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1. Social Economy: an enterprise model for the future of Europe
Dear members and friends of
Social Economy Europe, 
2016 has been a key year in the
development
of
the
Social
Economy in Europe and for Social
Economy Europe.
Our organization has played a key
role in achieving the great
milestones that have marked the
development of the sector.Steps
forward leading to a notable
increase in the recognition of the
role of the Social Economy in the European Union and in the measures adopted by the
European Institutions in favour of its development.
It is a pleasure for me to be able to present this report in which we take stock of the
work done.It is a time to share successes, Evaluate the progress made and also to
identify the goals to be achieved together. The work carried out by Social Economy
Europe with the support and commitment of all its members has created new
opportunities for the Social Economy but also new challenges to reach our objective:
to promote a European policy to develop the Social Economy. 
WE have been able to translate and explain personally to the Commissioners
Bieńkowska and Thyssen with whom we have met in the past months. These high-leve
meetings together with the permanent work with the Commission units most directly
involved with the social economy, have made Social Economy Europe a proactive
actor in shaping a work agenda in favour of the Social Economy.
Our work has been reflected in the conclusions of relevant reports such as the one
produced by the European Commission's Group of Experts on Social Entrepreneurship
(GECES), the reports of the European Parliament on the European Pillar for Social
Rights, or the Single Market Strategy. These are all relevant developments that are
added to the measures to promote our sector enhanced by the Commission, following
the publication of Start-Up and Scale-Up Initiative, addressing priority areas such as
access to finance, improvement of the regulatory environment, internationalisation or
the promotion of innovation, the use of technologies and new business models in the
Social Economy.
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These are firm steps on which to build an Action Plan for the Social Economy, which
is certainly a central element in our strategy of achieving a European policy for the
Social Economy.
Social Economy Europe has been key in the consolidation and reinforcement of
workspaces such as the Social Economy Intergroup of the European Parliament from
which the SEE assumes the secretariat.Since April 2016, SEE met with
Commissioner Bienkowska together with the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the
Social Economy Intergroup. In March 2017 Jyrki Katainen, Vice-President of the
European Commission participated in a SEIG public hearing. 
Member States are also increasingly recognising the central role of Social Economy
Europe.Our organization is a permanent protagonist in the European events that have
organized the States, such as the conferences of Paris or Bratislava in 2016 and those
held in Ljubljana or Madrid in 2017. The 11 Member States that make up the follow-up
group of the conclusions of the European Conference in Luxembourg is expanding and
it is adding more and more countries.Social Economy Europe is supporting dialogue
and cooperation between countries to foster greater cooperation in favour of Social
Economy in the European Union.
Given all these facts, which are further developed in the annual report, I would like to
emphasize that SEE, together with all its partners, acknowledges and is ready to
address the future challenges and is making all the necessary efforts to foster and to
strengthen Social Economy Europe as a common project, aiming to build a Union
based on the values put forward by the Social economy: solidarity, commitment,
transparency and sustainability.



Juan Antonio Pedreño,
President of Social Economy Europe
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Ϯ͘ TheSocialEconomymoving forward in Europe


2.1.

Social Economy: united in diversity

Social Economy actors are united around common values.
The Social Economy is formed by enterprises and organisations of different
sizes, ranging from SMEs to large companies and groups that are leaders in their
markets. Social economy enterprises and organisations operate in all economic
sectors.
The Social Economy offers innovative and effective solutions to address the
challenges and demands of today’s society:
➢ Creates high-quality jobs and fosters entrepreneurship
➢ Significantly contributes to inclusive economic growth and to social cohesion
➢ Strengthens social protection and provides high-quality services of general
interest
➢ Fosters economic democracy and citizens’ active participation in economic and
social affairs
➢ Contributes to sustainable development, to energy transition and to
environmental protection
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2.2.

