leopoldo López (EPP, ES), Monica Semedo (Renew, LU).

On 11 December 2019, the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament approved the 
renewal of the Social Economy Intergroup, alongside with other 26 Intergroups. The full list of In-
tergroups of the European Parliament, including its members and declarations of financial interest, 
can be consulted here.
The Social Economy Intergroup was approved thanks to more than 77 MEPs from all the groups who 
signed for its renewal and to the specific support of four parliamentary groups: the Group of the Pro-
gressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament (S&D), Renew Europe, the 
Greens/European Free Alliance and the European United Left-Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL).

Family photo at the end of the event “Let’s renew the Social Economy Intergroup”

https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/resources/#publications
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/organisation-and-rules/organisation/intergroups


The Social Economy Intergroup was officially constituted on 21 January 2020, during a meeting at the 
European Parliament in which five Members of the European Parliament were appointed as Co-Chairs 
of the SEIG: Manon Aubry (GUE/NGL, FR), Sven Giegold (Greens/EFA, DE), Leopoldo López (EPP, 
ES) and Patrizia Toia (S&D, IT). Furthermore, the Intergroup appointed MEPs Leszek Miller (S&D, PL) 
and Jordi Cañas (Renew, ES) as vice-Chairs. The Intergroup also agreed on a strategy for the next 
five years. When the European Commission announced the launch of a European Action Plan for the 
Social Economy  in 2021, in its communication on A Strong Social Europe for Just Transitions, the 
SEIG showed its willingness to cooperate with President Von der Leyen, Vice-President Dombrovskis, 
and Commissioners Schmit and Breton in co-designing an effective policy, that will play a key role in 
building an economy that works for people and the planet. The full press-release of the constitutive 
meeting and all the photos can be consulted here. 

              Advocacy and cooperation to the legislative action 
              of the European Parliament: 

In June 2019, the European Commission presented its proposal for a Multi-Annual Financial Framework 
2021-2027 (MFF), to be approved by the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union. 
SEE seized this opportunity to ensure the inclusion of the social economy in the MFF, thanks to the co-
llaboration with the European Parliament.
In cooperation with Rapporteur Verónica Lope Fontagne MEP (EPP, ES) and shadow rapporteur Bran-
do Benifei MEP (S&D, IT), SEE supported the inclusion of an operational definition of social eco-
nomy enterprise in the European Social Fund Plus Regulation (ESF+), which was accepted by the 
European Parliament. If this text is also agreed by the Council, it would be the first social economy 
operational definition in a European regulation. The text agreed by the European Parliament reads 
as follows:
  ‘social economy enterprise’ means different types of enterprises and entities falling within the 

social economy, such as cooperatives, mutuals, associations, foundations, social enterprises and 
other forms of enterprises regulated by the laws of the individual Member States and based on 
the primacy of the individual and social objectives over capital, democratic governance, solidarity 
and the reinvestment of the majority of profits or surpluses;

The legislative resolution includes other important provisions to support the social economy and its 
capacity to create quality jobs for all through the ESF Plus: 
  With a view to supporting and unlocking the job creation potential in the social economy, the 

ESF+ should contribute to improving the integration of social economy enterprises in natio-
nal employment and social innovation plans, and in their National Reform Programmes. The 
definition of a social economy enterprise should follow the definitions given in the Member States’ 
social economy law and in the Council Conclusions of 7 December 2015 on the promotion of the 
social economy as a key driver of economic and social development in Europe. [Am. 17]

The European Parliament legislative resolution of 4 April 2019 on the proposal for a regulation of the Eu-
ropean Parliament and of the Council on the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) can be consulted here. 
The European Parliament also worked to further mainstream the social economy into the InvestEU pro-
gramme, which integrate the financing of social economy among its priorities, in particular through its 
social investment and skills policy window. 
A proposal for an Own Initiative Report (INI report) on A European Action Plan for the Social Economy 
was submitted by Jordi Cañas MEP (Renew, ES) in consultation with SEE and was approved by the 
European Parliament Committee on Employment and Social Affairs. The report will, most likely, begin 
its parliamentary procedure on the second half of 2020. 
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3.  Cooperation with the European Commission to promote the development 
of the social economy

The cooperation with the European Commission is 
fundamental to ensure that Social Economy Europe 
contributes to the EU policy-making process with its 
knowledge of the social economy across Europe, in-
cluding the needs of these enterprises and organisa-
tions and the most successful public policies suppor-
ting the development of this entrepreneurial model. 
On 16 January 2019 at the European Parliament of 
Strasbourg, together with the members of the bureau 
of the Social Economy Intergroup, Social Economy 
Europe met with Jyrki Katainen, European Commis-
sion Vice-President for Jobs, Growth, Investment and 
Competitiveness. The main aim of the meeting was to 
present him the policy paper “The future of EU poli-
cies for the Social Economy: towards a European 
Action Plan”, written by SEE under the request of the 
Social Economy Intergroup. The document had three main policy objectives: 

1.  Recognise the social economy as key actor in the design and implementation of the main EU so-
cio-economic policies.

2.  Promote the convergence and coordination of the different levels of public administration involved 
in the promotion of the social economy by defining strategic objectives and benchmarks at EU level.

3.  Foster a conducive ecosystem for the growth of the social economy, improving its contribution to 
key EU objectives and allowing its enterprises and organisations to take full advantage of the Euro-
pean Single Market and EU funds as well as financial instruments. 

In line with these three objectives, the proposal of Action Plan includes 7 pillars, 20 policy measures 
and 64 actions. 
Vice-President Katainen thanked SEE and the Social Economy Intergroup for this policy proposal and 
invited both Institutions to cooperate with the European Commission to facilitate EU investments (from 
the European Fund of Strategic Investments -EFSI- to the European Programme for Employment and 
Social Innovation -EaSI-) into social economy projects, following successful experiences of EFSI loans 
to social economy enterprises in Spain (ILUNION/ONCE Social Group) and Finland. 

In July 16 2019, the European Parliament elected Ursula von der Leyen as President of the European 
Commission, first female-President of this Institution. Von der Leyen presented her political agenda for 
the new mandate 2019-2024 titled A Union that strives for more, with six main axes: 

1. A European Green Deal 

2. An economy that works for people  

3. A Europe fit for the digital age 

4. Protecting our European way of life 

5. A stronger Europe in the world 

6. A new push for European democracy 

On 27 November 2019, the European Parliament elected the new European Commission, with 27 members.

Jyrki Katainen, Marie-Christine Vergiat and Juan Antonio Pedreño

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1081
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1081
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Given the presence of the 2.8 million social economy enterprises and organisation in all the economic sectors, 
and the social economy’s potential to generate economic and social progress for all and to offer innovative 
solutions to today’s most pressing challenges, including the economic and social recovery of Europe, SEE will 
cooperate with the European Commission to achieve its strategic objectives for this new mandate. 