A European success story

There are more than 2 million social economy enterprises and
organisations in Europe - 10% of all EU businesses- employing 14.5
million people and accounting for 8% of Europe’s GDP.
In contrast with the overall economic trend of growing unemployment, the social
economy has experienced a significant employment growth: from 11 million jobs in
2002-2003 to 14.5 million in 2009-2010.
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3.

Who we are 
Social Economy Europe (SEE) is the
voice of Social Economy enterprises and
organisations in Europe.

^ŽĂƌĚŽĨŝƌĞĐƚŽƌƐ&ĂŵŝůǇWŚŽƚŽ͕ƌĂƚŝƐůĂǀĂ͕ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
ϮϬϭϲ

Its members are the European organisations
of mutual insurers and insurance
cooperatives,
health
mutuals,
foundations,
paritarian
institutions,
associations of general interest, work
integration social enterprises, ethical and
alternative banks and financiers and cities
and regions for the Social Economy.

At national level, the members of SEE are the social economy umbrella organisations
of Belgium (francophone regions), France, Italy, Portugal and Spain.

3.1. Our mission and vision for Europe
➢ Mission
SEE unites the main European Social Economy organisations and represents the
interests of more than 2 million social economy enterprises and organisations towards
the European Institutions. Our mission is to:

➢ Promote all social economy activities and enterprises in Europe seeking
to contribute to economic and social development.

➢ Have a permanent dialogue with the European Institutions to ensure that
the social economy is taken into account and recognised in the design
and implementation of the main European socio-economic policies, as
well as to promote specific and effective policies and actions for the social
economy;
➢ Boost the visibility of social economy enterprises and organisations, of
its economic and social impact, and of the values that define its virtuous
business model;
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➢ Support social economy organisations and public authorities aiming to
promote the development of the social economy;

Social Economy Europe works in areas of common interest of its members and acts
according to the principles of subsidiarity, guaranteeing the added value of the work of
the organisation.
➢ Vision
SEE strongly supports the European Union and its key role in promoting economic
and social progress. SEE believes that the European Union should strengthen its
position as a global leader on social economy.
➢ Social economy is a crucial part of the European economic and social
landscape. SEE works to strengthen the European social economy
ecosystem, allowing these enterprises and organisations to grow and
continue offering innovative solutions to new social and market demands;
➢ The social economy should actively participate in the co-creation and
implementation of the main EU socio-economic policies;
➢ SEE believes in a more diverse, democratic, sustainable, socially and
environmentally responsible economy, at the service of people.

Social Economy is an enterprise model for the future of
Europe
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3.2. Governance
•

General Assembly

The General Assembly is the highest governing body of SEE. It is composed of
representatives of all members. The President of the Board of Directors also chairs
this body.
The General Assembly meets at least once a year. The General Assembly is
responsible for:
•
Amending the statutes and the internal rules
of procedure;
•
Accepting new members;
•
Appointing, revoking and relieving the
directors;
•
Approving the budgets and the annual
accounts;
•
Approving the Annual Report and the Work
Plan
In 2016, the General Assembly met in Paris on 16th
June, at the headquarters of MACIF (French
Mutual Insurance Industry and Commerce).Both
the Assembly and the subsequent Annual
Conference Proposals to make the social
^'ĞŶĞƌĂůƐƐĞŵďůǇ͕WĂƌŝƐ͕:ƵŶĞϮϬϭϲ
economy into a pillar of the European Union,
were organised in collaboration with the French Chamber of Social and Solidarity
Economy (ESS-France).
•

Board of Directors

The Board of Directors has broad powers over the management of the organisation.It
is formed by a representative of each of the members. The President, the VicePresidents and the Treasurer are elected for a three years’ term.
The members of the Board of Directors are:



•

Juan Antonio Pedreño, President (CEPES)

•

Alain Coheur,Vice-President(AIM)

•

Emmanuel Verny,Vice-President (ESS-France)
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•

Luigi Martignetti,Vice-President(REVES)

•

StephanNeetens(AEIP)

•

Helen Sheppard(AMICE)

•

JoaoLeite(CASES)

•

PatrickDebucqois(CEDAG)

•

Sébastien Pereau(CONCERTES)

•

Miguel Angel Cabra deLuna(EFC)

•

Salvatore Vetro(ENSIE)

•

Fabio Salviato(FEBEA)

•

ClaudiaFiaschi(FTS)

In 2016, the Board of Directors met three times: on the 17th of March in Brussels, on
the 27th of September in Brussels and on the 30th of November in Bratislava.
In Bratislava, the Board of Directors met with the Minister of Employment and Social
Security of Spain, Fatima Báñez, and with the President of the European Economic
and Social Committee, Georges Dassis.
Víctor Mesegueris the Director of Social Economy Europe.
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4.

Main achievements of SEE in 2016

➢ February: Presentation of the Study on Social Economy of the European
Parliament's Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection
(IMCO), to which SEE and its members actively
contributed.
➢ April: Co-Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the
Social Economy Intergroup, alongside with SEE
President Juan Antonio Pedreño and VicePresident Emmanuel Verny, meet with
Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska (Internal
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs).

DĞĞƚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌBieńkowska͕
ƉƌŝůϮϬϭϲ

➢ June: SEE holds its General Assembly in Paris and, together with its French
member, ESS-France, organises the European conference Proposals to make
the Social Economy into a pillar of the European Union.
➢ June: The government of
France, through its State Secretary
responsible for Social Economy,
Martine Pinville, organises the
European Conference #ScaleMeUp,
in which SEE and its members
actively participate.
➢ October:
The
European
Commission Expert Group on Social
Entrepreneurship
(GECES)
η^ĐĂůĞDĞhƉ͕WĂƌŝƐ͕:ƵŶĞϮϬϭϲ
unanimously endorses its report
Social enterprises and the social economy going forward, that calls for a
European Action Plan for the social economy.
➢ November 2016: The European Commission launches the Start-up and
Scale-up Initiative that includes actions to support the growth of social
economy enterprises in Europe.
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➢
December: SEE’s Board of Directors
meets with the Minister of Employment and
Social Security of Spain Fátima Báñez and
with the President of the European Economic
and Social Committee Georges Dassis.
➢
December: In the framework of
Bratislava’ European Conference on Social
Economy, organised by the Slovak
^ŽĂƌĚŽĨŝƌĞĐƚŽƌƐŵĞĞƚƐDŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ&ĄƚŝŵĂ
ĄŹĞǌ͕ĞĐĞŵďĞƌϮϬϭϲ
Presidency of the Council of the European
Union, 10 EU Member States adopt the Bratislava declaration Social Economy
as a key player in providing effective answers to current societal
challenges in the EU and the world. Furthermore, the Monitoring Committee
of Luxembourg Declaration is launched to follow-up the agreements reached
within the framework of the Luxembourg
declaration. Spain assumes the rotating
presidency in 2017.
➢ January 2017: SEE meets with the
European Commissioner for Employment,
Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility
Marianne Thyssen.
^ŵĞĞƚƐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌDĂƌŝĂŶŶĞdŚǇƐƐĞŶ

➢ March 2017: SEE participates in a
public hearing of the Social Economy Intergroup, together with Vice-President
Jyrki Katainen, EESC President Georges Dassis, Vice-President of the
Committee of the Regions Karl-Heinz Lambertz and MEPs Jens Nilsson,
Marie-Christine Vergiat and Sofia Ribeiro.

Juan Antonio Pedreno, Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jyrki Katainen, Jens Nilsson, Georges Dassis and Karl-Heinz
Lambertz in SEIG public hearing on “60th Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, March 2017
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5.

Social Economy Europe in 2016

In 2016, SEE has oriented its work towards the fulfilment of the strategic objectives set
in its 2016 Work Plan:
•

Strengthen internal cohesion and its representativeness, through the accession
of new members;

•

Promote the visibility of the Social Economy and SEE through strengthened
communication;

•

Deepen the dialogue and cooperation with the European Institutions, namely:
the Commission, the Parliament, the Council and Member States and the
European Economic and Social Committee.