3.1 The European Commission Expert Group on Social Economy and social enterprises

The European Commission Expert Group on Social Economy and social enterprises (GECES) is a funda-
mental body to support the design and implementation of EU policies supporting the development of the 
social economy. GECES is formed by 38 social economy representative organisations and institutions 
(from the local, regional, national and EU-level), 27 representatives of Member States, and 12 observers and 
representing other public and international institutions. Social Economy Europe and eight of its members 
are part of GECES:

       •   Social Economy Europe is represented by its director, Víctor Meseguer

      •   AIM, the International Association of Mutual Benefit Societies, is represented by Pedro Bleck da Silva, 
Vice-President of AIM in charge of mutuals and social economy

      •   CASES, Cooperativa António Sérgio para a Economía Social, a public-private organisation promoting 
the development of the social economy in Portugal, represents the Portuguese State and the Portugue-
se social economy at GECES. CASES is represented in GECES meetings by Filipa Farelo, Senior Policy 
technician. 

      •   CECOP, the European confederation of industrial and service cooperatives, is represented by its Se-
cretary-General Diana Dovgan. 

      •   ConcertES, the Platform of Social Economy representative organisations in francophone Belgium, is 
represented by its Secretary General Sébastien Pereau. 

       •   The EFC, European Foundation Centre, is represented by its Policy and Programmes Director, María 
Orejas. 

       •   ENSIE, the European Network of Social Integration Enterprises, is represented by its Director Pa-
trizia Bussi. 

       •   FEBEA, the European Federation of Ethical and Alternative Banks, is represented by its Vice-Chairman 
Wlodzimierz Grudzinski

       •    REVES, the European Network of Cities and Regions for the Social Economy, is represented by Ana 
Umbelino, member of the board of directors of REVES and councillor at Torres Vedras City Council, 
in Portugal. 

On 1 December 2019, in her mission 
letter to the new Commissioner for 
Jobs and Social Rights Nicolas Sch-
mit, President Ursula von der Leyen 
stressed: “you will develop a Euro-
pean Action Plan for Social Eco-
nomy to enhance social innovation”. 
This will be launched by the European 
Commission in 2021.
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https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/social-economy/enterprises/expert-groups_en


Family photo of the GECES Plenary meet of 2019

In 2019, Social Economy Europe representatives participated in the second GECES’ plenary meeting, 
held in Brussels on 22nd October. The meeting served to exchange about various important Commis-
sion’s actions to support the development of the social economy. For instance, the European Commis-
sion mapping study on Social Enterprises and their ecosystems in Europe was presented, as well 
as the results of the GECES working groups on Clusters of social and ecological innovation and 
on Finance under InvestEU Social Investment and Skills policy window. During this meeting, SEE 
director presented Social Economy Europe’s campaign, in cooperation with its members and with the 
support of other social economy organisations, to renew the European Parliament’s Social Economy 
Intergroup. Furthermore, he defended the need to advance towards a European Action Plan for the 
Social Economy.

Social Economy Europe representatives are part of 
the two GECES working groups and actively con-
tribute to their work. Ana Umbelino, REVES’ repre-
sentative in GECES, is co-rapporteur of the working 
group on Clusters of social and ecological innovation. 
SEE representative Víctor Meseguer participated in 
two meetings of this working group: on 7th March 
in Brussels and on 2nd and 3rd of October in Stras-
bourg. Moreover, SEE submitted 10 templates of so-
cial economy clusters from all over the EU, in addition 
to the examples provided by other SEE members as 
ENSIE, CECOP and REVES.       

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=8274&furtherPubs=yes
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3.2 Cooperation with the Commission’s units in charge of the social economy:

In 2019, SEE pursued its cooperation with the European Commission’s units responsible for the social eco-
nomy and social enterprises, which are mainly unit F2 on Social Economy (DG Grow), led by Head of Unit Ulla 
Engelmann, and unit E1 on Job Creation (DG EMPL), led by Head of Unit Ann Branch. 

Social Economy Europe maintains a close dialogue with 
these units and contributes to their activities. On 2 October 
2019, SEE President Juan Antonio Pedreño, alongside with 
Spanish Director-General for Social Economy Maria Antonia 
Pérez León and SEE director, met with Head of Unit for So-
cial Economy Ulla Engelmann and Patrick Klein (team leader 
for social economy at Ms. Engelmann’s unit). The aim of the 
meeting was to exchange opinions on the respective plans 
of the European Commission, Social Economy Europe and 
the Spanish government for 2020, including the organisa-
tion of the European Social Economy Summit, in November 
2020 in Mannheim (Germany).Víctor Meseguer, Juan Antonio Pedreño, Ulla Engelmann, 

Maria Antonio Pérez Leon and Patrick Klein

3.3 Buying for Social Impact: A far-reaching EU project to promote socially responsible public procu-
rement across the EU

Buying for Social Impact (BSI) was a project that ran from July 2018 to January 2020, commissioned by the 
Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME) and the European Commission Direc-
torate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROW) to promote the use of 
social considerations in public procurement procedures.

The project was carried out by a consortium of European organisations active in the promotion of the social 
economy and socially responsible public procurement. This was led by the European Association for Infor-
mation on Local Development (AEIDL), working in partnership with Social Economy Europe, the European 
Network of Social Integration Enterprises (ENSIE), the European Network of Cities and Regions for the Social 
Economy (REVES), and DIESIS Coop.

The BSI project had two main objectives: 

1.  to encourage contracting authorities to use public procurement to pursue social goals;
2.   to increase the capacity of social economy enterprises to take part in public procurement procedures and 

to access new markets.

Actions were targeted at contracting authorities and social economy actors in 15 EU Member States: Croa-
tia, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Ireland, Latvia, The Netherlands, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Sweden. 

Social Economy Europe coordinated the mapping of the social economy ecosystems and the legal 
analysis of the transposition of the Directive in three Member States: 

•   France, in cooperation with the French Chamber of Social and Solidarity Economy (ESS-France) and legal 
expert Grégory Kalflèche. 

•   Ireland, in cooperation with legal and social economy expert Emma McEvoy and the Irish Social Enterprise 
Network (ISEN).

•   Latvia, in cooperation with social economy expert Agnese Fridenberga and legal expert Kristīne Gaigu-
le-Šāvēja in Latvia.
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https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/our-work/#projects
https://www.aeidl.eu/en/
https://www.aeidl.eu/en/
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org
http://www.ensie.org/
http://www.ensie.org/
http://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp/
http://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp/
http://www.diesis.coop/
https://socialeconomy.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6819bcea535d11ff6370295&id=55d04ba8ac&e=54fa4d42eb
https://socialeconomy.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6819bcea535d11ff6370295&id=9b80ad4a62&e=54fa4d42eb
https://socialeconomy.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6819bcea535d11ff6370295&id=9b80ad4a62&e=54fa4d42eb


SEE also organised conferences in these three Member States, in cooperation with the European Commis-
sion, the BSI consortium and national experts.

On 20 May 2019,  at the Economic, Social and Environmen-
tal Council of France (CESE), the French BSI conference 
The promotion of the social economy through socially 
responsible public procurement took place. The event 
was attended by 76 participants, among which 45 were re-
presentatives of national, regional and local French public 
authorities and 23 were representatives of the French so-
cial economy movement. The conference, that generated a 
rich exchange on socially responsible public procurement 
among public administrations and social economy actors, 
was organised in close cooperation with the French Cham-
ber of the Social and Solidarity Economy (ESS-France), 
French member of SEE. 

Camille Cubaynes, Grégory Kalflèche, Céline Corvisy, Jérô-
me Saddier, Estelle Bacconnier & Víctor Meseguer

On 5 September 2019, the Irish BSI conference on Boosting social 
economy and social enterprises through responsible public procu-
rement in Ireland, organised in cooperation with the Irish Social Enter-
prise Network (ISEN) took place at the Rediscovery Centre in Dublin. The 
event counted with the participation of the Irish Minister for Rural and 
Community Development, that presented the National Social Enterpri-
se Policy for Ireland 2019-2022, presented in July 2019. The conference 
attracted 63 participants, among which 34 representatives of Irish public 
authorities and representative of Irish social economy enterprises and 
organisations. 
On the 2nd October 2019, the Latvian BSI conference “Socially res-
ponsible public procurement: a driver for the development of the 
social economy in Latvia”, took place in Riga, at the conference centre 
of ALTUM, a state-owned development finance institution. It attracted in 
total 94 participants, of which 72 were public authorities representatives 
and officials (including networks of public authorities) thus representing 
around 70% of the attendees and 17 were social economy representati-
ves thus representing around 30% of the attendees.

Chris Gordon, Estelle Bacconnier, Michael 
Ring, Emma McEvoy & Víctor Meseguer

The final BSI conference, called ‘The promotion of Socially Respon-
sible Public Procurement through social economy enterprises’, 
was held in Brussels on 18 November 2019. On this occasion, the 
results and recommendations from the Buying for Social Impact pro-
ject were presented to a large audience of public authorities, social 
economy actors and EU policy makers. 
As a result of the BSI a project, the report Buying for Social Impact- 
Good practice from around the EU, with 22 examples of good prac-
tices in the area of socially responsible public procurement, from 12 
EU Member States, and covering a large variety of approaches, was 
published by the European Commission in December 2019. 
The legal analysis of the transposition of the directive into national 
laws and the mappings of the ecosystems in which social economy 
enterprises operate, including access to public procurement con-
tracts, for the 15 studied Member States, are available here. 

https://www.socent.ie/
https://www.socent.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/e779c3-social-enterprise-policy/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/e779c3-social-enterprise-policy/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3498035f-5137-11ea-aece-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3498035f-5137-11ea-aece-01aa75ed71a1
https://www.aeidl.eu/docs/bsi/index.php/country?limit=20&limitstart=40


3.4 European Social Economy Regions

Following a successful pilot in 2018, the European Commission’s Directorate General for Internal Market, 
Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG Grow) launched the second edition of European Social Economy 
Regions (ESER) in 2019. The ESER aims at building effective networks of social economy and social inno-
vation stakeholders. In 2019, 55 European cities and regions hosted and co-organised an ESER event. SEE 
President, Juan Antonio Pedreño actively participated in three ESER events in 2019 in the Balearic Islands 
(Mallorca), Sevilla and Galicia (Santiago de Compostela), at which the Galician Social Economy Forum was 
constituted. SEE members participated and supported the organisation of an important number of ESER 
events in 2019. 
On the 10th of October 2019, SEE also participated in the European Social Economy Regions 2019- Ga-
thering event, held in Brussels in the framework of the European Week of Regions and Cities. 

ESER event in the Balearic Islands, April 2019 ESER event in Galicia, July 2019

17.6    Our Work in 2019 - A New Era for the Social Economy 



4.  Council of the European Union

The Council of the European Union recognised in two of its 
Council Conclusions of 2019 the important role played by 
social economy enterprises and organisations in the field of 
social inclusion, creation of and access to quality jobs, as 
well as the assurance of equal opportunities for all. 
In its Council Conclusions on the Economy of Wellbe-
ing (17 October 2019), the Council recognises poverty, 
social and labour market exclusion as drivers of inequa-
lities. It cites adequate income support, access to health 
and social services, affordable care and housing as well 
as support for labour market integration and reintegration 
as essential elements to tackle inequalities, identifying the 
social economy as a key contributor.

Marianne Thyssen, Yolanda Valdeolivas and Magdalena Valerio 
in an EPSCO meeting

It invites Member States and the Commission to “Reinforce the role of the social economy, social entrepre-
neurship and social innovation in the promotion of social inclusion, creation of and access to quality jobs and 
social investment”.
While In addition, in the 5- December- 2019 Council conclusions on inclusive labour markets, there are direct 
references to the social economy’s important work in supporting vulnerable groups in society, both in provi-
ding decent working opportunities and in facilitating social inclusion:

“The social economy may be of particular value in supporting people in a vulnerable position preparing for 
and participating in the labour market. Social enterprises can play a vital role in sustainable job creation and 
in facilitating social integration. In addition to offering jobs, they can provide upskilling and promote active 
citizenship, thereby building up these persons’ employability in mainstream businesses.”

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13171-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13171-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14646-2019-INIT/en/pdf
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The second meeting of the Monitoring Committee took place on the 
27 November 2019, also in Strasbourg, in the framework of the Eu-
ropean Day of Social Economy enterprises. At this meeting, that 
counted with the participation of government representatives of Fran-
ce, Italy, Portugal and Spain, the French government, represented by 
Christophe Itier, passed the torch to the Spanish Government, repre-
sented by State Secretary for Labour Yolanda Valdeolivas, to chair the 
Committee in 2020.

Yolanda Valdeolivas, Juan Antonio Pedreño & 
Víctor Meseguer, Strasbourg, November 2019

5.  Monitoring Committee of Luxembourg 
Social Economy Europe participated, as an observer, to the two meetings of the Monitoring Committee of 
Luxembourg Declaration held in 2019, convened by the French Presidency of the Committee. The two mee-
tings of the Committee were chaired by Mr. Christophe Itier, French Government High-Commissioner for 
Social and Solidarity Economy and Social.

On  2 April 2019, in Strasbourg (France), the first meeting of the 
Monitoring Committee took place. It saw the participation of hi-
gh-level representatives of the governments of France, Portugal, 
Romania and Spain. The meeting coincided with the launch of 
Strasbourg as European Social Economy Capital in 2019.

In 2019 the French and Spanish Governments established a 
close cooperation to support the development of the social 
economy at European and global level. High-Commissioner 
Christophe Itier visited Madrid in January 2019 and attended 
a meeting of CEPES (Spanish Confederation of Social Eco-
nomy Enterprises) Board of Directors. In July 2019 in Paris, the 
French and Spanish Governments renewed their cooperation 
agreement on social economy. SEE and CEPES President, 
Juan Antonio Pereño, participated in the meeting at which the 
cooperation agreement was signed.