In this sense, SEE has strengthened its position as the representative organisation of
the 2 million social economy enterprises and organisations and has been the driving
force behind important improvements for the EU social economy.
On the one hand, SEE has expanded its associative base through the accession of
two new members: the National Forum of the Third Sector (FTS) and the European
Federation of Ethical and Alternative Banks and Financiers (FEBEA).



•

Forum Terzo Settore (FTS), is an Italian organisation representing more than
77 entities operating in the fields of volunteering, associationism, social cooperatives, international development and solidarity, ethical finance, fair trade
and solidarity. The FTS participates in the Italian social dialogue and represents
the third Italian sector towards the Italian government and institutions,
coordinates and supports its inter-associative networks and promotes and
disseminates the values and projects of the Third Sector

•

The European Federation of Ethical and Alternative Banks and Financiers
(FEBEA), is an international association created in Brussels in 2001 with the
goal of developing ethical and solidarity-based finance in Europe. Today
FEBEA federates 28 members (14 banks, 7 savings and loan cooperatives, 4
investment companies and 3 foundations) based across 15 European countries,
with about 3.400 employees, serving more than 600.000 people between
customers and shareholders, with combined balance sheet assets amounting
to almost 32.000 million €. FEBEA members are banking institutions with a
strong commitment to the support of the Social Economy, ethical banking
institutions and finance companies working for ethical finance and microfinance.
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Furthermore, visibility and political recognition of Social Economy has not
ceased to advance in 2016. SEE has played a central role in this process of greater
visibility and recognition and of design and implementation of effective ambitious public
policies to promote the Social Economy in Europe.
In line with its mission and values, in 2016 SEE has maintained a permanent and fruitful
dialogue with the Commission, Parliament, the Council of the Union and the Member
States who cooperate closely in the field of social economy; The European Economic
and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. The aim is to ensure the
recognition of the Social Economy in major socio-economic policies of the
European Union and to support the implementation of ambitious and effective
measures promoting social economy in Europe.

5.1. A permanent dialogue with EU Institutions to boost
the social economy in Europe
During 2016, the EU Institutions published 155 documents, which included references
to the social economy and its actors.
Number of documents published by the European Institutions
European Commission

65

European Parliament

49

EESC

29

European Parliament and Council of the
EU (joint documents)

5

European Central Bank

4

Committee of the Regions

3

5.1.1. European Commission
In 2016, SEE has significantly strengthened its cooperation and dialogue with the
European Commission on Social Economy, which has resulted in important steps in
the recognition and promotion of the Social Economy.
Within the European Commission, Jyrki Katainen, Vice-President responsible for
Employment, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness; Vladis Dombrovskis, VicePresident responsible for the Euro and Social Dialogue also in charge of Financial
Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union, Elżbieta Bieńkowska,
Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs; and
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Marianne Thyssen, Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Mobility
of Workers, follow the social economy agenda.
In April 2016, SEE President Juan Antonio Pedreño and Vice-President Emmmanuel
Verny actively participated in a meeting between the Bureau of the Social Economy
Intergroup and Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska.
In addition, SEE has maintained a permanent and productive dialogue with the Units
that are responsible for the social economy: Clusters, Social Economy and
SMEs (DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs) and Job
Creation (DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion).
Through this dialogue, SEE has played a key role in the elaboration of the Europan
Commission Expert Group on Social Entrepreneurship’ (GECES) Report: The social
economy and social enterprises going forward, that was unanimously adopted in
October 2016. Moreover, several members of SEE’s Board of Directors participated,
as experts or observers, in the elaboration of this report, which calls on the European
Commission to launch a European Action Plan for the Social Economy, as well as
concrete actions to promote social economy enterprises and organisations’ visibility
and access to finance, to improve and develop European and national legal
frameworks and to promote the social economy in the EU’s international action,
as an engine for sustainable development, cohesion and growth.
In October 2016, the Commission announced the use of a part of the European Fund
for Strategic Investments (EFSI) to complement the financial instruments for social
enterprises and microfinance of the European Program for Employment and Social
Innovation (EaSI). Overall, the Commission plans to allocate EUR 1 billion to support
investment in social economy projects.