Signature of the French-Spanish Cooperation Agreement 
on Social Economy, Paris 13 July 2019



The European Economic and Social Committee 
(EESC) has consistently been a strategic ally in the 
promotion of social economy entrepreneurship as 
a driver of sustainable economic and social pro-
gress across the EU and beyond. 
On 6 February 2019, SEE President Juan Anto-
nio Pedreño met with the President of the EESC 
Luca Jahier, and the President of the Section for 
the Single Market, Production and Consumption, 
Ariane Rodert. The meeting served as an exchan-
ge on the joint strategy regarding the European 
elections, an ambitious Multi-Annual Financial Fra-
mework post 2020, the renewal of the Social Eco-
nomy Intergroup and the possibility of a European 
Action Plan for the Social Economy. 

6. European Economic and Social Committee 

6.1 SEE also actively participated in the European Day of Social Economy Enterprises 2019, that took 
place on 27 November in the city of Strasbourg, the European Social Economy Capital of 2019. SEE 
actively participated in two parallel workshops on:

 •   The EU social market economy: which role for the Social Economy Enterprises?

 •   The Social Economy as a driver to co-construct ecological transition in cities and regions:  
why is the European dimension essential?

In cooperation with the EESC, the city of Stras-
bourg and other local social economy actors, 
Social Economy Europe collaborated in the 
drafting of Strasbourg Declaration Building a 
European economy for society and people: 
A social economy for the future of Europe.

Luca Jahier, Ariane Rodert and Juan Antonio Pedreño

Moreover, SEE organised a side event on 
Social Economy in the Euro Mediterranean 
region, aiming at presenting the book 
“Social Economy in the Mediterranean”, a 
publication edited by Cajamar (Cooperative 
Group) and coordinated by SEE and CEPES 
President, Juan Antonio Pedreño.

The book explores the weight of the social economy in the region and its potential to become a driver of 
economic and social progress, stability, creation of quality jobs, and as catalyst of the digital and green 
transition. Among the contributors to this ambitious publication are Commissioner Nicolas Schmit, Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez, former Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen and Commissioners 
Thyssen and Bienkowska, UfM Secretary General Nasser Kamel and International Cooperative Alliance 
President Ariel Guarco. 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-day-social-economy-enterprises-2019
https://www.cepes.es/noticias/577_book-39-the-social-economy-mediterranean-39-reflection-strength-potential-this-business-mode&lng=en
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7.  European Committee of the Regions 
In 2019, SEE strengthened its cooperation with the European Committee of the Regions. Social Economy 
Europe is part of the European Entrepreneurial Region (EER), a project that identifies and rewards EU 
regions which show an outstanding and innovative entrepreneurial policy strategy, irrespective of their size, 
wealth and competences. The regions with the most credible, forward-thinking, and promising vision plan 
are granted the label “European Entrepreneurial Region” (EER) for a specific year. The EER label has 
been set up in partnership with the European Commission and is supported by EU level stakeholders such 
as Social Economy Europe, SME United, Eurochambres and EURADA. In 2019, the three awarded regions 
were Asturias (Spain), Gelderland (Netherlands) and Thessaly (Greece).
Furthermore, SEE actively participated in the European Week of Regions and Cities 2019, that included 
two workshops dedicated to the social economy. 

Also in 2019, the EESC approved three relevant opinions on the social economy: 
 •   Towards an appropriate European legal framework for social economy enterprises, whose rapporteur was 

Alain Coheur, Vice-President of Social Economy Europe
 •   Social economy enterprises’ contribution to a more cohesive and democratic Europe, an explanatory 

opinion at the request of the Romanian Presidency, whose rapporteur was also Alain Coheur. 
 •   Blockchain and distributed ledger technology as an ideal infrastructure for Social Economy, whose 

rapporteur was Giuseppe Guerini, President of CECOP. 

Social Economy Europe also actively participated in the three meetings of the EESC Social Economy Category 
with public intervention from SEE Director Víctor Meseguer, who presented SEE Working Group on Social 
Economy and Disability, and Sébastien Pereau, Secretary General of ConcertES and member of SEE 
Board of Directors, who presented SEE’s campaign to renew the European Parliament’s Social Economy 
Intergroup. Furthermore, SEE actively engaged in the activities of the EESC Liaison Group.

https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/european-entrepreneurial-region.aspx
http://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/
https://smeunited.eu/
http://www.eurochambres.eu/Content/Default.asp
http://www.eurada.org/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/towards-appropriate-european-legal-framework-social-economy-enterprises-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/social-economy-enterprises-contribution-more-cohesive-and-democratic-europe-exploratory-opinion-request-romanian
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/blockchain-and-distributed-ledger-technology-ideal-infrastructure-social-economy-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/other/liaison-group


  Strengthening the Social Economy Community
In 2019, Social Economy Europe participated in 37 events aiming at strengthening the European and global 
social economy community, as well as improving the connection and the cooperation among social eco-
nomy networks, researchers, other social and economic movements etc. 

On 30 January 2019, SEE President participated at REVES se-
minar on Creating perspectives together: education through 
and to social economy values, held at Stiftung Pfefferwerk in 
Berlin. President Pedreño presented to other social economy ex-
perts from Germany, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Sweden and Spain, 
the model of cooperative schools and high-schools in Spain 
and more particularly in the region of Murcia, with their strong 
commitment to teach students about the different ways of star-

ting a business with a particular emphasis on 
social economy and cooperative entrepreneur-
ship. The model has proven very successful to 
foster collective entrepreneurship among young 
Europeans, accompanying them to create their 
own social economy projects throughout secon-
dary education with projects that tackle social, 
economic, and environmental challenges.

Students’ Cooperatives Fair in the city of Murcia

On 22 March, SEE Director Víctor Meseguer participated in a conference on Globalisation: an opportu-
nity for the development of the social economy?, organised on the occasion of the 70th Anniversary 
of Groupe Terre, a Belgian group of Work Integration social enterprises active on textile reuse, recycling 
of industrial and electrical waste, production of isolation materials, social services, retail and cooperation 
for development. Víctor Meseguer intervened in the event alongside with Yves Leterme (former Prime 
Minister of Belgium), Eva Cantele (ESS- Forum International), William Wauters (President of Groupe 
Terre), and Arnaud Breuil (Groupe Up). The event was presented and moderated by journalist Nathalie 
Croisé and attended by social economy actors and students from Charleroi and surroundings. The event 
was held at the Groupe Terre textile sorting centre at Couillet (near Charleroi). A report of the event can 
be found here.

https://www.groupeterre.org/\
https://www.groupeterre.org/documents
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On March 29, SEE President participated in the CPES (Portuguese Social Economy Confederation) Strategic 
Reflexion Day on Social Economy in the Portugal of 2030. Among the main speakers at the event were 
President of the Portuguese Republic Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, former Minister of Labour and Social 
Security José António Vieira Da Silva, President of CASES Eduardo Graça, Head of CASES department 
for institutional relations, research and studies Joao Leite, and President of CPES Jorge de Sá, who sadly 
passed in 2019. 

A visit to Les jardins de la Montagne Verte in Strasbourg

Special attention should be paid to the cooperation 
with the city of Strasbourg and its vibrant social eco-
nomy community as European Social Economy Ca-
pital in 2019. SEE Present and director were present 
in Strasbourg since the launching event Strasbourg, 
Capitale Européenne de l’Économie Social et So-
lidaire 2019 on 2 April 2019. In total, SEE participa-
ted in seven local and EU events held in Strasbourg in 
2019: the launching event in April, a visit to local social 
economy enterprises together with Grand Est region in 
May (in particular, a site  and Les jardins de la Mon-
tagne Verte), the Cooperatives Europe General As-
sembly in June, a meeting of GECES working group on 
social economy clusters, an event on Social Economy 
and cooperative entrepreneurship alongside with Art-
enréel, a CAE (Coopérative d’Activité et d’Emploi) in 
November, and the European Day of Social Economy 
Enterprises on 27 November. 

Furthermore, SEE had a permanent contact with the team of Strasbourg Capitale Européenne de l’ESS. 
SEE wishes to thank Sandra Guilmin, Virginie Manina and Marion Jullien for their tireless work to promote 
the development of the social economy in Strasbourg, in Région Grand Est and across Europe as a driver of 
sustainable development. 

Federica Pesce (Volt Europa), Piotr Sadowski (Social Platform), Petros Fassoulas 
(EMI), Lina Carr (ETUC) and Víctor Meseguer (SEE)

On Friday 12 April, SEE Director Víctor 
Meseguer participated in the event How 
to build a fair future of Europe?  Orga-
nised by the Stand Up for the Social Pi-
llar Alliance (CECOP, European Movement 
International, ETUC, SEE and Social Plat-
form) in the framework of the Democracy 
Alive Festival, the event was held on the is-
land of Texel in The Netherlands. The mee-
ting served to foster an exchange among 
the above-mentioned organisations on how 
to build alliances in order to work towards 
a more social, fair and cohesive Europe in 
view of the 2019 EU elections. 

https://www.cpes.pt/
https://www.europtimist.eu/2019/02/strasbourg-capitale-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire/
https://www.europtimist.eu/2019/02/strasbourg-capitale-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire/
https://www.europtimist.eu/2019/02/strasbourg-capitale-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire/


Family photo of Cooperatives Europe General Assembly

On 16 April, Social Economy Europe had the honour to actively participate in the 40th National Congress of 
LEGACOOP “Cooperative Revolutions” in Rome, where SEE President Juan Antonio Pedreño addressed 
a keynote speech on the development of the social economy at EU-level. The other speakers in the opening 
session of the Congress were Virginia Raggi (Mayor of Rome), Nicola Zingaretti (President of Lazio 
Region and National Secretary of the Italian Democratic Party), Mauro Lusetti (President of LEGACOOP 
and of the Italian Cooperative Alliance), Laura Castelli (former Deputy Minister for Economy and Finance), 
Brenno Begani (President of AGCI) and Maurizio Gardini (President of Confcooperative). 

LEGACOP represents 10.000 cooperative and mutual enterprises 
present all over the Italian territory and active in all the socio-
economic sectors. The opening of the congress served as an 
exchange about important topics such as the deepening the 
European integration process, digitalisation, solidarity in the 
midst of the refugee crises well as the need to reduce inequalities 
and strengthen social cohesion. 

On 7 May 2019, SEE participated in the Annual Conference Activ Pentru! of its member ENSIE,  in 
Bucharest, organised in cooperation with the Romanian organisation Ateliere Fara Frontiere. SEE Director 
Víctor Meseguer presented the joint campaign of all social economy actors, led by Social Economy Europe, 
to renew the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup and advance towards a European Action 
Plan for the Social Economy to promote the development of all social economy actors across the EU.

On 6 and 7 June, SEE President Juan Antonio Pedreño participated to the General Assembly of Cooperatives 
Europe, held in the city of Strasbourg. 

Family picture of ENSIE’s General Assembly 2019

http://www.atelierefarafrontiere.ro/misiune
https://coopseurope.coop/events/2019-cooperatives-europe-general-assembly
https://coopseurope.coop/events/2019-cooperatives-europe-general-assembly
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On 6 June, SEE Director Víctor Meseguer participated in the jury and intervened at REVES Excellence Awards 
2019, an event with the aim of awarding best practices of partnership driven by public authorities and the 
social economy in the following fields:

 •   Specific local/regional programmes for the development of the social economy
 •   The strengthening of peripheries and rural areas
 •   Innovative use of public procurement
 •   Active citizenship

The list of applicants can be consulted here.

On 7 June, SEE actively participated at in the 
7th CIRIEC International Research Congress 
on Social Economy, held in Bucharest. SEE 
Ddirector intervened in a plenary session on 
Social and Solidarity Economy and Europe, 
alongside with Alain Coheur (Vice-President of 
SEE and EESC member), Daniela Morosanu 
(Ministry of Labour and Social Justice of 
Romania), Ionut Sibian (EESC member) and 
Patrick Klein (team leader for social economy 
at DG Grow, unit F2). 

On the 26 June, SEE director intervened at the final event of the Rights to Grow project on fostering 
information consultation participation rights to help social enterprises grow. The project was led by Diesis 
Network, in partnership with CECOP, ENSIE, Social Enterprise UK, Act Grupa, Avise, Cooperative Group 
CGM, RISE (Romania), FISE, Legacoop Sociali, Coceta, the European Trade Union Confederation and SEE. 

On the 14 October 2019, a delegation of SEE Working 
Group on social economy and disability visited Ilunion 
Tecnología y Accesibilidad, a Work Integration Social 
Enterprise (social economy sheltered workshop) dedi-
cated to accompanying enterprises and organisation 
in their digital transformation. Ilunion Tecnología y Ac-
cesibilidad designs and builds accessible websites for 
all type of companies and organisations, from relevant 
online marketplaces to associations and other third sec-
tor organisations. As a sheltered workshop, 70% of the 
company’s employees are people with disabilities. The 
SEE delegation was formed by Joquim Pequicho (Con-
fecoop, Portugal), Cristina Verdú (COCETA, Spain), Tere-
sa Silvestre (FTI Consulting) and Víctor Meseguer (SEE).