Commissioner Bieńkowska and ViceͲWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ
<ĂƚĂŝŶĞŶůĂƵŶĐŚƚŚĞ^ƚĂƌƚhƉĂŶĚ^ĐĂůĞhƉ/ŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞ͕
EŽǀĞŵďĞƌϮϬϭϲ

economy.



In November 2016, the European Commission
presented its Start-Up and Scale-Up Initiative,
that contains a chapter with measures to
support the growth of social economy
enterprises and organisations and to ensure
that the EU plays a key role as a “social
economy world leader”. The inclusion of these
measures is the result of an intense advocacy
and collaboration between the services of the
Commission, SEE and the institutions involved
in promoting a European policy for the social
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SEE meets with Commissioner Marianne Thyssen, January 2017

In January 2017, SEE met with the European Commissioner for Employment, Social
Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility, Marianne Thyssen.
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5.1.2 European Parliament

The European Parliament has on several occasions called for greater recognition for
the social economy in the main socio-economic policies of the European Union, and
for ambitious policies to promote the social economy throughout Europe. To a great
extent, the active role of the Parliament in the field of social economy is due to the
action of the Social Economy Intergroup, and to its more than 80 members. SEE is
responsible for the secretariat of this Intergroup.
The Social Economy Intergroup actions are oriented toward three main axes:
Organisation of public hearings on topics of interest for the European
social economy, which represent a space for dialogue between the main EU
Institutions and social economy’ representative organisations at the highest
level;

•

To ensure a bilateral dialogue with the European Commission and the
other Institutions;
•

To integrate the Social Economy into the actions of the European
Parliament.

•

In 2016, the Intergroup organised 5 public hearings, attended by more than 500
people:
• The Social Economy: creating high-quality
jobs in Europe (January 2016)
• Public procurement, promoting partnerships
between public authorities and the Social
Economy (March 2016)
• Social Economy Financial Institutions of the
Social Economy, financing Europe’s real
economy (June 2016)
• Towards a European Action Plan for the
Social Economy (September 2016)
• The role of the Social Economy for a
successful European Pillar of Social Rights
(November 2016)
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The Intergroup also held high-level meetings with relevant personalities for the
European Social Economy:
Meeting with the Minister of Labour and Social Economy of Luxembourg
Nicolas Schmit on enhanced cooperation between Member States in the field
of Social Economy (January 2016);
•

Meeting with the European Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Elżbieta Bieńkowska (April 2016Ϳ

•
Meeting with the Special Adviser of the European Commission for the
Pillar on Social Rights Allan Larsson (September 2016);
•



^/'ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƵƌŽƉĞĂŶŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ^ƉĞĐŝĂůĚǀŝƐĞƌůůĂŶ>ĂƌƐƐŽŶ

In 2016, the members of the Intergroup managed to integrate the promotion of the
social economy into several important Reports of the European Parliament. Two
good examples are:
•

Report on the Single Market Strategy, Rapporteur Lara Comi (May
2016);

Emphasises that social economy enterprises represent a diverse range of business
models, which is key to a highly competitive and fairer single market; calls on the
Commission to mainstream the social economy within its single market policies and to
develop a European Action Plan for social economy enterprises in order to unlock the
full potential for sustainable and inclusive growth;
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•

Report on a European Pillar of SocialRights, Rapporteur Maria-Joao
Rodrigues (December 2016):

Social economy enterprises, such as cooperatives, provide a good example in terms
of creating quality employment, supporting social inclusion and promoting a
participatory economy;