On 3 April, SEE Director intervened alongside with SEE members and partners in the EPR confe-
rence on A tool for Active Inclusion of People with Disabilities - Social Economy Employment 
Models.

http://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/REVES-Excellence-Award-2019_draft-programme.pdf
http://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/REVES-Excellence-Award-2019_draft-programme.pdf
http://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/REVES-Excellence-Award-2019_draft-programme.pdf
http://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp/?page_id=421
http://r2g.diesis.coop/
https://www.iluniontecnologiayaccesibilidad.com/transformacion-digital
https://www.iluniontecnologiayaccesibilidad.com/transformacion-digital


  International dimension:
      promoting the social economy at global level 
The social economy is a global movement present all over the world. As the voice of social economy enter-
prises in Europe, Social Economy Europe works in cooperation with international organisations and insti-
tutions to support the growth of social economy actors worldwide as a driver of sustainable development. 

United Nations Inter-Agency Taskforce on Social and Solidarity Economy 

Social Economy Europe is an observer of 
the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on So-
cial and Solidarity Economy (UNTFSSE) 
an institution that aims to raise the visibili-
ty of Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) 
within the UN system and beyond.
The members of the UNTFSSE are the In-
ternational Labour Organisation (ILO), the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD), the United Na-
tions Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (UN DESA), United Nations Settle-

ment Programme (UN HABITAT), United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Uni-
ted Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNECO), United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO), United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nation Office at Geneva (UNOG), United Na-
tion Institute for Research for Social Development (UNRISD), United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and 
the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), the World Bank, World Food Programme (WFP), World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).
In 2019, SEE participated in several meetings of the UNTFSSE, as well as in its International Conference on 
Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals: What Role for Social and Solidarity Economy?, 
held on 25-26 June 2019 at the ILO headquarters in Geneva. A conference summary is available here.
On 14 October 2019, SEE and CEPES President Juan Antonio Pedreño addressed a keynote speech in the 
opening of the 11th ILO’s Social and Solidarity Economy Academy on “The social economy in the Future 
of Work”, held in Madrid.

It is important to stress that the ILO Centenary De-
claration for the Future of Work, adopted in 2019 at 
the 108th session of the International Labour Confe-
rence, includes an important reference to cooperati-
ves and all social economy actors as key partners 
to generate decent work, productive employment and 
improved living standards for all.

http://unsse.org/knowledge-hub/conference-summary/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_711674.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_711674.pdf
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Pact for Impact

On 4 November 2019, SEE co-organised 
alongside with the UNTFSSE, UNRISD, 
the International Cooperative Alliance, 
CIRIEC International and the EESC, the 
Expert Workshop on Opportunities and 
Challenges of Statistics on the Social 
and Solidarity Economy, with high-
level experts from the above-mentioned 
organisations as well as from Eurostat, 
Belgium (ConcertES/ Observatoire de 
l’économie sociale), France (ESS-France), 
Portugal (CASES and NatiONAL Institute of 
Satistcs), and from Euricse, among others.

The Pact for Impact Summit was an 
initiative of the French Government, a 
high-level international event held on 10 
and 11 July 2019 in Paris. More than 400 
participants of 50 countries shared their 
vision on the Solidarity and Inclusive Eco-
nomy at the Pact for Impact Summit, in-
cluding a Prime Minister, twenty Ministers 
and Governments representatives. Social 
Economy Europe actively participated in 
the event through an important delegation 
formed by almost all its members.

SEE co-organised with the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF), a workshop on Youth & Edu-
cation: how to become actors of change and social innovation?, with the participation of Ross Hall 
(ASHOKA, UK),  Jorge Luis de la Calle Martin (Director for International Development at GSD- Gredos 
San Diego Education Group, Spain), Irene Bongiovanni (President of Confcooperative Industry and Tou-
rism, Italy), Sarah Diouri (Director of Bidaya Social and Green Tech Incubator, Morocco), Houda Laroussi 
(Professor and researcher at the  Université de Carthage, Tunisia) and Anne-Cécile Dockès (President of 
Fac Initiatives and member of ESPER, France). 

SEE President Juan Antonio Pedreño actively con-
tributed to the workshop Pact for Impact: a glo-
bal alliance for a social and inclusive economy, 
co-organised by ESS-France and Groupe SOS. A 
Pact for Impact Manifesto was presented at the 
end of the summit and is available here.  

https://observatoire-es.be/
https://observatoire-es.be/
https://pact-for-impact.org/
https://pact-for-impact.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Manifesto-Pact-for-Impact.pdf


UfM Workshop on Social Economy in the MENA region and the Balkans

The first UfM Workshop on Social Economy in the MENA Region and the Balkans was organised by 
the UfM Secretariat at its premises in Barcelona, Spain, on 5 July 2019 in partnership with the Deuts-
che Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH commissioned by the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), and in partnership with the 
Spanish Confederation of Social Economy Enterprises (CEPES) and the support of the ESMED 
Network and Social Economy Europe. 
This event corresponded to the mandate emanating from the 4th UfM Ministerial Meeting on Emplo-
yment and Labour (Cascais, Portugal, 2 & 3 April, 2019) which emphasized the importance of Social 
Economy, “not only an alternative way of delivering economic, social and environmental value, but 
also a smart way of unlocking resources, creating sustainable employment, and generating inclusive 
economic growth in the region.” 
The Workshop brought together 45 stakeholders to engage in discussions and exchange of views 
focused on two interrelated thematics, namely Entrepreneurship and Job Creation in the Social 
Economy and Social Innovation approaches for a positive Socio-Economic Impact. The President 
of CEPES and Social Economy Europe and General Coordinator of the ESMED network, Mr. Juan 
Antonio Pedreño welcomed the engagement of the UfM in a way that would strengthen the Euromed 
and international dimension of the Social Economy; an enterprise model that accounts for 7% of the 
world GDP, according to the United Nations.

Cooperation with the OSCE to boost social economy in Armenia 

Social Economy Europe had the honour to cooperate with the OSCE in its event Leaving no one be-
hind: Promoting social economy for an inclusive and prosperous Armenia, held in Yerevan on 30 
October 2019. 
SEE Director Víctor Meseguer addressed a keynote speech on Social Economy for an inclusive and pros-
perous Armenia. He gave examples of successful public policies supporting the development of the social 
economy, favouring the transition from the informal economy to the formal economy and emphasised the 
central importance of socially responsible public procurement.
SEE wants to thank Prof. Ermelinda Meksi, Deputy Co-ordinator, Office of the Co-ordinator of OSCE 
Economic and Environmental Activities; Ambassador Vincenzo Del Monaco, Embassy of Italy in Yerevan; 
Mr. Shombi Sharp, UN Resident Co-ordinator and Designated Official for Security; Ms. Teresa Albano, 
Economic Affairs Officer, Office of the Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities; Ms. 
Satik Badeyan, President of the Association of Social Enterprises, Armenia and Mr. Gagik Makaryan, 
President of the Republican Union of Employers of Armenia, for the organisation of this key event to promote 
the social economy for the economic and social progress of Armenia.
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SEE Governance

SEE is governed by two bodies: the General Assembly and the Board of Directors. 
The General Assembly chaired by the President is formed by representatives of all SEE member 
organisations, meets annually to approve the budget, the annual accounts and to establish strate-
gic guidelines and the organisation’s work plan. 
The Board of Directors has broad powers to run and manage SEE and meets at least three times per 
year, convened by the President. SEE’s Board of Directors is formed by: the President Juan Antonio 
Pedreño (on behalf of CEPES), Patrizia Bussi (on behalf of ENSIE), Alain Coheur (on behalf of AIM), 
Jérôme Saddier (on behalf of ESS-France), Sarah Goddard (on behalf of AMICE), Filipa Farelo (on 
behalf of CASES), Diana Dovgan (on behalf of CECOP), Patrick Debucquois (on behalf of CEDAG), 
Sébastien Pereau (on behalf of ConcertES), Miguel Ángel Cabra de Luna (on behalf of EFC), Peru 
Sasia (on behalf of FEBEA), Claudia Fiaschi (on behalf of FTS), and Luigi Martignetti (on behalf of 
REVES). 
In 2020, SEE General Assembly welcomed three new members to its Board of Directos: Oscar Ver-
linden (on behalf of EMN), Heather Roy (on behalf of Eurodiaconia) and Aurélie Chompret (on behalf 
of IPSE). 
Furthermore, to coordinate the Board of Directors meetings as well as the General Assemblies, SEE 
has formed a Presidency Bureau, composed by the President and the three Vice-Presidents.

Juan Antonio Pedreño, President 
Juan Antonio holds a BA in Chemistry from Granada’s University 
(Spain). He is an expert on social economy and co-operatives. He 
started his professional career as High School teacher and beca-
me a founding member of the co-operative school, high-school 
and vocational training centre Severo Ochoa, which he chai-
red for more than 20 years.
Currently, he chairs Social Economy Europe, CEPES (Spani-
sh Social Economy Confederation), UCOMUR (Murcia’s Region 
Worker Co-operatives) and UCOERM (Murcia’s Region Edu-
cation Cooperatives). Furthermore, Mr. Pedreño is the General 
Coordinator of the ESMED Network (Euro-Mediterranean Social 
Economy) and a member of the Spanish Economic and Social 
Committee. He is the author of articles and papers on the social 
economy enterprise model. 



Patrizia Bussi, Vice-President 
Patrizia studied at the Business Management Faculty of the Turin 
University (Italy). She is the Director of the European Network of 
Social Integration Enterprises (ENSIE), representing social en-
terprises and especially more than 3200 work integration social 
enterprises across Europe, aiming to contribute to sustainable 
development by creating links between the job market and the so-
cial integration of disadvantaged risk-groups, improving their emplo-
yment opportunities, and promoting the economic viability of social 
enterprises and the integration and reinforcement of their role in the 
general economic landscape. She has also worked for two Italian so-
cial economy enterprises: the Consorzio Sociale Abele Lavoro and 
the social cooperative Stranaidea.  Since 2012 she is a member of the 
European Commission Expert Group on social economy and social 
enterprises (GECES). Since 2014 she has represented ENSIE in the 
Structured Dialogue with European Structural and Investment Funds’ 
partners group of experts (ESIF SD) of the Commission. Since the 
beginning of 2019 she is Vice-President of Social Economy Europe.

Alain Coheur, Vice-President 
Alain studied at the Faculty of Medicine at Public Health School and 
at the Faculty of Social and Economic Science. He started his career 
at the University Hospital of Liege. In 1991, he joined the Belgian 
National Union of Socialist Mutual Health Funds. He took part in 
the management of the Belgian healthcare system by being a mem-
ber of the Insurance Committee of the National Institute for Health 
and Disability Insurance and in the National Council for hospi-
tals of the Ministry of Public Health. Since 1997, he coordinates 
different cross-border healthcare projects between Belgium, France, 
The Netherlands, Germany and Luxemburg financed by Interreg Eu-
ropean Funds. Between 1998 and 2002, he was Project Manager at 
the International Association of Mutual Health Funds (AIM), still 
now a member of the Board of Directors, and from June 2017 new 
Treasurer. In 2002, he came back to the Belgian National Union of So-
cialist Mutual Health Funds, Solidaris, as Director for European and 
International Affairs. Since 2004, he is a Member of the bureau of the 
International Social Security Association (ISSA) and vice-chair of the 
Technical Commission on Mutual Benefit Societies. Between 2007 

and 2016, he was President of the Belgian NGO “Solsoc”. In 2008, he was elected President of Social 
Economy Europe and since 2015 as Vice-President. Since 2013, member of the board of directors of the 
Belgian development Agency (ENABEL). In 2014, he became member of the European Commission 
Expert Group on Social Entrepreneurship (GECES). Also, in 2014 he became member of the Council 
Wallonia Brussels for the International Cooperation and since September 2017, new President. Since 
2015, he is member of the EESC. 
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Jérôme Saddier, Vice-President 
Jérôme is graduated in political science and international relations, 
has exercised several management responsibilities in the mutual 
movement and the social economy for the past fifteen years, as 
well as in local, national and international public institutions. Elec-
ted President of the French Chamber of Social and Solidarity 
Economy (ESS-France) in December 2018, in April 2018, he joined 
Crédit Coopératif as Delegate to the President and was elected 
as Delegated Vice-President in June 2018. He was member of the 
Board of Directors of Crédit Coopératif from May 2015 to March 
2018 as a representative of the Mutuelle Nationale Territoriale 
and became Vice-President from May 2016. From January 2014 to 
the end of March 2018, he served as Director General of the Mu-
tuelle Nationale Territoriale. From October 2017, he also exercised 
the responsibilities of Director of strategy and public affairs for the 
new mutual group VYV, of which he was one of the architects.

Between 2012 and 2014, he was special advisor and chief of staff to Benoît Hamon, Minister of Social 
and Solidarity Economy and Consumer Affairs, taking an active part in the development of the SSE law. 
Since September 2016, he has also chaired AVISE, a services agency for the development of the Social 
and Solidarity Economy; he is also Vice-President of the French section of CIRIEC-International. He 
had previously held since 2003 management functions at the Mutualité Fonction Publique and at the 
Mutuelle des Etudiants, after having been a diplomat at the social organizations of the United Nations, 
Advisor to two Ministers between 2000 and 2002 (Elisabeth Guigou and Alain Richard ), and started his 
professional career as collaborators of local elected policy makers. Jérôme Saddier is also a colonel in the 
French Air Force Citizen’s Reserve.



Meet our team!

Víctor Meseguer, Director 
director@socialeconomy.eu.org

“In the last five years working at SEE, 
I have had the opportunity to grow 
as a professional and as person. I 
have had the immense opportunity of 
working and learning from inspiring 
professionals and good human beings. 
I’ve had the chance to work in a project 
in which I believe in”.