5.1.3 The Council of the European Union and Member
States
In 2016, the Slovak Presidency of the Council of the European Union (second
semester of 2016) continued the work initiated by the Italian (second half of 2014) and
Luxembourg Presidencies (second half of 2015).
The Slovak Presidency organized a European
Conference
on
Social
Economy
in
Bratislava (December 2016) and promoted the
adoption by 10 Member States (Cyprus, Slovenia,
Spain, France, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg,
Romania, the Czech Republic and the Slovak
Republic) the Declaration of Bratislava Social
Economy as key player in providing effective
answers to current societal challenges in the EU
ƌĂƚŝƐůĂǀĂŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞŽŶ^ŽĐŝĂůĐŽŶŽŵǇ
and the in the world. SEE actively participated and
supported this European Conference, as well as the adoption of the Bratislava
Declaration, which calls on the European Commission to launch a European Action
Plan for the Social Economy. In September 2016, the SEE Board of Directors met with
Michal Polák, adviser of the Slovak Finance Minister, to support the organisation of
this conference and the efforts of the Slovak government to develop the Social
Economy.
Also in Bratislava, Member States approved the creation of the Monitoring
Committee of Luxembourg Declaration, proposed by the government of Spain,
which has assumed its presidency during 2017. The purpose of this Committee is to
follow up on the commitments taken by the governments within the Luxembourg
Declaration.
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Within the framework of Bratislava Conference, the Board of Directors of SEE
had the opportunity to meet with the Minister of Employment and Social Security of
Spain, Fátima Báñez.

The Minister of Employment and Security of Spain Fátima Báñez meets with the Board of Directors of SEE

In June 2016, the Secretary of State for Trade, Craft, Consumption and Social
Economy of France, Martine Pinville, meets in Paris with the Ministers and Secretaries
of State for Social Economy of Slovenia, Italy, Luxembourg, Greece, Morocco and
Tunisia, on the occasion of the launching of the # ScaleMeUp programme, supporting
the internationalisation of social economy projects.

5.1.4 European Economic and Social Committee
SEE has an intense cooperation with the
European Economic and Social Committee
(EESC) that has consistently called for the setup of ambitious EU policies for the social
economy.
The EESC has, within its structure, two bodies
specifically dedicated to the social economy:

EESC President Georges Dassis meets with SEE Board of
Directors, December 2016

➢ The Social Economy Category: Formed by 38 EESC members. Its
spokespersons are Alain Coheur, Vice-President of SEE and Krzysztof
Balon, Secretary of the Programming Committee of Social Organisations of
Poland.
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In 2016, the Category decided to elaborate an EESC study on The recent
evolutions of the social economy in the European Union, to provide
updated data on the weight of the social economy in Europe.



Krzysztof Balon, Alain Coheur, Georges Dassis and Martine Pinville in a meeting of the EESC Social Economy Category, June 2016

➢ The Permanent Study Group of social economy enterprises: Created in
2015, its President is EESC member Oliver Röpke. The Permanent Study
Group organises, on a yearly basis, the European Day of Social Economy
Enterprises, an event held for the first time in July 2016, that is fully supported
by SEE.
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5.2 Participation in other Social Economy forums

On the 19th of May 2016, the SEE President actively participated in the event Portugal
Economia Social, organised by Cases.

^ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶƚWŽƌƚƵŐĂůĐŽŶŽŵŝĂ^ŽĐŝĂů͕DĂǇϮϬϭϲ

In September 2016, SEE Director participated in the
31st International Congress of the Research Center
on Public, Social and Cooperative Economy (CIREC).
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5.3 Communication

In 2016, SEE published and disseminated -for the first time- 300 Annual Reports 2015
and 100 brochures presenting the organization.

Annual Report 2015

SEE 2016 brochure

In addition, SEE has significantly strengthened

its presence in social networks, increasing
from 1,180 followers on Twitter (2015) to
more than 2,150 (2016) and from 1.100
publications (tweets) to more than 1,850.
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