Jessica Fiorelli, Policy and Projects Officer 
jessica.fiorelli@socialeconomy.eu.org

“Working at SEE has been an eye-
opener for me: seeing that there is a 

way to put people before profits”.
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A special thanks to
Throughout 2019, SEE had the wonderful opportunity of working with a diverse group of young and ta-
lented individuals who supported SEE’s work in many areas, such as communications, policy, event orga-
nisation and more. Ayodei Williams Owoeye joined SEE in July 2019 for two months part of his Master’s 
on European Studies and Human Rights at the Catholic University of Murcia (UCAM). Daniel Martín joined 
SEE in September 2019 for a 10-month internship. Laura Gafforio joined SEE in March 2020 for three 
months to gain experience in European policies, in between her undergraduate and postgraduate studies. 
We would like to thank them for their invaluable contribution and wish them all the best with the continua-
tion of their studies and development of their professional careers. 

Ayodeji Williams Owoeye, Horizontal Assistance 
contact@socialeconomy.eu.org

“My experience at SEE exceeded my 
expectations. The working environment 
was welcoming, and I was able to learn 
through a hands on approach which is 
by far the best form of learning.”

Daniel Martín, Responsible for 
Communications and Administration

contact@socialeconomy.eu.org

“Social Economy Europe has 
represented a first contact with 

the professional world and with the 
European Affairs. Furthermore,  

I have had the opportunity to  
discover the social economy, an 

enterprise model of key importance  
for the Future of Europe.”

Laura Gafforio, Responsible for Policy support 
support@socialeconomy.eu.org

“Working at SEE has been a great 
opportunity for me, as it gave me 
hope on the way the current economic 
model can be positively challenged, 
and made me feel I was contributing 
to the change”.



Join the movement!

It is a crucial time for the Social Economy to come together and work towards a European social and eco-
nomic recovery that leaves no one behind. The European Action Plan for the Social Economy is an unpa-
ralleled opportunity to co-build a European policy which addresses the needs of every actor of the Social 
Economy, to unlock its potential and give a substantial contribution to the green and digital transitions. To 
capitalise on these opportunities, the Social Economy Community needs to be strengthened and be more 
united than ever, for coherence and to include all relevant stakeholders. Join the the movement to build a 
meaningful long-term project that will strengthen the diversity and the economic and social performance 
of Europe’s socio-economic landscape. Let’s shape together a better future of Europe, with an economy 
that works for people and the planet!

Why join Social Economy Europe?

•   Strengthening the Social Economy Community in Europe and beyond
    SEE is the leading European representative organisation of the social economy in Europe. As a SEE mem-

ber, you will be part of a values-driven inclusive network, which strives to unite social economy actors 
across the EU and globally, aiming to establish a favourable ecosystem for all social economy enterprises 
and organisations. Social Economy Europe is also a hub for good practice sharing among leading social 
economy organisations on strategies and tools to further develop the social economy ecosystem. 

•  Influencing policies that impact the social economy
    SEE is the Secretariat of the European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup. Over the course of the 

years SEE has been advocating for all EU socio-economic policies to take the Social Economy into 
account. We have developed strong working relations with the European Commission, as part of the 
Commission’s Expert Group on Social Economy and Social Enterprises, as well as with the European 
Economic and Social Committee, with representatives from the SEE family and with other institutions, 
such as the Monitoring Committee of the Luxembourg Declaration (the group of Member States for the 
Social Economy). 

    As a member of SEE you will have access to these institutions and have the opportunity to be fully in-
volved in high-level events, such as the Public Hearings of the Social Economy Intergroup and bring 
your knowledge, experience and challenges encountered to the European level. This will increase your 
organisation’s capacity and ability to influence European socio-economic policies, and to cooperate with 
European Institutions, as well as with regional and local public authorities. Clearly, as a member you will 
also have a say on SEE’s policy proposals and direction.

•  Gaining knowledge and keeping up-to-date
    SEE has a wealth of knowledge thanks to experts in its membership and the experiences of social eco-

nomy enterprises and organisations it works with through projects, alliances, and partnerships, at Euro-
pean and global level. The sharing of good practices amongst the network is seen as a vital element of 
collaboration and support. Furthermore, the SEE Secretariat based in Brussels closely monitors policy 
developments and opportunities for social economy enterprises and organisations. As a member, you 
will have access to the latest news on policy updates, events, project opportunities, initiatives and more. 

            Help us grow the social economy network, join the movement and amplify the 
voice of the social economy in Europe!

             Watch our video message of solidarity and hope from SEE members in the midst of the covid19 
pandemic ‘Together We Stand’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brr-9zN1v6o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brr-9zN1v6o


9 SEE members in 2020
   

        AIM: International Association of Mutuals
        www.aim-mutual.org

        AMICE: Association of Mutual Insurers and Insurance Cooperatives in Europe  
        www.amice-eu.org

        CASES: Cooperativa António Sérgio para a Economia Social
        www.cases.pt

         CECOP-CICOPA Europe: European Confederation of industrial and service cooperatives  
www.cecop.coop

        CEDAG: European Council of Associations of General Interest  
        http://www.cedag-eu.org/  

        CEPES: Confederación Empresarial Española de la Economía Social  
        www.cepes.es

        CONCERTES:  Plate-forme de concertation des organisations représentatives de
         l’économie sociale (Belgium)
        http://www.concertes.be

         EFC: European Foundation Centre  
www.efc.be

         ENSIE: European Network of Social Integration Enterprises 
www.ensie.org

         ESS-France: Chambre Française de l’Économie Sociale et Solidaire  
www.ess-france.org

         EMN: the European Microfinance Network  
www.european-microfinance.org

         Eurodiaconia  
www.eurodiaconia.org

         FEBEA: European Federation of Ethical and Alternative Banks and Financiers  
www.febea.org

          FTS: Forum Nazionale Terzo Settore (Italy) 
www.forumterzosettore.it

         IPSE: Institut de la Protection Sociale Européenne  
www.euro-ipse.org

         REVES: European Network of Cities and Regions for the Social Economy  
www.revesnetwork.eu

35.

http://www.aim-mutual.org
http://www.amice-eu.org
http://www.cases.pt
http://www.cecop.coop
http://www.cedag-eu.org/  
http://www.cepes.es
http://www.concertes.be
http://www.efc.be
http://www.ensie.org
http://www.ess-france.org
http://www.european-microfinance.org
http://www.eurodiaconia.org
http://www.febea.org
http://www.forumterzosettore.it
http://www.euro-ipse.org
http://www.revesnetwork.eu




Copyright @2020. SEE.

Boulevard Charlemagne 74
1000, Brussels

www.socialeconomy.eu.org
contact@socialeconomy.eu.org

+32 2 230 46 18

@SocialEcoEU   

@socialeconomyeurope   

@socialeconomyEU

Social Economy Europe

https://twitter.com/SocialEcoEU
https://www.facebook.com/socialeconomyeurope/
https://www.instagram.com/socialeconomyeu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/social-economy-europe/

